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The sermon series at Great Bridge Presbyterian Church for 2015-2016 
was entitled “The Bible in 100 Words.”  The goal of the series was to 
express the main events of the Bible, Genesis to Revelation, in 50 
word pairs, which are listed to the right.  
 
Each Sunday we introduced the word pair accompanied by a 
supporting Scripture.  We often provided a weekly handout that 
covered additional events that occurred “in the meantime” 
between each Sunday’s words.  The handouts were also used to 
provide further explanation or give more detail about the event 
described by the word pair. 
 
This booklet contains each word pair, an accompanying Scripture 
excerpt, and the material provided in the weekly bulletin inserts, 
which appears as gray-shaded excurses. 
 
Many thanks to Steve Bowser, Charlotte Gibson, Anita Herbert, 
John Lynch, Judi Rogers, and Pam Suter for providing the content 
for these handouts.  Thanks as well to Christal Marshall for 
designing the logo for the series.  And finally, thanks also to Charity 
Stephens who composed a song inspired by the series, and to Joelle 
Doriani for the choral arrangement. 
 
The Bible in 100 Words—let it come alive! 

God created 
Adam disobeyed 

Noah arked 
Abraham went 
Covenant made 

Moses called 
Pharaoh plagued 

Sea divided 
Commandments guided 

Promise landed 
Judges led 

David trusted 
David busted 

Solomon prayed 
God provided 

Kings ruled 
God desires 

Prophets warned 
Messiah promised 

Hope rose 
Jesus born 

God enfleshed 
Son grew 

John baptized 
Satan tempted  
Disciples called 

Love talked 
People healed 
Jesus revealed 

Disciples prepared 
Jesus rode 

Judas betrayed 
Peter denied 

Anger crucified 
Love rose 

Thomas doubted 
Peter restored 

Mission imparted 
Jesus departed 

Jesus remembered 
Disciples waited 

Spirit blew 
Peter preached 

Church grew 
Leaders equipped 

Paul wrote 
Word spread 

Church corrected 
Love unfailing 
God prevailing  
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God created—Genesis 1:1-2:3 
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
27 So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, 

I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast 

of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 

very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
Genesis 1:1, 27-31 
 

In the beginning God… 

In the Bible, creation refers both to the act by which God created the universe and to the product of that process.  
The prime text is the creation story in Genesis 1, but that account is richly embellished with a host of later 
references to creation.  Underlying the individual image patterns is the premise that the telos of creation is to 
serve and glorify God.  The Christ hymn of Colossians 1 asserts regarding Christ that “all things were created 
through him and for him” (Col. 1:16), while the song of the elders in Revelation 4 ascribes glory to God because he 
has “created all things, and for his pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:11). 

God’s act of creation is a great ordering process.  The earth begins “without form and voice” (Gen 1:2); God 
proceeds to organize this primal chaos.  This motif takes its place in an ancient context of rival creation myths that 
centered around the ordering of chaos.  Mesopotamian, Egyptian and even Vedic Indian mythologies all talk about 
a chaos that is hostile to the creator god.  In each case, the creator god beats back the chaos to provide order, 
though chaos always remains a threat.  The Bible’s creation story is partly similar, inasmuch as God brings order 
out of chaos, but the biblical account is totally free of any sense of threat or hostility in the chaos that God molds.  
The emphasis throughout the Bible is that God controls the forces that seek to lead to dissolution rather than 
wholeness in the world. 

As God orders the elements, he utters commands that instantaneously produce objects.  Some of his specific acts 
are acts of ordering, with verbs such as “made,” separated” and “placed” dominant in the process.  The story itself 
follows a fixed pattern for each day of creation, consisting of five formulaic parts:  announcement (“and God 
said”), command (“let there be”), report (“and it was so” or “and God made”), evaluation (“it was very good”) and 
placement in a temporal framework.  Even the division into days lends an orderly quality to the creation. 

Another dominant image is the image of “the good earth.”  The fact that God personally brings the material world 
into being and labels it “good” and “very good” stands in marked contrast to later Greek and other philosophical 
and theological perspective, which view the material realm as intrinsically evil and morally suspect.  But that 
simple observation hardly does justice to the enthusiasm with which God views the work he has done.  God’s 
declaration is both a benediction and an expression of joy.  Good means “It’s wonderful!”  Very good is equivalent 
to saying, “It’s perfect!” 

Although the Bible does not make quite as much of the fact that God created the universe out of nothing as 
Christian theology has (Creation ex Nihilo), it is nonetheless an important motif.  Hebrews 11:3 is the most explicit 
text:  “By faith we understand that the world was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made out 
of things which do not appear”.  This picture of creation has implications for our understanding of God (he is 
distinguished from what he created) and the creation itself (it totally depends on God but does not emanate from 
him).  Biblical images of creation distinguish with great care between the Creator and the creation (Rom 1:25).  
Indeed, the second commandment against graven images (Ex 20:4-6) reflects the language of Genesis 1 and makes 
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it clear that God is extremely jealous that he not be identified with anything within the realm of creation. 

But the same view of creation that empties nature of divinity also makes it a revelation of God and leaves it filled 
with pointers to God.  The fact that all things find their origin in the creative work of God means that everything, in 
some way, bears witness to the creation and is revelatory of the Creator.  According to the Bible every rock and 
tree and creature can be said to testify of God, declare his glory and show forth his handiwork (Ps 8:1; 19:1; 104; 
148). 

A final motif is the biblical writers’ treatment of redemption as a crowning work of God’s creation.  This is not 
surprising, since much of what is important in creation has been damaged or destroyed by the Fall.  As we might 
expect, therefor, redemption and creation are intertwined in the Bible.  Christ’s work of redemption is described as 
restoring those aspects of the creation that were lost or damaged as a consequence of the Fall.  The person who is 
regenerated in Christ is a “a new creation” (2 Cor 5:17).  While the Fall subjected the whole creation to futility, it 
waits eagerly for the time when it will be set free from its present bondage to decay into the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God (Rom 8:19-21).  Creation is a spectator of human redemption, inasmuch as its own liberation 
is vested in the liberation of the sons and daughters of God.  While the original creation was marred by sin, Christ’s 
work of redemption and restoration will bring about a new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness dwells 
(Rev. 21:1). 

From article “Creation” in Dictionary of Biblical Imagery, gen. eds:  Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit, Tremper 
Longman III, (Downers Grove, IL:  InterVarsity Press, 1998), pp. 179-182. 

 

Adam disobeyed—Genesis 3:1-21 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to 
the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also 

gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 

together and made coverings for themselves.  Genesis 3:6-7 
 

Noah arked—Genesis 6:1-22 
5 The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil 
all the time. 6 The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the earth, and 

his heart was deeply troubled.7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe from the face of the 
earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the 

creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” 8 But 
Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  Genesis 6:5-8 
 

In the meantime… (Genesis 6-12) 

Covenant Made--The entire flood account can be found in Genesis 6-9.  After the flood, as seen in Genesis 9:1-17, 
God promises that He will never destroy the world in this way again.  God makes a covenant with Noah and with all 
his descendants that is unconditional, and is not dependent upon their behavior.  The sign of the covenant is the 
rainbow. 

The Curse of Ham--The interesting story of Noah’s drunkenness and the varying responses of his sons, Ham, Shem 
and Japheth help explain the blessing and curses that they receive.  As the one who mocked his father’s 
nakedness, which he saw when Noah was drunk, Ham, also known as Canaan, is cursed.  The result of this curse, 
the later enslavement of the Canaanites by the people of Israel, will be seen as the Israelites encounter the 
Canaanites as they move into the Promised Land.  

Genealogies--Genealogies are oral or written lists of kinship relationships between persons or groups.  They 
provided a means of social identification, and in the case of a royal line, served to reinforce claims for legitimacy.  
Genealogies play an important role in structuring Genesis.  Most significant are sections that begin with a Hebrew 
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phrase translated as “These are the generations”.  This formula occurs eleven times in ten different genealogies in 
Genesis. The term tôlĕdôt comes from the Hebrew root yld, which means “to bear a child.”   Yet its use can branch 
out from its strict “generation” denotation to describe an “account” or “history” that goes beyond what Western 
cultures generally think of strict genealogical forms.  In Genesis 10, we find the genealogy of Noah’s descendants 
also known as the “table of nations.”  Gospel writers Matthew and Luke used genealogies to support their 
understanding of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah, of the lineage of David.  It is interesting to note that Matthew’s 
genealogy traces Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham, whereas Luke goes all the way back to Adam. 

Tower of Babel—Some see the story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11 as an etiology, which means to give a 
reason for the ways things are.  In this case, the Tower of Babel explains why human beings speak many different 
languages.  Not only is the scattering of the people a divine judgment on their presumption, but it also serves the 
purpose of causing them to fulfill the divine command to fill the earth given in Genesis 1:28. 

 

Abraham went—Genesis 12:1-9 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 

you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”[a] 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him.  Genesis 12:1-4 

 
In the meantime… (Genesis 12-19) 

The Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac & Jacob and the 12 sons of Jacob) – At the end of Genesis 11 we are introduced to 
the first of Israel’s founding fathers, Abraham.   The growth of the Hebrew nation was promised specifically to 
Abraham, along with the land in which Abraham’s off-spring would dwell.  These promises are renewed in each 
successive generation, first to Isaac and then to Jacob.  The primary elements of these promises are the land of 
Canaan, in which the ancestors live, a multitude of descendants, and blessing so bountiful that others will feel its 
effects; additionally there are promises of nationhood and military strength.  The stories of the Patriarchs also 
explained the status and well-being of the people of Israel.  They communicated the message that these blessings 
were not a human achievement but were gifts granted by God.  Thus Israel understood its existence not as its own 
accomplishment but as a life grounded in God’s benevolence. 

Abram in Egypt (Gen 12:10-20) – After his migration to Canaan, Abram lived in Shecham, Bethel, Hebron and Beer-
sheba.  Because of a severe famine in Canaan, Abram migrates to Egypt.  Because his wife Sarai (Sarah) was very 
beautiful, Abram was fearful that he would be killed by the Egyptians.  He devises a plan to tell the Egyptians that 
Sarai is his sister, “so that it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared on your account.” 
Their behavior may be understood as the kind of strategy demanded for survival of those who live in a society 
without full status, rights, and power.  Sarai was taken into Pharaoh’s house because of her beauty and for her 
sake he dealt well with Abram and he had sheep, oxen, donkeys, camels and male & female slaves.  “But the Lord 
afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai” and Pharaoh confronts Abram and then gives 
orders to set him on his way with his wife and all that had been given to him by Pharaoh.  The promises to Israel’s 
ancestors of blessing, many descendants, and land had been placed in jeopardy by the matriarch’s abduction, but 
they were protected and sustained by divine intervention.   

Abram & Lot (Gen 13:1-18) – Lot was the son of Haran (Abram’s brother who died before they left Ur) and the 
nephew of Abram.  He and his household migrated to Canaan & Egypt and back to Canaan with Abram.  Both 
Abram and Lot had large flocks, herds and tents and the land could not support both and strife developed between 
their herders.  To ease the strife, Abram generously made a plan for them to separate.  Lot chose the lush lands in 
the plains east of the Jordan.  This began the relationship between the Israelites, Abram’s descendants and the 
Moabites and Ammonites, Lot’s descendants and Israel’s neighbors on the east side of the Jordan River.  Lot, his 
family, goods and other people of his land were captured during a battle defeating the kings of Sodom & 
Gomorrah.  Abram was told of the capture by one who had escaped and led 318 of his trained men to defeat the 
rival kings and rescue Lot, his goods, the women and the people. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-302a
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Abram Pays Tithes to Melchizedek (Gen 14:18-24; Heb 6:19-20; 7:1-25) – After the defeat Abram was met in the 
King’s Valley by the king of Sodom and King Melchizedek of Salem.  Melchizedek brought out bread & wine and 
performed a blessing over Abram in the name of “God Most High.”  Abram gave Melchizedek one-tenth of 
everything, recognizing him as a priest.  This is the only instance known of a king and high priest designation for a 
single individual in Israel other than Jesus.  In Jewish interpretation, Melchizedek is a memorable individual, a 
righteous priest, or a cosmic or apocalyptic figure (his name means King of righteousness).  In Christian 
interpretation, he is considered to be a forerunner of Jesus and his priestly office.  Melchizedek & Abram both 
worshiped the one true God.  Psalm 110:4 refers to one who would be forever a priest in the “order of 
Melchizedek.”  This messianic psalm teaches that the leader or ruler of the Hebrew nation would be able to reflect 
in his person the role of priest as well as the role of king.  The writer of Hebrews made several references to Jesus’ 
priesthood being of the “order of Melchizedek” as opposed to Levitical in nature. 

The Birth of Ishmael (Gen 16:1-16) – Sarai continued to be barren despite God’s promise to Abram for an heir, so a 
plan was devised for Abram have a child by her Egyptian slave-girl Hagar.  Ancient legal texts describe similar 
situations in which a maidservant becomes a subordinate wife to provide an heir.  In such cases, the principal wife 
may possess legal rights to the children of her servant.  Hagar “looked with contempt on her mistress” after 
conceiving and due to this disrespect Sarai dealt with her harshly and she ran away.  An angel of the Lord told her 
to return and submit to her mistress.  The angel also told her that her offspring would be multiplied and 
uncountable, that she was to name the son Ishmael, and that he would be “a wild ass of a man, with his hand 
against everyone, with everyone’s hand against him; and he shall live at odds with all his kin.” 

Sodom, Gomorrah & Lot (Gen 18:16-33; 19:1-29) – After the Lord’s promise to Abraham & Sarah that they would 
bear a son the story is interrupted by the story of Sodom & Gomorrah, cities considered so wicked that they lacked 
even ten righteous people (read Abraham’s appeal/negotiation to the Lord in an attempt to save Sodom from the 
Lord’s judgement because he knows Lot is still living there).  The two angels of the Lord find Lot at the gate of 
Sodom and are invited to dine and stay in his home.  After an altercation with the evil inhabitants of Sodom, Lot’s 
willingness to sacrifice his daughters, his future sons-in-laws refusal to leaving Sodom as directed, and Lot’s 
lingering, the angels seized Lot, his wife and two daughters and brought them out of the city.  They were told to 
flee for their life, not to look back or stop anywhere.  Lot’s request to flee only as far as Zoar was granted.  Sodom 
& Gomorrah were engulfed in sulfur & fire & destroyed.  “But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, and she became 
a pillar of salt.” Lot and his daughters are spared because of Abraham’s favor with the Lord and the Lord’s mercy. 

 

Covenant made—Genesis 15:1-6, 17:1-14 
 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
Genesis 15:6 

 
In the meantime… (Genesis 16-50) 

The Life of Ishmael, Hagar’s son (Gen. 16 & 21:1-21) - Ishmael is a figure in the Hebrew Bible and the Qur’an and 
was Abraham’s first son according to Jews, Christians and Muslims.  Ishmael was born to Abraham and Sarah’s 
handmaiden Hagar (Genesis 16:3) when Abraham and Sarah attempted to fulfill God’s covenant promise for 
descendants on their own.   Ishmael means "God hears," so named because God heard Hagar's prayers when Sarah 
forced her out of the home once she was pregnant.  Abraham was 86 years old when Ishmael was born of that 
union.  Later, Hagar was abandoned in the desert yet again by Abraham after Sarah complained that she had 
become haughty and Ishmael had mocked Isaac, the son finally born to her.  God saved both Hagar and Ishmael 
and fulfilled a promise that Ishmael would also father many children. To this end, Hagar later found an Egyptian 
wife for Ishmael and he fathered twelve sons, just as Isaac's son Jacob would. Two generations later, God used the 
descendants of Ishmael to save the Jewish nation.  Ishmael became the father of the Ishmaelites.  According to the 
Genesis account, he died at the age of 137 (Genesis 25).  Ishmael and his mother are said to be buried next to the 
Kabba in Mecca.  Ishmael was a child of favor, then, like many of us, his life took an unexpected turn but God was 
faithful in His promise to Hagar.  The Qur’an identifies Ishmael as a prophet and as one of the ancestors of the 
Arab people and a worshiper of Allah.  It was only after Muhammad moved to Medina that he discovered that 
Ishmael was a son of Abraham, and he thereafter linked the two as founders of the Kaaba in Mecca, the 
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destination of the Hajj or sacred pilgrimage.  Another important variation from the biblical account is the Qur’anic 
view that Abraham bound Ishmael, not Isaac, to the altar at Moriah. 

The Command to Sacrifice Isaac (Gen 22) – It is Isaac, however, who is the son of the promise, the son of the 
covenant, and the one through whom God will fulfill his promises to Abraham.  The divine promise, initially made 
by the Lord with Abraham (Gen 12:1-3), consists of three elements:  descendants, blessed relationship, and land.  
This promise is reaffirmed and clarified several times to Abraham, and is then repeated to both Isaac and Jacob.  
Obviously, the Lord’s instruction to sacrifice Isaac on the mount of Moriah (Gen 22) seriously endangers the future 
of Abraham’s seed.  God tests Abraham’s trust and obedience by instructing him to sacrifice his son of promise.  
Abraham’s willingness to relinquish Isaac expresses his dependence on the Lord himself, not just on the divine 
promise alone.  Abraham recognizes his son Isaac as a gift ultimately belonging to God, and the fulfillment of the 
Lord’s covenant promises as a privilege, not a right.  As a result, the Lord declares even expanded blessings on 
Abraham’s descendants (Gen 22:16-18), who would be, of course, the “seed” of Isaac. 

The Story of Isaac’s Sons Jacob and Esau (Gen 25-36) – Abraham sends his servant back to his kindred to find a 
wife for Isaac rather than have him marry a Canaanite.  Abraham’s servant discovers Rebekah, who is the 
granddaughter of Abraham’s brother Nahor, and brings her back to become Isaac’s wife.  Isaac and his wife 
Rebekah had twin boys, Jacob and Esau.  Jacob was born second and so was not entitled to the rights of the 
firstborn son.  Jacob tricked Esau in giving him the birthright and blessings of the firstborn son, which caused much 
anger between the two brothers.  Jacob fled to live with his uncle, Laban, in the homeland of his ancestors.  After 
many years of work and much negotiation, Jacob married Leah and Rachel, daughters of Laban.  They began to 
have children and Jacob became quite wealthy.  Jacob eventually returned to Canaan to be reconciled with his 
brother Esau. 

Jacob has two significant spiritual experiences that remind him that God is with him and that he, too, will receive 
the covenant blessings given to his grandfather and father.  In Genesis 28, Jacob had a dream at Beth-el, where he 
saw a ladder with angels ascending and descending from heaven.  Upon awakening, Jacob declared, “Sure the Lord 
is in this place—and I did not know it!” (Genesis 28:16).  When traveling back to Canaan from his sojourn in the 
land of his ancestors, he was left alone beside a river, where he wrestles with a man until daybreak.  Recognizing 
this was a holy encounter, Jacob asked for a blessing.  At this point the man declares, “You shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.”  (Genesis 32:28).  Upon 
naming this sacred place Peniel, he declares “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.”  
(Genesis 32:30). 

Jacob, now Israel, has twelve sons who become the ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel. One of the twelve sons 
was named Joseph. 

The Story of Joseph (Gen 37-50) – Joseph is one of Jacob’s favorite sons, a fact well-known by his brothers, and 
demonstrated when Jacob gives Joseph a coat of many colors.  Because of their jealousy, Joseph’s brothers sell him 
into slavery to Ishmaelite traders, who are descendants of Ishmael. They in turn took Joseph to Egypt and sold him 
again.  Joseph was purchased by a member of the court of Pharaoh, Potiphar, and brought to the palace. God gave 
Joseph the power to interpret dreams and through a set of circumstances orchestrated by God, Joseph saved the 
people of Egypt, including his brothers, from a famine. The brothers of Joseph were compelled to go to Egypt to 
beg for food for their families and Joseph’s identity as the second in command of the country was revealed to 
them.  Joseph forgave his brothers, recognizing God’s providential hand in all that had occurred:  “Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today.”  (Genesis 50:20).  Joseph moves his entire family to Egypt, including his father Jacob.  There, their families 
flourished and multiplied. 

 

Moses called—Exodus 3:1-20 
4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” Exodus 3:4-5 
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In the meantime… (Exodus 3-10) 

Yahweh (Exodus 3)--When God calls Moses in Exodus 3, God reveals God’s personal name for the first time 
(Exodus 3:14).  It is Yahweh, made up of the Hebrew consonants YHWH, known as the Tetragrammaton.  It is a 
third-person, masculine singular prefix verb from the root hwh/hyh, “be, happen, become.”  Depending on the 
stem of the verb, the name can be understood as “he is/becomes/will be(come)” or “he causes to be/become.”  
This name was so holy and the fear so great that God’s name could be misused, that devout believers did not write 
or speak it, preferring the honorific Adonai, or in the Greek translation known as the Septuagint, kyrie, both 
translated as “Lord.”  Most contemporary English translations continue this practice, rendering YHWH as LORD. 

Signs of the LORD’s Power (Exodus 4)—God demonstrates to Moses the signs he will show the Israelites to prove 
the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, appeared to Moses and that he was sent by God as his 
representative to set the Israelites free from the slavery of Egypt.  Moses continues to protest to the LORD his fear 
and reluctance to go before Pharaoh.  God is angry with Moses, but accommodates his concerns by instructing that 
Moses’ brother Aaron would serve as Moses’ mouthpiece, as Moses communicates the messages from God.  So 
Moses takes his family and begins the journey back to Egypt from Midian.  God sends Aaron to join him at the 
mountain of God (Sinai, Horeb) and they enter Egypt together.  The leaders of the Israelite leaders believed, 
bowed down and worshiped the LORD when they realized God heard their cries. 

Let My People Go (Exodus 5-10:29)--God sends Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh. Having revealed himself to Moses, 
Aaron, and the Israelite elders, God now reveals himself powerfully to Pharaoh through a series of signs Moses and 
Aaron performed by God’s power.  Pharaoh refused to let the Hebrews go and the 10 plagues began.  As each 
plague came forth the Egyptian people realized their gods and their Pharaoh were powerless against the LORD God 
Yahweh.  The plagues were as follows:  the water becomes blood, plague of frogs, dust becomes gnats, plague of 
flies, death of livestock, plague of boils, plague of hail, plague of locusts, and plague of darkness.  God hardens 
Pharaoh’s heart and then sends the final plague…the death of the firstborn. 

The plague narrative is a great dramatic contrast between Yahweh, the Lord of liberation and pharaoh, the 
entrenched power of exploitation.  The plagues are a series of “wonders” whereby the stunning power of Yahweh is 
exhibited in the world, designed to intimidate Pharaoh until the Egyptian empire sees that it cannot withstand 
God’s will for freedom and justice. 

(NIB Commentary Volume 1 page 722) 
 

Pharaoh plagued—Exodus 11:1-10; 12:1-13 
13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike 
the land of Egypt.  14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 

shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you 
shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. Exodus 12:13-14 
 
In the meantime… (Exodus 12-14) 

The Lord Redeems His People - Fairy tales are big on instant transformation.  A lowly sister becomes a princess.  A 
frog becomes a prince.  All in the blink of an eye, the wave of a wand or the kiss of the lips.  As believers in Jesus 
Christ, a transformation is taking place in our lives.  Only the transformation isn't instant.  It takes time.  The Lord is 
turning us into warriors for the kingdom of God.  A similar transformation takes a major step forward in Exodus 11-
13.  When the book of Exodus started, the people of God were slaves in Egypt.  When they leave Egypt in Exodus 
12, they are the Lord's warriors.  They are redeemed! 

The Passover and the Exodus provide the biblical paradigm for redemption.  The grand culmination of this paradigm 
is seen in Jesus Christ, whose sacrifice as the Passover lamb created our own exodus - an exodus from slavery to 
freedom, from death to life.  We therefore find a tremendous number of parallels between the Exodus story and the 
New Testament story.  In the Exodus story, we see four elements of redemption: sacrifice (Ex 12:1-13), faith (Ex 
12:21-23, 28), gifts (Ex 12:29-36) and warriors (Ex 12:37-41).  These elements not only accompanied the Israelites' 
story of redemption, but they are attendant to our own stories of redemption as well. 
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Sacrifice of Redemption (Ex 12:1-13) - The first thing we need to know about redemption is that it involves a 
sacrifice.  Implicit within the concept of redemption is freedom from some form of oppression for the payment of a 
price.  The price of human redemption is death.  The penalty for humankind's rejection of the Lord is death.  A 
sacrifice, though necessary for redemption, does not benefit anyone unless he or she accepts that sacrifice.  This 
acceptance involves faith. 

Faith of Redemption (Ex 12:21-23, 28) - Blood is to be applied with hyssop.  Not coincidentally, but providentially, 
hyssop was also used at the scene of another sacrifice: It was used to give Jesus wine when he was dying on the 
cross (John 19:29).  The blood of the lamb has to be applied to the top and sides of the door.  The New Testament 
correspondence to this is the application of the blood of Christ through faith.  Through faith in Christ and his 
substitutionary death, his blood is applied to our sins, and we are made clean is God's sight.  The amazing thing is 
that all the Israelites have to do to be saved is sit down and trust that God will work.  Likewise, all we have to is sit 
down and trust God.  Because the world offers other solutions, we may be inclined to go outside the house, so to 
speak, outside Christ, to work for it.  In God's redemption, God works and we rest. 

Gifts of Redemption (Ex 12:29-36) - God accompanies redemption, an indescribable gift in and of itself, with other 
gifts as well.  The people left with silver, gold and clothing that were given to them by the Egyptians.  But it is the 
Lord's actions that prompt the Egyptians to give up their treasures.  It is the Lord who gives His people these gifts.  
The silver and gold were used in the building of the tabernacle, the place of God's dwelling (Ex 25:3).  The Lord, 
then, gave gifts of silver and gold so that His dwelling place could be built.  The New Testament correspondence is 
the spiritual gifts God gives to believers in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4:8) by which we build up the body of Christ, the 
place of God's dwelling (Ephesians 4:12, 16). 

Warriors of Redemption (Ex 12:37-41) - The Israelites leave Egypt with 600,000 men and probably about 2 million 
people total.  The men are singled out because the emphasis here is on the army that the Lord has formed, and it is 
men who constitute the army.  Because it is men who constitute armies, an earlier king of Egypt tried to extinguish 
the male population of Israel (Ex 1:16, 22).  Obviously, he failed--by about 600,000 men.  When the people leave 
Egypt, they are called the Lord's "hosts”, or divisions.  These are warriors.  The Lord, through years of affliction, 
plagues, promises, and power by which He has revealed himself, has fashioned a ragtag group of slaves into an 
army of warriors.  It didn't happen overnight.  In fact, it took 430 years.  And even now, they're fresh-faced soldiers 
who haven't been battle-tested.  The Lord is doing the same for us.  It doesn't happen overnight for us either.  But 
the Lord is fashioning us into warriors by showing us Himself.  God is turning us into fearless fighters in the 
kingdom of God, people who serve him joyously, who share the gospel confidently, who selflessly use their gifts and 
enter into the lives of others to speak truth and to encourage and to build up. 

Fight the good fight - In redemption, the Lord turns slaves of sin into warriors for the kingdom.  As we 
accurately see how God has revealed himself in the elements that constitute and accompany redemption (the 
sacrifice of Christ, faith in Christ, spiritual gifts), we see him.  And seeing him, we fight the good fight. 

Celebrate by Living Sacrificially (Ex 13) - The first-born males of Israel, both children and animals, were to be 
devoted to the Lord.  The animals, so long as they were clean, would be sacrificed to the Lord.  The reason for the 
devotion of the first-born to the Lord and the redemption of the first-born males is that in the 10th plague, the Lord 
killed the first-born of Egypt.  In now sacrificing first-born animals, all Israelites recognize that they, just like the 
Egyptians, deserve to die because of their sin.  But they, like their first-born males, have been redeemed.  In the 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the Lord has reached down with his powerful hand and redeemed us from slavery 
to sin and death.  Before, our sin meant death--separation from God, and it meant guilt and shame.  Because of 
Christ, it no longer means death, guilt and shame, and we experience life--an eternal relationship with God. 

 

Sea divided—Exodus 14:1-31 
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 

deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom 
you see today you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have 

only to keep still.” Exodus 14:13-14 
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In the meantime… (Exodus 15-19) 

The People Sing to the Lord (Ex 15:1-21) – In the opening verses of Exodus 15, the people of Israel, reveling in the 
miracle of the crossing of the Red Sea and the complete annihilation of the Egyptian army that they had just 
experienced and witnessed, lifted their collective voices in a song of praise to the Lord, their God.  This remarkable 
song is assumed to have come spontaneously as Moses led the nation into the desert wilderness on the other side 
of the Red Sea.  The people sang this song when their salvation was real to them; they sang it when the power and 
the presence of God were real to them.  In singing, the children of Israel expressed the joy in their lives because His 
strength did not let them down; it reminds us to do the same. 

God Provides for His People (Exodus 15:22-17:7) - Following this outburst of joy and praise, Moses proceeded to 
lead the Israelites south into the desert of the Sinai Peninsula, where they soon met with a number of trials  and 
tribulations centered on the lack of basic sustenance - food and water.  But, God provided both for them in 
unexpected ways.  First, when the people came to a place called Marah, they found bitter water.  God directed 
Moses to a tree which he cast into the waters, when, at once, the water was made sweet.  Then, the people ran 
out of food as they came to the wilderness of Sin.  Once again, God provided for their need as every six days out of 
seven, bread, or manna, rained down from heaven and continued in this manner the forty years the Israelites were 
in the wilderness, wherever they went, and ceased when they arrived in Canaan.  And finally, when the people 
arrived at Rephidim, again there was no water to drink.  God gave them water that flowed from a rock to the 
streams to refresh the wilderness, and attended them on their way towards Canaan.  All of these miracles embody 
our faith that God will provide for us no matter what, even if it is when we least expect it or is provided in a 
manner that we do not understand.  Those who, in any wilderness, keep to God's way, may trust Him to provide 
for them. 

Israel is Attacked (Exodus 17:8-16) - Before they departed Rephidim, Amalek came and attacked them.  Moses 
directed the warrior leader, Joshua, to assemble his men to defend the people.  He then climbed up a hill high 
above the battlefield and held the staff of God in his hand, as a way to encourage the soldiers.  Thus, both 
ministered to the Israelites in their own way, demonstrating that God calls His people to various services for His 
good.  But, while Moses hands became heavy in praying, Joshua's, in fighting, did not.  We thus see that the more 
spiritual any service is, the more apt we are to fail and flag in it.  To convince Israel that the hand of Moses did 
more for their safety than their own hands, his rod than their sword, the success of the Israelites rose and fell as 
Moses lifted up or let down his hands.  The church's cause is more or less successful, as its members are more or 
less strong in faith and fervent in prayer.  Then Moses gladly accepted help to hold up the rod from Aaron and Hur.  
The hands of Moses were steady until the sun went down and the battle was won.  It was great encouragement to 
the people to see Joshua on the field of battle, and Moses above them on the hill.  Jesus is both to us; our Joshua, 
who fights our battles, and our Moses, making intercession above, that our faith will not fail. 

Jethro Advises Moses (Exodus 18:1-27) – In this chapter of Exodus, Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-
law, sought and was granted audience with Moses, who by now had settled into a comfortable routine as the 
leader of the Israelites, interceding on their behalf with God, answering their questions about Him and 
adjudicating all of their disputes.  With the formal greetings between the two of them complete, Jethro wasted 
little time in boldly questioning the way Moses was operating.  He was doing everything himself.  Jethro strongly 
urged Moses to continue to “represent the people before God, and bring their cases before Him, but first to teach 
them the statutes and instructions and make known to them the way they are to go and the things they are to do” 
so the people could do more for themselves.  In the end, Moses listened to the wise advice of Jethro, chose able 
men from all Israel and appointed them as heads over the people.  These men judged the people at all times and 
brought the hard cases to Moses to settle.  This makes the point that great people should not only study to be 
useful themselves, but contrive to make others useful.  It reminds us too that those are not wise who think 
themselves too wise to be counselled. 

The Israelites Reach Mount Sinai and are Consecrated (Exodus 19:1-25) – Three months into their journey in the 
desert, the people of Israel arrived at the base of Mount Sinai, believed to be the southernmost point of their 
journey through the Sinai peninsula.  Camping there, Moses was summoned up the mountain by God where he 
was employed as the messenger of the covenant between God and His “treasured possession out of all the 
peoples”.  Moses relayed the covenantal instructions and conditions to the people, who answered with one voice, 
“All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.”  Moses, as a mediator, returned the words of the people to God.  Thus 
Christ, the Mediator, as a Prophet, reveals God's will to us, His precepts and promises; and then, as a Priest, offers 
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up to God our spiritual sacrifices, our prayers and praises, and our devout affections.  When Moses told the words 
of the people to the Lord, He said to Moses: "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.”  Having 
done so, that is to declare the Israelites sacred and to set them apart and dedicate them to the service of the Lord, 
their God, Moses further instructed the people not to go up the mountain or touch the edge of it.  Instead, he told 
them only to prepare for the third day when they would come out of camp to meet God.  On the morning of the 
third day, there was thunder and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on the mountain, and a blast of a trumpet so 
loud that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  There, the people were witness to the presence of God 
as Moses spoke to Him and He would answer in thunder.  When Moses came back down the mountain, he told the 
people what God directed.  Thus, the stage was set for the next encounter on the mountain. 

 

Commandments guided—Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods 
before me. Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 

am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not 
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 

livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 

therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder. 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

 

In the meantime… (Exodus 21-Deuteronomy 30) 

Moses served as the intermediary between God and the Hebrew people.  After Moses received the Ten 
Commandments, he was given the laws of the Book of the Covenant—consisting largely of expansions of the Ten 
Commandments.  Now he would lead the Israelites in establishing their covenant with the Lord.  Along with giving 
Moses the Ten Commandments and other laws, God instructed him as to how to organize worship for the 
Israelites.  From that time on, God’s presence would reside in the tabernacle, a portable tent of worship.  Inside 
the tabernacle sat the lavishly designed Ark of the Covenant, containing the stone tablets of the Ten 
Commandments.  God set apart priests for service, who conducted ritual sacrifices and other important worship 
activities.  One day every week—the Sabbath—was set apart to worship God and to rest from chores and business.  
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While he was speaking with God, Moses was away on the mountain for nearly six weeks.  Meanwhile in the valley 
below, the people’s impatience would lead to Moses facing a bitter homecoming.  When Moses witnesses that his 
brother Aaron has succumbed to the people’s request that he make a god for them to follow (the golden calf), he 
is angry and breaks the stone tablets.  Moses intercedes with God so that he does not destroy the people.  God 
uses the Levites and a plague to punish the people, indicating yet again that the consequences of sin are severe. 

Moses continued to meet with God face to face, and so would put a veil over his face when he re-entered the 
community because his face was so radiant.  Moses had experienced God’s awesome presence, and it showed.  
Now God would come down and reside among his people—in the tabernacle.  This holy tent provided space for 
the rituals of sacrifice and cleansing from sin that God required.  The best Hebrew artisans used their skills in 
woodworking, metalworking, weaving and embroidering to craft the materials for the tabernacle, including the 
lampstand, the table for sacred bread and the Ark of the Covenant.  The ark was gold-covered, with poles of acacia 
wood, also covered with gold, for transport.  The specifications for all these materials were quite detailed, and the 
results must have been beautiful indeed.  Yet the most awesome and important feature of this portable temple 
was not the furniture that filled it, but the Person who filled it. 

During the year that the Israelites were camped near Mount Sinai, God taught them who he was and what he 
required of them:  “I am holy, so you are to be holy.”  God instructed his people to bring specific offerings to the 
tabernacle—burnt offerings, grain offerings, fellowship offerings, sin offerings and guilt offerings.  The line of 
priests was anointed and an intricate system of animal sacrifices was instituted to atone for people’s sins. 

The promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was now a reality.  And this new nation was to be different, so that the 
entire world would know and worship the one true God, the very source of life and hope. 

The people marched out from their yearlong campout near Mount Sinai in organized units, grouped according to 
the 12 tribes (named after the 12 sons of Jacob).  God guided them with the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
night.  He had rescued his people from slavery, showed them his power, guided their steps, given them his law and 
gifted them with his presence.  By now, perhaps the people would trust God and his leading.  But the Israelites 
continued to blame God for their hardships, saying “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”  And yet the Lord continued to 
provide.    When they complained about not having food, the Lord provided bread from heaven (manna) and quail. 

God commanded Moses to send men to explore the land of Canaan, and so one man was sent from each of the 12 
tribes.  After 40 days they returned from exploring the land, and attested that the land was indeed flowing with 
milk and honey.  Yet they expressed concern that the inhabitants were powerful and the cities were well fortified.  
And yet two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, urged the Israelites to trust that the Lord would be with them and give 
them success in their conquest. 

Grumbling, complaining, plotting, unbelieving—the Hebrews were slow learners.  Because of their faithlessness, 
God declared that all the Israelites who were living at that time over the age of 20 would die in the wilderness and 
not get to enter the Promised Land.  The story picks up again nearly 40 years later.  The Israelites return to Kadesh, 
site of the rebellion that occurred when the spies returned from Canaan.  The Promised Land lies before them 
again.  By now, most of the people 20 years old or more at the time of that tragic rebellion had died.  Sadly, 
however, the attitude of this generation clearly resembles that of the previous one.  They begin the tired but 
familiar refrain:  “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”  The frustration and anger that had built up in Moses over the 
last 40 years came to expression.  In his rage, Moses struck the rock rather than obeying God’s instructions to 
speak to it.  Moses (and evidently Aaron) demonstrated a lack of trust in God and respect for his presence among 
his people.  The consequences were clear:  neither Moses nor Aaron would enter the Promised Land.  Moses 
continues to prepare the people for their journey across the Jordan River and into the Promised Land.  He gave 
many details and instructions, which detailed how to keep the basic command:  “Remember who you are, and to 
Whom you belong.” 

Excerpts from The Story, chapters 5 and 6 

 

 

Promise landed—Joshua 1:1-9 
9 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 
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In the meantime… (Joshua) 

Setting…The book of Joshua takes place in three geographic settings:  The Jordan River area as Israel prepares to 
cross over into Canaan (chapters 1-5); the land of Canaan as Israel divides and conquers (chapters 6:1-13:7); the 
subdivided land of Canaan inhabited by Israel, plus a portion of the east bank of the Jordon where two and a half 
tribes settled (chapters 13:8-24:33).  

God commissioned Joshua … to lead the Israelites in taking the land from its inhabitants.  As the people of Israel 
stood on the border of the Promised Land they faced many obstacles.  In addition, they were now following a new 
leader, Joshua.  How would the people respond?  How would Joshua know if he had earned their respect?  God 
understood and gave Joshua the same promises he had given to Moses.  In Joshua 3:7 God tells Joshua “Today I 
will begin to make you a great leader in the eyes of all the Israelites.  They will know that I am with you.”  

Conquests…The book of Joshua reflects in many ways the effects of godly leadership and faithful obedience to 
God’s word and law as it tells the story of Israel’s conquest of Canaan.  The first twelve chapters tell us of battles 
won and lost.  Lost when the people are unfaithful, disobedient, or strike out on their own.  Won when they are 
faithfully obedient and dependent upon God for victory.   While Israel’s army must be strong and courageous, it is 
clear that it is God who brings forth victory. 

Distribution… of the land to the tribes of Israel, the designation of refuges for manslayers, and the towns and 
pastures assigned to the Levites are found in chapters 13-31.  Chapters 28-31 link the books of Joshua and Judges, 
contrasting the blessedness of the founding generation with the wretchedness of the next.  The covenantal 
promises that Israel gives to God at the end of Joshua seem to disappear in Judges.   

 

Judges led—Judges 2:11-23 
16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who delivered them out of the power of those 

who plundered them. 17 Yet they did not listen even to their judges; for they lusted 
after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in 

which their ancestors had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of 
the LORD; they did not follow their example. 18 Whenever the LORD raised up judges 
for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he delivered them from the hand of 

their enemies all the days of the judge; for the LORD would be moved to pity by 
their groaning because of those who persecuted and oppressed them. 19 But 

whenever the judge died, they would relapse and behave worse than their 
ancestors, following other gods, worshiping them and bowing down to them. They 
would not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. Judges 2:16-19 
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JUDGES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
NAME DESCRIPTION YEARS REFERENCE 
Othniel After 8 years of oppression from King Cushan of Aram, the 

first judge, Othniel, went to war and delivered Israel from the 
Canaanites.   

40 Judges 1:12-13; 
3:7-11 

Ehud After 18 years killed Eglon, King of Moab with an iron dagger, 
and defeated the Moabites.  Left-handed. 

80 Judges 3:12-30 

Shamgar Shamgar killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad (poking 
device used to move animals along). 

Unknown Judges 3:31 

Deborah The only female judge.  Special abilities as a mediator, 
adviser and counselor.  Also known as a prophetess and a 

writer of songs.  After 20 years of oppression from King Jabin 
of Canaan, Deborah convinced Barak to attack Sisera’s 

troops.  Barak was victorious. 

40 Judges 4-5 

Gideon After 7 years of Midianite oppression, Gideon defeated the 
Midianites with only 300 men, using trumpets and jars.  

Military strategist who was expert at surprise.  Declined the 
people’s desire to make him king.  A member of the Hall of 

Faith in Hebrews 11. 

40 Judges 6-8; 
Hebrews 11:32 

Tola The son of Puah son of Dodo from the tribe of Issachar.  He 
lived in Ephraim. 

23 Judges 10:1-2 

Jair A man from Gilead who had thirty sons who rode thirty 
donkeys, and they had thirty towns in Gilead.  Father of 

Mordecai. 

22 Judges 10:3-5; 
Esther 2:5 

Jephthah After 18 years of Ammonite oppression, Jephthah delivered 
Israel after making a vow with the Lord to sacrifice whoever 

met him at the door of his house upon his return to his 
house.  The first person to meet him was his only child, his 

daughter, he fulfilled his vow.  He is listed as a hero of faith in 
Hebrews 11. 

6 Judges 11:1-12:7;  
Hebrews 11:32 

Ibzan Ibzan was from Bethlehem.  He had thirty sons and thirty 
daughters. 

7 Judges 12:8-10 

Elon Elon was a Hittite from the tribe of Zebulun. 10 Judges 12:11-12 

Abdon Abdon, son of Hillel, had forty sons and thirty grandsons who 
rode on seventy donkeys. 

8 Judges 12:13-15 

Samson A Nazarite with superhuman strength.  Killed 1000 Philistines 
with a jawbone.  Deceived by Delilah.  Destroyed a Philistine 

temple.  He is listed in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11. 

20 Judges 13-16; 
Hebrews 11:32 

Samuel Samuel was the last and most effective of Israel’s judges and 
the first of the prophets.  Used by God to assist Israel’s 

transition from a loosely governed tribal people to a 
monarchy.  Anointed the first two kings of Israel (Saul & 

David).  He is listed in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11.  Read 
Chapter 10 in “The Story”. 

40 
 

1 Samuel 1-28; 
Psalm 99:6; 

Jeremiah 15:1; 
Acts 3:24; 

Hebrews 11:32 

 

 

In the meantime… 

Saul becomes the first God appointed King of Israel, in the midst of crisis, sometime between 1050-1020 BC (1 Sam 
11:15).  In his early days, the real strength of Saul was his devoted relationship to God.  But he never had the 
wholehearted support of all the Israelites.  It appears that Saul’s kingdom was an act of desperation on the part of  
the Israelites and his role was never solidly defined.  The Ammonites, Amalekites and the Philistines controlled 
much of the land of Israel.  They were ill prepared for war, lacking the weapons to defend themselves (1 Sam 13).  
Saul’s reign was one of defense and struggle.  Saul waged many successful battles and spent all of his time 
defending a kingdom with no infrastructure (cities, palaces, etc.); that would wait until the reign of his successor 
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David.  Although he was known for personal courage & generosity, he was impulsive and tended to overstep his 
bounds.  He disobeyed God on several occasions which led to his demise (1 Sam 15:22, 23).  He is pictured as 
spending much of his time diverting his attention to the pursuit of David and tried to kill him on multiple occasions 
out of irrational jealousy.  His life ended in suicide; transformed into a tragic, pitiable person; tormented by an evil 
spirit from the Lord (1 Sam 15:14) and rejected by God.   His complete story is told in 1 Samuel 9-31. 

 

David trusted—1 Samuel 17:1-50 
45 But David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and 

javelin; but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This very day the LORD will deliver you into my 

hand.  1 Samuel 17:45-46 
 

In the meantime… (1 Samuel 16-30, 1 Kings 2, Chronicles) 

1 Samuel 16 thru 1 Kings 2 and Chronicles tell the stories of David’s rise to power from the humble circumstances 
of a shepherd to the second and greatest king of Israel.  Amid many difficult circumstances, he escaped King Saul’s 
attempts to kill him, captured Jerusalem, established it as his capitol, unified the nation, and built an empire that 
stretched from Egypt to Mesopotamia during a 40-year reign.  Through it all we see God favoring David and events 
consistently turning out in his favor. 

David was a man of many talents … a shepherd, musician, poet, warrior, politician, administrator, but most 
prominent as God’s chosen king for his nation Israel, a man after God’s own heart…despite his flaws.  

The celebration…of David’s victory over Goliath rouses Saul’s jealousy so much that he seeks ways to get rid of 
David but David continues to comfort and protect Saul.  He marries 
Saul’s daughter Michal who loves him and helps him escape from 
her father.  Saul’s son Jonathan and David’s deep loving friendship 
grows even stronger and they renew their covenant.  Saul realizes 
that God is with David not him and spends the rest of his life 
hunting and trying to kill David---even having 85 priests and their 
households killed for aiding David, but David refuses to harm Saul.  
Victory follows victory for David. 

After Saul’s death…Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was installed as king 
over Israel (the northern tribes), by Abner, Saul’s commander. 
David returns to Judah. In a public ceremony the men of Judah 
anointed David as king at Hebron where he reigned 7.5 years.  His 
accession over Judah leads to civil war with Ishbosheth.  The 
conflict ends when Abner and Ishbosheth are assassinated.  The 
tribes of Israel come to Hebron and anoint David as their king also. 

King David conquers Jerusalem, which becomes known as the City 
of David and takes up residence there.  He brings the ark up to 
Jerusalem with much enthusiasm and celebration.  David 
consolidates his empire by defeating the Philistines and 
surrounding countries. 

Davidic covenant…Nathan delivers an oracle from God, rejecting 
David’s desire to build a house for God, but promising him an 
enduring dynasty.  Assuring David that he himself would have a 
descendant on the throne in perpetuity (2 Samuel 7).  Using the 
language of divine adoption that David’s son would be God’s son 
(Psalm 89:27-28).  David’s response was a prayer of gratitude (2 
Samuel 7:18-29).  
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David busted—2 Samuel 12:1-15; Psalm 51 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
Psalm 51:10-12 

 
In the meantime… 

After David’s denunciation… by Nathan and his repentance the story continues with the account of Absalom’s 
revolt, which is sparked by the rape of Absalom’s sister Tamar by their half-brother Amnon and David’s handling of 
the matter.  Followed by a second revolt led by the Benjaminite Sheba, the execution of Saul’s heirs in 
appeasement of the Gibeonites and the stemming of a plague brought on by David’s census.  

The final portion of the David story… is about Solomon’s accession.  When David was aged and could no longer 
function as king his son Adonijah made claim to the throne but Bathsheba and Nathan successfully conspired to 
persuade David to name Solomon as the heir to the throne over Adonijah.  David clearly named Solomon as his 
successor and gave him instructions on how to lead the nation.  He charges Solomon “observe the requirements of 
the LORD your God, and follow all his ways so you will be successful in all you do and wherever you go.  If you do 
this then the LORD will keep the promise he made to me.  If your descendants live as they should and follow me 
faithfully with all their heart and soul, one of them will always sit on the throne of Israel.” (1 Kings 2:1-4)   David 
counsels Solomon to requite or reward, as he sees appropriate, certain individuals for their behavior toward David 
(1 Kings 2:5–9). Then David dies after a forty-year reign, thirty-three years in Jerusalem following his seven-year 
tenure in Hebron. 

David made preparations… for the building of the Temple including the exact spot for the Temple, his 
appointment of the duties and divisions of Levites, musicians, gatekeepers, and other functionaries for the Temple 
worship but God chose Solomon to build the Temple.   

In the latter prophets…David and his kingship take on eschatological significance as symbols of God’s favor past 
and present but especially in the future.  In the Psalter David appears in the superscriptions of almost half the 
psalms, fourteen tie in with incidents in David’s life.  The importance of the royal psalms including their placement 
points to the significance of David and the Davidic kingship.  In the NT David is significant as the ancestor of Jesus, 
who is the “son of David” and the Davidic king par excellence. 

Superscriptions of Psalms  

Of the 150 Psalms in the OT, seventy-three have superscriptions referring to David. Most simply read ledhawidh 
 which is likely an ascription of authorship (“by David”) but might also be a dedication (“to/for David”) or a ,(ִדָלְדל)
designation of subject matter or the like (i.e., “belonging to or pertaining to David” as in a “David” collection).  A 
few superscriptions contain allusions to episodes in the books of Samuel. These data illustrate the tendency to 
ascribe Psalms to David because of his reputation as a musician and to try to correlate Psalms with stories about 
him. NIBD 

 

Solomon prayed—1 Kings 3:1-15; 8:22-30 
9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, 
able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great 

people?” 10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1 Kings 3:9-10 
 
 

http://biblia.com/books/nidbab/article/A.75
http://biblia.com/books/nidbab/article/S.342
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In the meantime… (1 Kings 9-14) 

King Solomon ruled (1 Kings 9:1-11:43) - Now when Solomon finished offering all this prayer and this plea to the 
Lord, he arose from facing the altar of the Lord, where he had knelt with hands outstretched toward heaven; he 
stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel.  Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the 
Lord.  In 1 Kings 9, God appeared to Solomon for the second time.  After consecrating the temple that Solomon 
had just dedicated to Him, God charged Solomon to walk before Him as Solomon’s father, David, did, in integrity of 
heart and in uprightness and according to all His commands.  In return, He would establish the throne of 
Solomon’s kingdom over Israel forever.  Thus began a tremendously prosperous period for Solomon and the 
people of Israel.  Solomon reigned as king for approximately thirty more years after the temple was completed.  
During this time, Israel experienced expansion on a grand scale as Solomon led the rebuilding of the cities of Hazor, 
Megiddo and Gezer and built new fortified cities along Israel’s borders at Lower Beth Horon, Baalath and Tadmor.  
He raised a huge army and built a fleet of ships that he stationed at Ezion Geber, on the shore of the Red Sea.  His 
God-given wisdom and shrewd business acumen resulted in the vast accumulation of wealth throughout the 
country.  In fact, as his wisdom grew, his wealth grew proportionally.  His reputation as a wise ruler traveled far 
and wide.  “All the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.”  
One who came to Jerusalem to appear before Solomon was the queen of Sheba who sought audience to test him 
with hard questions.  Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for the king that he could 
not explain to her.  Before leaving for her own country, she gave the king gold, spices and precious stones.  There 
were many others who came to hear Solomon’s wisdom and left behind much wealth – silver, gold, garments, 
armor, spices, horses and mules.  But slowly, Solomon started to make poor choices.  Much of his economic 
success was built on diplomatic alliances.  In the ancient world, such alliances were generally sealed with marriage 
relations, and Solomon eventually accumulated a thousand wives and concubines including many women from 
foreign courts.  These foreigners ultimately led to his downfall.  The more he resembled the other kings of the 
ancient world, the further he moved away from Israel’s covenant relationship with God.  Besides worshipping his 
wives’ foreign gods, Solomon also established forced labor for his own citizens.  This was unheard of among free 
Israelites, and Israel would not bear it for long.  Soon, Jeroboam, a servant of Solomon rebelled against the king.  
Met by the prophet Ahijah on the road from Jerusalem, Jeroboam was told that the God of Israel would shortly 
"tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon" and would give ten of the tribes to Jeroboam.  God said, “This is 
because he has forsaken me, worshiped Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and 
Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and has not walked in my ways, doing what is right in my sight and keeping my 
statutes and my ordinances, as his father David did.” 

The kingdom divided and fought (1 Kings 12:1-14:31) - When Solomon died after forty years as king over all of 
Israel, in 931 B.C., his son, Rehoboam, succeeded him.  There was trouble from the start.  Jeroboam, previously in 
hiding for fear of King Solomon, came to the new king and pleaded on behalf of the people of Israel for the king to 
"lighten the hard service of King Solomon and the heavy yoke that he placed on the people so that the people 
would gladly serve the new king.”  But, Rehoboam, making the first of many bad decisions during his 17-year reign 
as king, responded, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with 
whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.”  When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and 
called him to the assembly and made him king over all Israel.  Thus, the ten northern tribes revolted against 
Rehoboam who was left with only two tribes—Judah and Benjamin—along with a good portion of the tribe of Levi, 
which was interspersed among all the other tribes of Israel.  And so, Solomon's glorious kingdom fractured.  That 
provocative act moved Rehoboam to assemble all the house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred 
eighty thousand chosen troops to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam.  But God 
intervened, saying, “You shall not go up or fight against your kindred.  Let everyone go home, for this thing is from 
me.”   For the time being conflict between brothers was averted. 

Now Israel in the north was much larger than the southern Judah.  But Israel was also less unified than Judah.  Not 
only did it include more tribes, but it had neither a central shrine, like the temple in Jerusalem, nor the ark of the 
covenant.  So Jeroboam said to himself, “Now the kingdom may well revert to the house of David.  If this people 
continues to go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, the heart of this people will turn again 
to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me and return to King Rehoboam of Judah.”  The king took 
counsel, and made two calves of gold for the people to worship so they would not go to Jerusalem.  He said to the 
people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough.  Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt.”  He strategically placed these two idols in the two geographical extremes of his new empire.  The 
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first, Bethel, just a few miles north of Jerusalem, which means “house of God”, had been a traditional place of 
worship since the days of the patriarchs.  The location of the other calf, Dan, was in the most northerly extreme of 
Israel.  In so doing, Jeroboam made sure that one of the worship centers was closer to the Israelites than was 
Jerusalem.  And all of this was too much for Rehoboam to bear.  Shortly thereafter, he initiated border wars 
against Jeroboam, likely over the territory of Benjamin which was a buffer zone, of sorts, between the two 
kingdoms.  From then, through all their days, there was armed conflict between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 

 

God provided—2 Kings 4:1-7 
2 Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the 
house?” She answered, “Your servant has nothing in the house, except a jar of 

oil.” 3 He said, “Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels 
and not just a few.4 Then go in, and shut the door behind you and your children, 

and start pouring into all these vessels; when each is full, set it aside.” 5 So she left 
him and shut the door behind her and her children; they kept bringing vessels to 
her, and she kept pouring. 6 When the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring 

me another vessel.” But he said to her, “There are no more.” Then the oil stopped 
flowing. 2 Kings 4:2-6 
 

Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17-2 Kings 4) 

God Appoints The Prophet Elijah (1 Kings 17:1-18:19) – In the Northern Kingdom of Israel, King Jeroboam reigned 
for 22 years before he died and was buried with his ancestors.  Over the course of the next 35 years, 6 different 
kings ruled the kingdom.  In approximately 874 B.C., King Ahab came to power; he did evil in the sight of the Lord 
and did more to provoke God to anger than all the kings of Israel who had come before him.  It was during Ahab’s 
reign that a Tishbite man, of Gilead, named Elijah came to prominence as a prophet of God.  To announce 
punishment and warn the king and the rest of the nation to change its ways, God appointed this man of the desert 
regions to bring a message of repentance.  Elijah went to King Ahab and declared that a severe drought would 
begin immediately to test Israel and its leadership.  Withholding rain, that would bring severe famine throughout 
the kingdom, was the first miracle God did through Elijah.   

Elijah Triumphs Over the Priests of Baal (1 Kings 18:20-18:46) – Elijah’s greatest public miracle involved a contest 
with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah on Mount Carmel.  Three and a half years into the 
drought, Elijah invited these false prophets and all Israel to a demonstration to show that Baal had no power at all 
against the God of Israel.  The outcome would demonstrate who served the true God.  To show God’s power, Elijah 
told the large crowd, “I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men”.  
Elijah continued, “How long will you falter between two opinions?  If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, 
follow him”.  God would give convincing proof that day that He was Israel’s only true God.  So the contest 
commenced.  Throughout the day, the false prophets called on their god to send down fire and consume an animal 
sacrifice—but to no avail.  At the end of the day, Elijah called on Israel’s God to send fire to swallow up the sacrifice 
prepared for Him.  God responded to Elijah’s prayer.  In a moment, thousands witnessed the fire from heaven 
consume the carcass as well as the stone dais on which it was set.  Elijah exposed the deception of the false 
prophets of Baal and at last the hearts of the Israelites were convinced that only Israel’s God could do this miracle.  
Then God’s Spirit moved Elijah to pray that it would rain; and the rains came, ending the terrible drought. 

God Reveals Elijah’s Successor (1 Kings 19:11-19:21) – As Elijah was nearing the end of his ministry, God directed 
him to anoint a younger man named Elisha to take his place.  Elisha, son of Shaphat, was from Abel Meholah, of 
the Jordan Valley.  Elijah found Elisha out in a field plowing on his father’s farm.  Elijah placed his mantle (a cloak-
like garment) on Elisha’s shoulders, and Elisha apparently understood this symbolic act as being appointed to the 
role of a prophet.  Without hesitation, Elisha accepted the call to service, leaving the comfort of his family and 
home to follow a less predictable life that would require personal sacrifice.  Elisha began his ministry as Elijah’s 
student and personal attendant.  The young man would first prove himself faithful in small things, such as the 
humble duty of pouring water on the hands of Elijah. 



19 
 

Elijah Ascends to Heaven; Elisha Takes Over (2 Kings 2:1-2:18) – Finally, the day came for Elijah to depart.  As 
Elijah and Elisha were walking and talking, a chariot of fire suddenly appeared with horses of fire, and separated 
the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  God had suddenly taken Elijah out of service, and 
Elisha was privileged to watch the miraculous way in which his master departed.  Elisha reached down and picked 
up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from the prophet when he was taken away.  This represented the authority 
God had given His prophet.  Elijah had used it earlier that same morning in miraculously causing the waters of the 
Jordan River to divide.  After picking up Elijah’s mantle, Elisha went to the Jordan to test whether the spirit of Elijah 
had really fallen upon him.  Approaching the river, he asked, “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?”  And when he also 
had struck the water, it was divided; and Elisha crossed over. 

Elisha Performs Miracles (2 Kings 2:19-4:37) – Elisha’s ministry began by healing a spring of water near Jericho.  
This spring possessed certain toxic qualities; it was unfit for drinking and had destroyed the foliage around it.  
When Elisha was told about this, he asked to have some salt in a new bowl brought to him.  He tossed the salt into 
the gushing spring and the poison of the pool of water was suddenly healed.  God declared through the prophet, 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘I have healed this water; from it there shall be no more death or barrenness’”.  Elisha’s 
second recorded miracle, found in 2 Kings 4:1-7, granted an impoverished family of faith a financial blessing.  Two 
additional miracles were wrought for a married couple dwelling in the town of Shunem.  Elisha the prophet often 
stayed at the home of this childless couple, as his ministry would take him from town to town.  As a gesture of 
appreciation for their hospitality, he prophesied that they would have a son who would bring them great joy.  
Later, the little boy suffered an illness while out in the field, and his mother went searching diligently until she 
found Elisha.  The prophet went back to her house to see what could be done.  The boy had died but Elisha prayed 
and God raised the boy from the dead. 

The Legacy of Elijah and Elisha - Elijah is considered one of the most important prophets of the Old Testament.  He 
was commissioned to deliver fearless messages of condemnation and judgment to the king and to the people, 
warning them to turn from sin.  He faithfully carried out God’s mission in the face of danger and hardship.  His was 
a singular voice of “one crying in the wilderness” to rebuke sin in the land and to expose the false prophets and 
false religions of his day.  Elisha’s ministry was to build on the work that Elijah had begun by teaching the people 
God’s ways.  His prophetic ministry included works of healing and restoration and he became known as the 
prophet of peace and healing.  Throughout his long and effective years of labor, Elisha continued to advance the 
important spiritual education that was so needed, bringing joy to people through miracles from God.  His gentle 
spirit enabled him to have a positive influence on the lives of many in Israel. 

 

Kings ruled—2 Kings 12:1-18 
In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash began to reign; he reigned forty years in 

Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba.2 Jehoash did what was 
right in the sight of the LORD all his days, because the priest Jehoiada instructed 
him. 3 Nevertheless the high places were not taken away; the people continued to 

sacrifice and make offerings on the high places. 2 Kings 12:1-3 
 

In the meantime…Some were good, most were not (1 and 2 Kings) 

Following the rule of King Solomon, the nation of the Jewish people split into two separate kingdoms.  These 
kingdoms were subsequently ruled by 20 separate monarchs each until, many years later, both met their separate 
end.  Most of the rulers were poor leaders, who did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  They ignored the Lord, they 
murdered others and they facilitated the worship of idols and false gods.  In short, they abandoned God's laws.  
The worst was probably King Ahab, who ruled the Northern Kingdom of Israel for 21 years, because of his marriage 
to Jezebel (the daughter of the King of Tyre and who was a dominant influence on Ahab and strove to spread idol 
worship of Baal in Israel), his worship of Baal, his disobedience to prophetic warnings and words, and also because 
of the murder of Naboth (a landowner who refused to sell a plot of land which Ahab wished to acquire).  Another 
poor monarch was not a king at all, but rather a queen - Athaliah, who ruled the Southern Kingdom of Judah for 7 
years.  She is sometimes described as devilish for her acts of treachery that included having her own grandchildren 
murdered to allow her to take the crown for herself.  Not only was she a worshipper of Baal, but she was also a 
terrible person who ruined just about everything she touched.  But there were some good kings.  These righteous 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahab
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leaders did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.  Through their actions, they tried to turn their people’s eyes 
back to the one true God by doing what they could to honor and restore God's house, celebrate His holy days, and 
revere the laws He gave Moses.  Hezekiah, who ruled Judah for 29 years, and Josiah, who also ruled Judah for 31 
years, are widely seen as the best kings.  Hezekiah restored the Temple in Jerusalem to its former glory, started 
Passover celebrations in Jerusalem, and tried to unite the north and south again by calling a truce and a throwing a 
huge party.  King Josiah not only walked in the ways of his ancestor David, but he also destroyed all the idols in 
Judah.  He continued with the Passover celebrations that Hezekiah initiated and he even discovered a new book of 
laws written by Moses. 

Kings no more.  For 209 years, kings ruled over the Kingdom of Israel.  In 722 B.C., the last of those 20 kings, King 
Hoshea, saw his people conquered and assimilated by Assyria.  In 586 B.C., after 344 years as a separate nation, 
the Kingdom of Judah was conquered by the Babylonian Empire; King Zedekiah and most of his people were taken 
prisoner and exiled to Babylon.  Thus, the glorious era of being ruled by an earthly king, which began with the 
inauspicious inauguration of Israel’s first king, Saul, by the prophet Samuel, came to a close.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anno_Domini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neo-Babylonian_Empire
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God desires—Micah 6:6-8 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Prophets warned—Isaiah 40:1-8 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 

    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

PROPHET PROPHESIED CENTRAL TEACHING 
YEARS 

(BC) 
BIBLE PASSAGE & 

(KEY VERSE) 
Elijah To Israel Yahweh, not Baal, is God 875-850 1 Kgs 17:1-2; 2 Kgs 2:18 

(1 Kgs 18:21) 

Micaiah Predicted death of 
Ahab 

Judgement on Ahab; Proof of 
prophecy 

856 1 Kgs 22; 2 Chr 18 
(1 Kgs 22:28) 

Elisha To Israel God’s miraculous power 855-800 1 Kgs 19:15-21; 2 Kgs 2-
9; 13 

(2 Kgs 5:15) 

Jonah Concerning God’s 
Sovereignty 

God’s universal concern 786-746 2 Kgs 14:25; Jonah 
(Jonah 4:11) 

Hosea To Israel God’s unquenchable love 786-746 Hosea 
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(Hos 11:8-9) 

Amos To Israel God’s call for justice and 
righteousness 

760-750 Amos 
(Amos 5:24) 

Isaiah To Judah Hope through repentance & 
suffering 

740-698 2 Kgs 19-20; Isaiah 
(Isa 1:18; 53:4-6) 

Micah To Judah Call for humble mercy & 
justice 

735-710 Jer 26:18; Micah 
(Mic 6:8) 

Oded To Israel Do not go beyond God’s 
command 

733 2 Chr 28:9-11 
(2 Chr 28:9) 

Nahum Concerning 
Nineveh 

God’s jealousy protects His 
people 

686-612 Nahum 
(Nah 1:2-3) 

Zephaniah To Judah Hope for humble righteous 640-621 Zephaniah 
(Zeph 2:3) 

Jeremiah To Judah Faithful prophet points to new 
covenant 

626-584 2 Chr 36:12; Jeremiah 
(Jer 31:33-34) 

Huldah 
(prophetess) 

To Jerusalem God’s Book is accurate 621 2 Kgs 22; 2 Chr 34 
(2 Kgs 22:16) 

Daniel In Babylon God’s sovereignty, predicted 
the progress of the kingdoms 

of the world from his own 
time until the arrival of God’s 

kingdom 

620-540 Daniel 
(Daniel 2 & 7) 

Habakkuk To Judah God calls for faithfulness 608-598 Habakkuk 
(Hab 2:4) 

Ezekiel To Exiles in 
Babylonia 

Future hope for new 
community of worship 

593-571 Ezekiel 
(Ezek 37:12-13) 

Obadiah Concerning Edom Doom on Edom to bring God’s 
kingdom 

580 Obadiah 
(Obad 21) 

Joel To Judah Call to repent and experience 
God’s Spirit 

539-331 Joel 
(Joel 2:28-29) 

Haggai To Judah The priority of God’s house 520 Ezra 5:1; 6:14; Haggai 
(Hag 2:8-9) 

Zechariah To Judah Faithfulness will lead to God’s 
universal rule 

520-514 Ezra 5:1; 6:14; Zechariah 
(Zech 14:9) 

Malachi To Judah Honor God and wait for His 
righteousness 

500-450 Malachi 
(Mal 4:2) 

 
Holman Book of Biblical Charts, Maps, and Reconstructions. 1993. P. 62. 
Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps & Timelines.  2005.  P.67. 

 

 

Messiah promised—Isaiah 7:14 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with 
child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 

 
The prophets predicted many events and circumstances that were completely fulfilled by Jesus Christ.  The 
following chart lists a few relative to Jesus’ birth and identity. 
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Prophetic Scripture Subject Fulfilled 

"And My servant David will be king over them, 
and they will all have one shepherd; and they will 
walk in My ordinances, and keep My statutes, and 

observe them." (Ezekiel 37:24) 

will 
shepherd 

His people 

"`And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, Are by no 
means least among the leaders of Judah; For out 

of you shall come forth a Ruler, Who will 
shepherd My people Israel.'" (Matthew 2:6) 

There will be no end to the increase of His 
government or of peace, on the throne of David 

and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and righteousness from 

then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:7) 

heir to the 
throne of 

David 

"He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him 

the throne of His father David; and He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever; and His 

kingdom will have no end." (Luke 1:32-33) 

"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little 
to be among the clans of Judah, from you One 

will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His 
goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 

eternity." (Micah 5:2) 

born in 
Bethlehem 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and family of David, in order to 
register, along with Mary, who was engaged to 
him, and was with child.... And she gave birth to 

her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in 
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:4-5, 7) 

"Therefore the LORD Himself will give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, 
and she will call His name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

to be born 
of a virgin 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city in Galilee, called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; 

and the virgin's name was Mary.... And the angel 
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you 

have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you 

shall name Him Jesus." (Luke 1:26-27, 30-31) 

A voice is calling, "Clear the way for the LORD in 
the wilderness; make smooth in the desert a 

highway for our God. Let every valley be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; and let 
the rough ground become a plain, and the rugged 
terrain a broad valley; Then the glory of the LORD 
will be revealed, and all flesh will see it together; 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." (Isaiah 

40:3-5) 

the way 
prepared 

And he came into all the district around the 
Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness, `Make 
ready the way of the Lord, make His paths 

straight. `Every ravine shall be filled up, and 
every mountain and hill shall be brought low; 

and the crooked shall become straight, and the 
rough roads smooth; and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.'" (Luke 3:3-6) 

"Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great and 

terrible day of the LORD. And he will restore the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the 

hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the land with a curse." (Malachi 4:5-6) 

preceded by 
Elijah 

"For all the prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John. And if you care to accept it, he 

himself is Elijah, who was to come." (Matthew 
11:13-14) 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezekiel%2037.24
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"I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He 
said to Me, `Thou art My Son, today I have 

begotten Thee.'" (Psalm 2:7) 
 
 

declared 
the Son of 

God 

"He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him 

the throne of His father David;" (Luke 1:32) 
 

and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, 
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-

pleased." (Matthew 3:17) 

 

 

Hope rose—Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 [a] The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament:  Prophecies of Daniel and Isaiah 

A most fascinating prophecy foretelling the birth of Jesus is recorded by the prophet Daniel in the Old Testament.  
It concerns the time frame in which the Messiah would come to save His people.  Daniel tells of a specific period of 
time - sixty-nine weeks (seven weeks and sixty-two weeks) beginning from when the decree is issued for the 
rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem preceding the coming of Jesus until the Messiah is born:  “Know and understand 
this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler comes 
there will be seven weeks and sixty-two week’.  It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.” 
(Daniel 9:25) 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Psalm%202.7
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%201.32
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew%203.17
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A2-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17832a
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The term “weeks” as used in this verse is the Hebrew word "shabua", meaning seven. It does not necessarily mean 
seven days as westerners think when they hear the word week; rather it means seven time periods - usually days 
or years.  It is evident that Daniel is indicating years here by the context (yom is the word that means day).  Daniel 
states that in 483 years (69 x 7 = 483) from a ruler’s decree to rebuild Jerusalem, the Messiah will come. 

The challenge in understanding this prophecy begins with the fact that there is more than one decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem.  For example, Nehemiah records the decree made by Artaxerxes in 444 BC (Nehemiah 2:1-8).   On the 
other hand, Ezra records the following decree by Cyrus, which took place much later (Ezra 1:1-4).  Which decree 
then is the one Daniel is talking about?  Which one is the beginning point of the 483 years preceding the Messiah?  
444 BC or 583 BC?  To make things a bit more complex, there are also the decrees in Ezra 5:3, the decree of Darius, 
and in Ezra 7:11, the decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra. 

H.W. Hoehner scrutinized the issue in his work, “Chronological Aspects in the Life of Christ.” He indicates that the 
correct decree must have been the one mentioned in Nehemiah 2, as only that decree addresses the restoration of 
the city in addition to the rebuilding of the temple.  Hoehner concludes that 483 years from that date, with each 
Jewish year being 360 days, terminates squarely in 33 AD, at the time of the cross. He goes into much more detail, 
but you get the idea.  Either decree places the birth of Jesus Christ the Messiah at approximately the same time. 

Regardless of which explanation to which one might subscribe, and there are many other points of view not 
represented here, this prophecy is profound.   One can see that either of these renderings is close enough to 
demonstrate evidence of divine origin. Let's not miss the forest for the trees. Daniel foretold the time of Jesus with 
incredible precision! 

Isaiah (740-698 BC) the prophet records perhaps the most well-known passage in the Old Testament concerning 
the coming of the Messiah. The words are profound and provide comfort to the people of Israel that their King, the 
Son of God will come to make His Kingdom on earth:  "But there will be no more gloom for her (Israel) who was in 
anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He 
shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who 
walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them." (Isaiah 9:1-2) 

Isaiah continues this wonderful prophecy about the life of Jesus, indicating that He (Messiah) would have a 
ministry to the people of Galilee. If there is any question about whom the ”light“ is, verse 6 explains:  "For a child 
will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace." 

The Messiah’s royal titles attest to His relationship to God and depict Him as a mighty warrior capable of 
establishing peace in His previously war torn realm. The first title portrays the Messiah as an extraordinary military 
strategist providing victory for His people. The second title, “Mighty God” shows His divine nature. “Eternal Father” 
pictures the Messiah as a beneficent Ruler who demonstrates fatherly love for His people. “Prince of Peace” 
signified His kingdom would be characterized by social justice and prosperity and continuing on, “It will know no 
end.”  With these prophesies, the people of Israel had every reason to hope in the future. The Light of the World 
was coming! 

 

Jesus born—Luke 2:1-21 (Christmas Eve) 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.10 But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:8-14 
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God enfleshed—John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.  John 1:1-5 

 

Son grew—Luke 2:41-52 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
Luke 2:52 
 

John the Baptist prepares the way (Luke 3:1-20, Matthew 3:1-12, Mark 1:1-8, John 1:19-28) 

At the same time that Jesus was growing in wisdom and stature, there was another young man named John who 
was also coming of age.  A distant relative of Jesus through both of their mothers, John was born to Zechariah and 
Elizabeth shortly before his “cousin”, Jesus.  Ultimately, it would become John’s role to identify and announce the 
coming of the long-awaited Messiah. 

John served as the forerunner or herald of the Messiah and was to prepare for him by fulfilling an Elijah-like role by 
calling the people to repentance.  Luke gives an extraordinarily precise date for the beginning of John’s ministry.  
He writes: “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar…the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness; and he went into all the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:1-3).  “The fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar” is generally understood as a 
reference to A.D. 29. 

John the Baptist was a unique individual, a man who definitely stood apart from the crowd.  It was God’s will that 
John not be contaminated by the corrupt religious system of his day.  He was a Nazarite from birth and was filled 
with the Holy Spirit while still in the womb (Luke 1:15).  He wore clothing made of camel’s hair and ate locusts and 
wild honey (Matthew 3:4).  From childhood he lived in the desert or wilderness regions of Judea.  While he was 
born into a priestly family, he did not take his father’s name, nor his work (Luke 1:59-63, 80).  His message was not 
polished, but blunt and to the point.  Rather than receiving all who would come, he verbally attacked some of 
those in his audience.  And although John was a prophet, he did not perform any miraculous signs (John 10:41).  
Yet this was the man whom God had chosen to introduce His Son, the Messiah.   

John’s message was an announcement that the kingdom of heaven was near at hand (Matthew 3:2). John was 
careful to contrast his ministry with that of the Messiah.  John was merely a voice, crying in the wilderness; the 
Messiah was much greater.  John baptized with water, but the Messiah’s baptism was far greater.  In Matthew, 
John’s news that the Messiah would soon appear was also a warning to the Jewish leaders, including the Pharisees, 
those who were generally regarded to be the most zealous of the religious leaders.  John’s message was a warning 
of coming judgment. 

The Gospel Accounts of the Proclamation of John the Baptist – The Gospels convey many points in common 
concerning John the Baptist and his ministry.  Most notably, in each of the Gospels, John the Baptist is portrayed as 
secondary to Jesus.  Jesus is stronger; Jesus is the one whose sandals John is not worthy to untie.  But each Gospel 
also has its own unique argument and emphases. 

To describe when John is to begin his preaching, Luke uses an expression that is often employed in the Old 
Testament to emphasize the fact that prophets were moved by God and spoke under God’s influence: “The word 
of God came to John” (Luke 3:2).  Luke further states that John preached repentance and urged the crowds to 
produce good fruits.  In so doing, he provides a good account of John’s teaching.  When asked by the crowds what 
they should do, John urged them not to do extraordinary feats of fasting, but to have compassion for the poor and 
to deal justly with their neighbors.  They were to share their food and clothing.  When specific groups of people 
raised the same question, his answers were direct and practical.  He gave specific examples of what “fruits worthy 
of repentance” should look like (Luke 3:11-14). 
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Matthew’s account of John’s ministry depicts a distinctive thrust of his ministry.  It has a different focus when it 
comes to John’s response to those who came to observe him; it focuses on one specific segment of the crowd.  He 
calls attention to the “Pharisees and Sadducees” who came, not to be baptized, but on account of his baptism 
(Matthew 3:7).  While some translations of Matthew choose to make it appear that these religious leaders came to 
be baptized, Luke’s account makes it very clear that the scribes and Pharisees left without being baptized (Luke 
7:30). 

Mark’s Gospel begins immediately with the preaching of John the Baptist.  Before even mentioning John’s name, 
however, the author cites a quotation which evokes the Prophet Isaiah: “Behold, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you; he will prepare your way.  A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths’” (Mark 2:3).  In this quotation, Mark actually combines three texts in order to set the 
scene for the ministry of John.  He establishes the note of expectation by referring to a messenger who would 
prepare the way (Malachi 3:1; Exodus 23:20).  This forerunner would cry out—in the desert—the need to prepare 
a way for the Lord (Isaiah 40:3).  Mark also describes a tremendous response to John’s preaching (Mark 1:5).  The 
author paints the scene of people who are hungry for forgiveness, ready for conversion. 

The Gospel of John the Evangelist is particularly focused on John the Baptist as a witness.  In the Prologue of this 
Gospel, Jesus is understood as the preexistent Word “in the beginning with God” (John 1:2).   He is also described 
as the light that shines in the darkness.  The role of John the Baptist is seen specifically in relation to Jesus: “He 
came for testimony, to testify to the light” (John 1:7).  John is the herald, the one who gives witness to Jesus.  Here 
the evangelist could not be clearer: “He [John the Baptist] was not the light, but came to testify to the light” (John 
1:8).  In this Gospel, John is consistently seen as pointing away from himself and testifying to Jesus.  The Prologue 
summarizes his ministry: “John testified to him [Jesus] and cried out, saying, ‘This was he of whom I said, “The one 
who is coming after me ranks ahead of me”’” (John 1:15). 

 

John baptized—John 1:29-34 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29 

 

Baptism in the Presbyterian Church 

Baptism is union with Christ.  It testifies that we are joined in Christ’s death and resurrection, and, by God’s act, 
share all Christ’s benefits.  Through baptism, our sins are symbolically washed away, and we are welcomed into the 
family of God, receiving God’s eternal forgiveness.  Baptism is rebirth, renouncing evil, and accepting the lifelong 
struggle against sin. 

Is baptism for children or adults? 

The Presbyterian Church baptizes both infants and adults.  It is the same sacrament in either case.  Each person is 
baptized “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” one of the most ancient and 
universally used formulas in the Christian church.  Adults who have not been baptized present themselves and 
receive the Sacrament of Baptism when they make a public statement of belief and faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior.  This often occurs at the same time they become members of the church. 

When we baptize children, we declare that God loves us even before we are old enough to understand.  Children 
are presented by their parents, who profess their faith and promise to teach their children according to their 
Christian beliefs.  Later, at an appropriate age, the children can make their own profession of faith, acknowledging 
the work of the Spirit in their lives.  At GBPC, the Communion and Worship Preparation class usually offered to 
second and third graders and their parents helps children understand Jesus’ forgiveness and invitation to become 
his disciple.  See the dates in the bulletin for this year’s class which will be offered in February.  The Confirmation 
program, offered for seventh grade and above, is another opportunity for youth to again make a commitment to 
follow Christ and articulate their own statement of beliefs. 

Baptism is celebrated as part of a public worship service, and the members of the congregation are more than just 
spectators; they have an important role.  The congregation promises to nurture the new disciple or child in faith 



28 
 

and to tell him or her the good news of the gospel through both word and action. 

How is baptism a sign and a seal? 

Throughout our history, humans have used a variety of signs and symbols to signify belonging or acceptance into 
one or another group.  Receiving such a sign usually means having met certain requirements or having made 
promises to follow a particular code of conduct or loyalty to others in the group or the ideals they profess.  We are 
familiar with many of these:  a pilot’s wings , a fraternity/sorority pin, a scouting bade, an engagement or a 
wedding ring.  Or it may be a physical mark such as circumcision or a tattoo. 

Presbyterians, like other Christians, believe baptism with water is the sign we were given by God to symbolize the 
cleansing of sin and adoption into the family of the church.  The water of baptism reminds us of the waters of 
creation, the Flood, and the Exodus from Egypt, and of God’s promises to previous generations.  When the water 
dries, it leaves no visible mark, yet it signifies God’s faithfulness to us and our promise to be faithful to God.  It is 
both a sign of God’s grace and a seal of God’s promises. 

If I were baptized in another church, would I have to be baptized again to be Presbyterian? 

Baptism is practiced only once;  Ephesians 4:5 reminds us there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism.”  
Presbyterians believe that all Christians belong to one universal church.  We recognize all baptisms that are done 
with water in other Christian churches as legitimate. 

The Sacrament of Baptism unifies the people as a community of faith, reminding each of his, her and our 
commitments as Christians.  Baptism, while it signifies belonging or membership, is also a commission to share 
what belonging means in our life in the world.  By fulfilling our promise to guide, teach and nurture the newly 
baptized person, we learn and grow in our own faith and understanding.   So, remember your baptism! 

 

Satan tempted—Matthew 4:1-11 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The 

tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones 
to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 

‘One does not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  Matthew 4:1-4 

 

In the meantime… 

…Jesus begins his Galilean ministry (Luke 4:14-15, Matthew 4:12-17, Mark 1:14-15) – Following the arrest of John 
the Baptist, Jesus left Judea and went into the more retired country of Galilee, in the northern region of Israel.  He 
supposed that if he remained in Judea, Herod would persecute him, as he did John, and attempt to take his life.  
His time of death had not come, and he therefore prudently sought the safety of the more rural region.  The 
headquarters of this ministry was Capernaum, the city mentioned in Matthew 4:13 and then later in Luke 4:31, 
which served as the major ministry center for Jesus.  It was because of Jesus' teaching in this region that his fame 
began to spread, with popular interest, curiosity and excitement being generated by Jesus. These short passages 
make two simple points about his early ministry.  First, Jesus was led by the Spirit (Jesus returned to Galilee in the 
power of the Spirit).  Second, he is drawing attention to himself through his teaching, as he taught in the 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

Jesus is rejected at Nazareth (Luke 4:16-30) - This passage reveals the nature of Jesus' claims and provides initial 
answers to the question - what message could possibly generate so much interest?  It starts with Jesus' revelation 
that the Spirit of the Lord is on him.  Jesus claimed to be directed by God to minister and preach.  The details 
follow, but interestingly, the reader of Luke's Gospel knows more about what this means than Jesus' original 
audiences would have known at the time.  The first hearers would have heard a claim for a divinely directed 
ministry, but they may not have realized that at his baptism Jesus had been anointed not just for a prophetic 
ministry but as Messiah.  Readers of Luke have the memory of the anointing fresh in their minds.  His statement 
shows that he was both an anointed Son and prophetic figure.  He reveals God's will and brings God's promise. 
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In sum, Jesus makes three points: (1) He is anointed with the Spirit. (2) He is the prophet of fulfillment who 
declares good news. (3) He is the one who brings release as well as the one who proclaims it.  He is Messiah.  This 
is the beginning of the fulfillment of God's promise, and Jesus is the source of that fulfillment. 

The crowd who heard this reflected on these claims; they were amazed and perplexed simultaneously. They spoke 
well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.  They recognized a persuasive speaker 
in their midst, but his pedigree gave them pause.  Isn't this Joseph's son?  How could he be the promised one of 
God?  Knowing their thoughts, Jesus responded.  And, this exchange reveals the basic challenge of Jesus' ministry: 
the choice he presents carries high stakes.  But, the crowd did not seize the opportunity.  Rather, Jesus' warning 
angered them.  The suggestion that Gentiles might be blessed while Israel would reap nothing left them fuming.  
Jesus departed, despite the crowd's efforts to seize him and remove him from the scene.   

Jesus drives out an impure spirit (Luke 4:31-37) - The sequence in this and the following passage highlights Jesus’ 
miraculous activity, the most distinctive aspect of his ministry.  These are the first miracles Jesus performed in 
Luke's Gospel.  His first miracle involved a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit.  Demons are mentioned 
twenty-three times in the Gospel of Luke, but most of the references (fourteen) are in the discussion of Jesus' 
Galilean ministry.  It is clear that the man is threatened directly by this possessive force.  Here is the second face-
off in the battle between Jesus and the forces of evil.  With Satan already defeated in the first encounter (Luke 4:1-
11), his underlings are the opponents here.  Both the nature of the times and the victor are revealed in the battle 
and affirm that Jesus' regal, anointed authority extended to overcoming the forces of evil. 

Jesus heals many (Luke 4:38-41) - Jesus' power over evil was not limited to spiritual forces.  His healing of Peter's 
mother-in-law showed his authority over disease, and thus by implication his authority over life.  The story is told 
simply.  Jesus merely rebuked the fever--a verb that almost personifies the illness.  Immediately the woman's 
health returned.  Again, Jesus' actions revealed special authority.  As the Sabbath passed, Jesus continued to heal.  
People with all sorts of maladies arrived.  Both sick and possessed came.  The healings described were not one-
time coincidences.  Jesus possessed the power to heal consistently.  And, too, the exorcised demons recognized his 
authority.  They confessed Jesus to be the Son of God.  Luke explains that this means they knew he was the Christ.  
Note that the order in verses 40-41 (healing, then exorcism) reverses the order of verses 31-39.  The pairing shows 
how Luke wishes Jesus' ministry to be seen.  It is a ministry of mercy to those in need, fighting to overcome evil 
with compassion.  Jesus' compassion is pictured by his laying on of hands.  People flocked to him because they 
sensed that compassionate element in his work.  By the way Jesus reached out to them, they knew he cared. 

Jesus Preaches in the Synagogues (Luke 4:42-44) - When at the break of day Jesus departed, the crowd followed 
and tried to keep him in Capernaum.  Yet again Jesus spoke of his mission: "I must preach the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns."  That is why Jesus had been sent.  The content of this kingdom message was 
seen in what Luke had already supplied (4:16-30): Jesus fulfilled the promise.  Jesus did not just proclaim who he 
was; he let events explain who he was.  For him, actions spoke louder than words.  He was more than an ethical 
instructor or a psychologist; he had power to overcome the forces of evil that plague humanity.  His ministry was 
not designed for a little corner, but it extended far and wide to take the message out to others.  So Jesus took his 
message and ministry to the other synagogues of Galilee.  He had to preach God's kingdom.  Jesus had to explain 
how his rule and God's promises come in stages and how he overcomes forces hostile to humanity and to God.  To 
do so, he decided to get some help… 

 

Disciples called—John 1:35-51 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.”  John 1:43 

In the meantime… 

After being baptized by John the Baptist and spending 40 days in the wilderness, Jesus started teaching and many 
people started following him.  After a night of prayer and meditation, Jesus chose twelve men who would be Jesus’ 
main focus of instruction.  These disciples were selected to let the world know of God’s love, that God sent Jesus to 
redeem the world. (see John 17:23).  These are the twelve men who, for the most part, would prove to be valuable 
companions to Jesus. 
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The Twelve Disciples 

Name 
Personality & Character 

General Information 
Key Lesson 

How did he die? 

Symbol 

Peter 
(Simon, son 

of Jona) 

Impulsive, hot-tempered, insightful, courageous 
& solid after Pentecost. 

Fisherman from Capernaum, brother of Andrew. 
Partner w/James & John. Pillar of Jerusalem.  

Wrote 1 & 2 Peter. 

God can forgive sins 
and strengthen the 
faith of those who 

love him. 

Crucified upside-
down during the 

reign of Nero 

Keys 

James, son 
of Zebedee 
(James the 

Elder) 

Vengeful & fiery, selfish & conceited, committed 
to Christ & courageous to the end.  Fisherman, 
brother of John, partner w/Peter.  First of the 

twelve to be martyred and the only disciple who 
died for his faith that was recorded in scripture. 

Stand firm in the face 
of persecution. 

By the sword of 
Herod Agrippa 1 

Bishop’s Hat & 
Sword 

John, son of 
Zebedee 

(the Beloved 
Disciple) 

Vengeful & fiery, judgmental, selfish, bold, loving 
and compassionate after Pentecost.  Fisherman, 

Brother of James, partner w/Peter, Pillar of 
Jerusalem.  Exiled to island of Patmos.  Wrote 

Gospel of John, 1,2 & 3 John & Revelation 

God’s love, evident in 
Jesus Christ, saves, 

transforms and 
unites all believers. 

Died in Ephesus 

Eagle 

Andrew Enthusiastic about Christ, inquisitive, 
resourceful.  Fisherman.  Brother of Simon Peter.  

Disciple of John the Baptist. 

Go out and eagerly 
share the good news 
about Jesus Christ. 

Scourged and tied 
to an X-shaped 

cross 

X-shaped cross 

Philip Practical, helpful, literal & confused.  Well versed 
in scripture, probably spoke Greek, often 

confused with Philip the evangelist found in Acts. 

All the knowledge in 
the world does not 

compare to the truth 
found in Jesus. 

Crucified on a tall 
cross 

Loaves of bread 

Bartholome
w 

(Nathanael) 

Skeptical, honest, faithful.  Well versed in 
Hebrew scriptures. Raised in Cana of Galilee. 

Believers are called 
to test all things with 
Scripture and remain 
true to its principles. 

Flayed alive in 
Armenia 

Blade 

Matthew 
(Levi, the son 
of Alphaeus) 

Penitent, hospitable.  From Capernaum, tax 
collector in Galilee.  Possible brother of James.  

Wrote the gospel of Matthew. 

Jesus Christ is for 
everyone, even 

sinners and outcasts. 

Stabbed in 
Ethiopia 

Bag of coins 

Thomas 
(Doubting 
Thomas) 

Inquisitive, doubtful, courageous, faithful.  He 
was a twin, known for doubting Jesus’ 

resurrection saying he would have to touch his 
wounds in order to believe. 

Jesus can overcome 
doubts and lead 

believers to 
faithfulness. 

Killed by a spear 
in Persia or India 

Spearhead and 
the T-square 

James, son 
of Alphaeus 

(James the 
Younger) 

Unknown personality.  Possible brother of 
Matthew the tax collector.  Often confused with 
James the brother of Jesus (who wrote the book 

of James) or James the brother of Joseph. 
Belonged to the revolutionary group known as 

the Zealots. 

All followers of Jesus 
can still accomplish 

the work of God 
without being in the 

limelight. 

Stoned & clubbed 
to death 

None 

Thaddaeus 
(Jude or 

Judas the son 
of James, 
Labbaeus) 

Inquisitive, confused.  Sometimes confused with 
Judas the brother of Jesus, Judas Barsabbas and 

Judas Iscariot.  May have also been a Zealot. 

Jesus will reveal his 
truths to believers 
who follow him. 

Crucified at 
Edessa 

A gold ship 
w/silver sails 
before a red 

horizon 
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Simon the 
Zealot 

Patriotic, loyal, passionate, sacrificial. Belonged 

to the revolutionary group known as the Zealots. 
One story suggests that Simon was the 

bridegroom at the wedding in Cana. 

One should be willing 
to sacrifice his or her 

politics to follow 
Jesus. 

Crucified in 
England? 

A book resting on 
a fish 

Judas 
Iscariot 

(Judas the 
Betrayer) 

Greedy, deceitful, treacherous, remorseful.  The 
only disciple from Judea.  Was the treasurer for 

the group of disciples, was a thief, betrayed 
Jesus to the Pharisees.  Replaced by Matthias. 

Not all who claim to 
follow Jesus are 

faithful to him and 
his goals. 

Hanged himself 
after betraying 

Jesus 

None 

Holman Book of Biblical Charts, Maps, and Reconstructions. 1993. P.72. 
 

Their instruction and conversations would become the teachings, knowledge, and instruction for the church that 
would later grow and spread.  He knew their personalities, both strong & weak and he knew that they would 
disappoint him, desert him, deny him, and betray him.  But he also knew that these men, once filled with the Holy 
Spirit, would be the first witnesses of the Gospel, carrying God’s message of redemption to Judea, Samaria, and the 
ends of the earth.  The twelve tribes of Israel were blessed in order to be a blessing to all nations.  In a similar way, 
these twelve men, along with all disciples of Jesus who follow their lead, were to bless all nations.  (Gal 3:8)  
Followers of Christ are commanded to go out and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

People healed—John 5:1-18 
6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he 
said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”  John 5:6 

While the Jews used physicians in the OT and NT they believed all healing ultimately came from God.  He was 
Yahweh Rophe, the LORD who heals, the Great Physician. 
 

Miracles of Jesus 

Miracle Matthew Mark Luke John 
Jesus heals many people Matt 4:23–25 Mark 1:32–34  — 

Jesus cleanses a leper Matt 8:1–4 Mark 1:40–45 Luke 5:12–16 — 

Jesus heals a centurion’s 
servant 

Matt 8:5–13  Luke 7:1–10 — 

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-
in-law and others 

Matt 8:14–17 Mark 1:29–34 Luke 4:38–44 — 

Jesus calms a storm Matt 8:23–27 Mark 4:35–41 Luke 8:22–25 — 

Jesus heals the demon-
possessed 

Matt 8:28–34 Mark 5:1–20 Luke 8:26–39 — 

Jesus heals a paralytic Matt 9:1–8 Mark 2:1–12 Luke 5:17–26 — 

Jesus heals a woman with a 
hemorrhage 

Matt 9:20–22 Mark 5:24–34 Luke 8:43–48 — 

Jesus raises Jairus’s 
daughter 

Matt 9:18–19, 23–26 Mark 5:21–23, 35–43 Luke 8:40–42, 49–56 — 

Jesus heals two blind men Matt 9:27–31 — — — 

Jesus heals a demon-
possessed man 

Matt 9:32–34 — — — 

Jesus heals a man’s 
withered hand 

Matt 12:9–14 Mark 3:1–6 Luke 6:6–11 — 

Jesus feeds 5,000 people Matt 14:13–21 Mark 6:30–44 Luke 9:10–17 John 6:1–14 

Jesus walks on water Matt 14:22–33 Mark 6:45–52 — John 6:16–21 

Jesus heals the 
Syrophoenician’s daughter 

Matt 15:21–28 Mark 7:24–30 — — 
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Jesus heals many people Matt 15:29–31 — — — 

Miracle Matthew Mark Luke John 

Jesus feeds 4,000 people Matt 15:32–39 Mark 8:1–10 — — 

Jesus heals an epileptic boy Matt 17:14–21 Mark 9:14–29 Luke 9:37–43 — 

Jesus heals two blind men at 
Jericho 

Matt 20:29–34 — — — 

Jesus heals a man with an 
unclean spirit 

— Mark 1:22–28 Luke 4:32–37 — 

Jesus heals a deaf and 
speechless man 

— Mark 7:31–37 — — 

Jesus heals a blind man at 
Bethsaida 

 
— Mark 8:22–26 — — 

Jesus heals a blind man 
named Bartimaeus 

— Mark 10:46–52 Luke 18:35–43 — 

Jesus causes a miraculous 
catch of fish 

— — Luke 5:4–11 — 

Jesus raises a widow’s son — — Luke 7:11–17 — 

Jesus heals a disabled 
woman 

— — Luke 13:10–17 — 

Jesus heals a man with 
dropsy 

— — Luke 14:1–6 — 

Jesus heals ten lepers — — Luke 17:11–19 — 

Jesus heals Malchus’ ear — — Luke 22:50–53 — 

Jesus turns water into wine — — — John 2:1–11 

Jesus heals the official’s son — — — John 4:46–52 

Jesus heals a paralytic at 
Bethzatha 

— — — John 5:1–13 

Jesus heals a blind man — — — John 9:1–12 

Jesus raises Lazarus — — — John 11:38–44 

Jesus causes a miraculous 
catch of fish 

— — — John 21:1–14 

 

Jesus healing miracles clearly reveal him as the greatest of all physicians.  Every ailment yielded to his undeniable 
power even death and every healing served as evidence that his kingdom was breaking into our fallen world.  
While he emphasized the importance of faith, the Gospels do not support the teaching that a lack of healing 
indicates a lack of faith.  Rather human beings become ill as a result of living in a fallen world. 
 

The Sermon on the Mount 

Certain portions of Scripture seem to be etched more deeply into people's minds than others. Psalm 23 is 
definitely one of these, as are I Corinthians 13 and Hebrews 11. The Sermon on the Mount, as Matthew 5-7 is 
commonly called, is another.  Its popularity may stem from its position near the beginning of the New Testament, 
causing it to be read more frequently than other parts.  Far more likely, however, people know it well because of 
its succinct and strikingly clear teachings that form many of the foundational planks of the Christian way of life.  
Containing Jesus' description of what His followers should be and do, it comes closer to being Christianity's 
manifesto than any other single portion of the Bible. 

Scholars debate whether Jesus actually gave the Sermon as a single discourse, but Matthew presents it as though it 
was, and the issue is really moot in terms of the powerful instruction it offers.  Among other things, it contains the 
Beatitudes, brief illustrations on the spirit of the law, and advice about the personal and private nature of a 
relationship with God, including the so-called Lord's Prayer.  It teaches us how to avoid the pulls of this world 
through trusting in God and seeking His Kingdom and righteousness before all other priorities in life.  Chapter 7 
includes the well-known Golden Rule, a caution against judging, a warning to beware of false prophets, and a final 
admonition to found ourselves on solid ground by not only hearing but doing. 
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The Sermon's opening is quite brief, but a number of similarities and contrasts with other places, people, and 
events are of interest.  The first is the place.  Unlike the scribes and Pharisees, who held Moses' seat and taught in 
fine auditoriums, Jesus gave this vital address on an unknown mountain.  It was not one of the "holy" mountains 
like Mount Sinai, Mount Zion, Mount Moriah, or the Mount of Olives, but an anonymous, ordinary mount, again 
outside Jerusalem, with no distinguishing holiness or history. 

There are more contrasts than similarities when one compares this event with Moses and Israel at Mount Sinai.  
Here, Christ goes up the mountain and preaches a sermon that is really an exposition of the law.  When the law 
was given, the Lord came down on the mount.  When God spoke the law, it was accompanied by thunder, 
lightning, and earthquake, while the people—ordered to keep their distance—cowered in fear.  This time He 
speaks in a still, small voice, and the people are invited to draw near.  Small things?  Maybe, but significant in that 
they are recorded. 

Another fact, while seemingly small, is not entirely insignificant considering these things:  He sat as He proclaimed 
the laws of His Kingdom.  This was the common practice of Jewish teachers:  Jesus says in Matthew 23:2, "The 
scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat."  However, His sitting intimates something more than merely 
accommodating the prevailing mode of teaching of that time.  Mark 1:22, from a time very early in Christ's 
ministry, reads, "They were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes."  In Matthew this comment appears as the concluding remarks of the Sermon (7:28-29).  As Jesus declares 
His Kingdom's laws, He speaks with an authority that transcended that of the Jewish leaders.  Therefore, His 
posture is better seen as symbolic of the King sitting on His throne and "laying down the law." 

Virtually every picture of this Sermon, whether in a movie or painting, portrays Jesus speaking to a large multitude.  
Some reason exists to assume this because Matthew 4 ends with great multitudes following Him; chapter 5, as the 
sermon begins, opens with Him seeing the multitudes; and when chapter 8 begins, great multitudes follow Him 
again. In Mark and Luke when He was preaching other messages, "great multitudes" and "innumerable multitudes" 
describe the size of the crowds listening to Him.  Undoubtedly, Jesus attracted large numbers of people to hear 
Him. 

However, in this case the stronger evidence lies with the understanding that it was a sermon intended for His 
disciples.  Though others besides the twelve may have been listening, Jesus did not speak to a great multitude.  
Matthew 5:1 begins with, "And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain . . .," clearly giving the 
impression that He went up the mountain to withdraw from the multitudes.  Then the verse says, ". . . and when 
He was seated, His disciples came to Him."  The multitudes did not consist of disciples.  The disciples were those 
already committed to Him and His way.  It is they who gathered before Him, and at this time in His ministry, it was 
a very small number.  Verse 1 gives the distinct impression that Jesus gave His concentrated instruction to a small 
group of people. When He came down from the mountain, multitudes again became part of His following. 

There is no doubt, though, to whom this message applies.  Some parts of its instruction might be considered as of a 
general nature, yet the overwhelming majority of it applies only to the converted, those having the Spirit of God.  
Its thrust is not evangelistic—intended to call people into the church—but internal, as it sets standards for those 
already converted to prepare them for God's Kingdom when it comes in its fullness.  The instruction is intensely 
practical; it deals, not as much with things to be believed, but with things to be done. 

The Sermon tells us what our attitudes must become and admonishes us to be lights to the world. We must not 
lust or allow our anger to be uncontrolled or frivolous.  We must turn the other cheek, agree with our adversary 
quickly, go the extra mile and love our enemy.  It tells us how to pray, fast, do charitable deeds, lay up treasure in 
heaven, be single minded, exercise our faith in trusting God, seek Him before all other things in life, and much 
more.  The point is clear.  These are all things the converted must actively do to witness for God, glorify Him, and 
be in His Kingdom.  They are not intended to be the limit but a summary of the attitudes, thoughts, and works of 

one striving for the Kingdom of God. 
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Love talked—Matthew 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 

 

Summary of the Beatitudes 

#1 Blessed Are the Poor 
Jesus calls his disciples and us to honor the destitute, while he calls the wealthy to account. As we consider the 
Beatitudes, we must remember the cultural and historical context in which they were taught:  first-century 
Palestine under the harsh rule of the Roman Empire. Through the Beatitudes, Jesus teaches us whom we are to 
honor—and it is not always who we might think!  Jesus calls us to honor the destitute because God’s dominion is 
made of them and belongs to them.  Jesus also teaches us that those who are affluent—who have gained great 
wealth through the exploitation of the destitute—are not to be honored. Rather, they are shameful in God’s 
dominion.  As we consider this teaching from Jesus, we pray it will lead us to confess the truth about ourselves and 
about God in light of the first beatitude.  

#2 Blessed Are the Mourners 
Jesus calls his disciples and us to honor the mourners, and he calls to account those who live a life of laughter, 
unaffected by their neighbors’ tears.  In Jesus’ time, as in ours, shame and death and grief were common.  But the 
economic, political, and social realities caused by Roman control of the Mediterranean basin often worsened the 
grief of the people, and increased the likelihood that some of them—particularly the poor and destitute—would 
experience grief too soon and too often.  The Roman Empire made matters worse.  Those who mourned in public 
were seen as shameful in the culture of Jesus’ day, but he called the mourners honorable because he knew that 
public grieving functions as a protest against an unjust world.  Jesus declares that God's divine reign will bring 
consolation and laughter to those who mourn— a bold proclamation of a divine intervention into history that 
upends the status quo.  Jesus also challenges those who live lives of unconcerned joy, lacking awareness of those 
who mourn.  We cannot live lives of laughter when our sisters and brothers are mourning and weeping.  We must 
seek to honor the mourners by listening to them, standing with them, and telling their truth when they cannot. 

#3 Blessed Are the Humble 
Jesus renews God’s promise to those whom society humbles, a promise that they shall inherit the earth.  In order 
to understand who the “humbled” are, it is helpful to turn to Psalm 37, upon which this third beatitude is based.  
Here, we learn that though the humbled do not have power to stop their daily oppression, they are called to wait 
on God, for they shall one day inherit the earth.  Jesus’ disciples would have understood his reference to Psalm 37 
as a clear connecting point between the wicked of the psalm and the system of oppression that the Roman Empire 
brought with it to Palestine.  The violent rule of the Roman Empire kept the affluent well-off and pushed the poor 
ever closer to destitution.  Knowing that taxation had become so steep that people were not able to keep their 
inherited family lands, Jesus protests against this system of accumulation—a system in which a few became 
wealthy at the expense of the many who were humbled.  It is important to consider who the humbled might be 
today.  
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#4 Blessed Are Those Who Are Famished and Parched for Justice 
Jesus promises sustenance to the famished, but calls the “stuffed” to account.  The word he uses to express being 
famished refers to the chronic, deep-seated, life-threatening hunger that the poorest of the poor know on a daily 
basis.  In Jesus’ day, these famished people would have experienced such desperation because what little 
nutritious food was available was sent to the colonies of Rome.  Jesus declares, “Greatly honored are those who 
are famished and parched for justice.”  Justice, in this instance, refers to a right relationship with God and 
neighbor.  Jesus honors those who long for right relationships among all people.  Jesus promises that he will 
pasture (feed) both those who are famished, and those who are famished and parched for justice.  He also 
declares that those who are sated or stuffed in the face of hunger are shameful.  

#5 Blessed Are Those Who Show Mercy 
Jesus calls his disciples and us to imitate God by showing mercy through emotion, action, and dedication.  The fifth 
beatitude of Matthew begins verse two of Jesus’ teachings, and describes a group of people who are less 
oppressed than those named in the first four beatitudes, but who are just as much the concern of God.  The first 
characteristic of these people is that they show mercy.  Mercy, in Jesus’ time, was understood as both covenant 
loyalty/steadfast love and pity/clemency.  Holding both of these understandings together, mercy ultimately 
consists of three components: emotion, action, and dedication.  One who shows mercy feels emotion when faced 
with the pain of another, takes action on behalf of that person, and demonstrates ongoing dedication to that 
person beyond the initial crisis. The promise of the fifth beatitude is that those who show mercy shall be shown 
mercy. Jesus teaches that those who are merciful will experience the compassion, intervention, and dedication of 
the God of mercy.  We must dedicate ourselves to the practice of mercy that Jesus calls honorable. 

#6 Blessed Are the Pure in Heart 
Jesus upholds those who, with genuine hearts, wrestle with God, are changed, and live in a way that strengthens 
the whole people of God.  When Jesus honors the pure in heart, he uses a Greek word that indicates something 
clean, unmixed, unpolluted, or genuine.  An impure heart is dangerous not simply because it might produce 
thoughts that are the exact opposite of the traits listed above, but also because the actions that those thoughts 
can produce are capable of hurting others.  Those who are pure in heart are the opposite of those with unclean 
hearts—they have good or noble intentions that manifest themselves in good or noble actions. The pure in heart 
are not perfect people, but are genuine.  The pure in heart live with integrity, calling themselves and their 
communities to account on behalf of the oppressed.  We, the church, are called to live into that integrity before 
God and on behalf of our neighbors.  When we fall short of this call to purity, the radical gift of redemption 
through Jesus Christ calls us back into the heart cycle of God, where we are purified and sent out once more. 

#7 Blessed Are the Peacemakers 
Jesus honors those who work for shalom as sisters and brothers, children of God.  Peace is an all-encompassing 
word communicating wholeness and wellness for all of God’s children. Peacemakers find ways to make it a 
reality—they take steps to make sure that their communities are whole.  Jesus identifies peacemakers as “sons of 
God” to communicate that those who make peace will receive the full inheritance of God, just as male heirs 
received their fathers’ property in Jesus’ day.  In honoring peacemakers, Jesus challenges us to be peacemakers, as 
well, to live into our identity as children of God.  We are called to a cessation of violence against one another, and 
we are called to work for the cessation of all violence.  Making peace means we provide for the needs of others, 
working for the wholeness of all our neighbors. 

#8—Blessed Are Those Who Have Been Persecuted for the Sake of Justice 
Jesus calls his disciples and us to honor those who have faced persecution for the sake of justice.  Jesus seems to 
say such persecution can be a consequence of Christian discipleship. Jesus’ life was the epitome of the teachings 
he gave the disciples from the mountain. Although we later followers understand Jesus’ death as redemptive, in 
his day, Jesus’ death was the ultimate persecution.  God’s heart, Jesus teaches the disciples, is with those who face 
shame because they are oppressed, or because they stand with the oppressed.  These are the honorable ones in 
your community.  They are honorable because, among these people, heaven chooses to make its dwelling.  The 
God who calls us into relationship challenges us to face the consequences of discipleship.  In God’s justice, those 
who face persecution on behalf of the good news of Jesus Christ are no less the concern of heaven than those who 
are oppressed.  Thus, the source of joy is the trust that God is faithful, and that, if we are faithful despite the 
hardships that discipleship will bring, God also will be faithful to us.  We are called to live out the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, a gospel marked by overwhelming grace, to which we respond in faithful discipleship. 
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Jesus revealed—Luke 9:18-20, 28-36 
18 Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples near him, he asked 
them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 They answered, “John the Baptist; but 

others, Elijah; and still others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.” 20 He 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered, “The Messiah of 
God.”  Luke 9:18-20 

 

The Great Confession and Transfiguration--Who is Jesus? 

What does it take to become a disciple of Jesus?  We need to know who Jesus is.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 
German pastor who gave up his life daily on behalf of the German people during the time of the Nazis, and 
finally died for his faith at the end of a rope in a Nazi prison, once said, "When Christ calls a man, he bids him 
come and die."  The concept of discipleship has been greatly watered down in our modern age.  From time to 
time it is helpful to review the true definition of discipleship as it is found in Scripture.  We can turn to many 
passages in scripture to find the answer to the question, "How does one become a disciple of Jesus Christ?"  But 
first we have to understand who Jesus was and we can see one revelation in Luke 9:18-36.  Jesus was aware 
that the Pharisees in Jerusalem were seeking to kill him at Passover, so he did not attend the third feast in April 
of the end of his second year of ministry, but remained in Northern Galilee and Decapolis.  He gathered his 
disciples around him.  At this meeting he wanted them to clearly understand who he was and why he had to die 
on the cross, be buried and raised again on the third day.  He also wanted them to know what he considered to 
be the marks of genuine discipleship.  The future of his gospel would depend on their being faithful to follow 
him even unto death. 

Who do the multitudes say I am?  Jesus was seeking to know if the people to whom the disciples had been 
ministering for the last year in the region of Galilee really understood who he was.  "John the Baptist”, was the 
first answer Jesus received in response to his question.  In Luke 19:7, we read that Herod Antipas, governor of 
Galilee, who had beheaded John, became perplexed when he heard of the miracles of Jesus.  He was told that 
some people thought Jesus was John the Baptist.  But why would the people think that Jesus was the deceased 
forerunner?  It was because they were looking for a Messiah who would introduce a physical kingdom, but first 
they would see the forerunner of Malachi who would come with a message of repentance and judgement.  
John and Jesus had the same message.  The disciples' second reply was Elijah, the prophet and miracle worker 
who never died but was taken up into heaven by God some 850 years earlier and was prophesied to return to 
earth as the forerunner of the Messiah.  Their third answer was, one of the prophets, like the miracle worker 
Elisha, or even Moses raised from the dead. 

But who do you say I am?  This was a very important question.  Jesus was facing the cross, and he needed his 
disciples to clearly understand his person and purpose on earth, and the part they would play in bringing the 
kingdom of God into the hearts of men and women after he returned to his Father.  Now it was Peter's turn to 
answer, and by the power of spiritual revelation he replied, "The Christ of God" (The Son of the living God, 
Matt. 16:16).  He was saying, "You are the Lord's anointed, as prophesied by the prophets of old.  You are the 
promised prophet, priest and king come to deliver us from our sins and our enemies." 

Transfiguration.  So the setting for these events is Jesus beginning to teach his disciples about the prophecies 
concerning him.  The Lord moved all his disciples up the slopes of Mount Hermon away from the pagan 
surroundings of Caesarea Philippi, and then he felt the need to meet his Father in prayer.  He asked his inner 
circle of three disciples to join him: Peter, John, and James.  Jesus and now his disciples knew that he was 
setting his face to go to Jerusalem, and the shadow of the cross had fallen across all their hearts.  It was time to 
pray.  Sometime during his prayer our Lord was invited by his Father to step back into eternity and experience 
his full deity and glory.“  His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.”  (17:2.) And 
Mark records, "...His garments became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten 
them.”  (9:3.) John would later write, "...we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.”  (1:14.)  It was the glory or the full manifestation of his inward character which had been 
and would again be veiled until the resurrection from the dead.  The heavens opened up, and Jesus' human 
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body, designed for time and space, took on his eternal qualities, all the characteristics of God.  He shone with 
an incredible brightness!  His face changed into that of the wonderful person he had always been. 

God the Father says:  "This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!"  When they (Peter, John, James) heard 
the voice come out of the cloud, Matthew 17:6 tells us "...they fell on their faces and were much afraid.”  God 
the Father was affirming his Son.  The voice coming out of the cloud spoke in present tense, "This is My Son, My 
Chosen One”, indicating who Jesus is and always will be, forever.  Just two years earlier at the beginning of 
Jesus' ministry, the Father had spoken from heaven to encourage him by saying, "Thou art My beloved Son, in 
Thee I am well-pleased" (Luke 3:22), for the Lord had been sent to the earth by his Father "...to seek and to 
save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).   

So who is Jesus?  "John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and 
who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To Him who loves us, and 
released us from our sins by His blood, and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to 
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.  Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  Even so.  
Amen.”  (Revelation 1: 4-7.) 

"THIS IS MY SON, MY CHOSEN ONE; LISTEN TO HIM!" 

 

Disciples prepared—John 13:1-20, 31-35 
34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  John 13:34-35 

 

John 14-17—The Farewell Discourse 

John 14-17 is known as Jesus’ farewell discourse.  These are the last words Jesus spoke to his disciples before his 
arrest, trial and crucifixion.  Jesus is very purposeful in this text to instruct them about the Christian life and about 
the mission to which he is call.  This life is a paradox—a life of supernatural provisions in the midst of extraordinary 
difficulties.  Many Christians live unfruitful and unfulfilling lives because they don’t live in what Jesus describes 
here.  Sometimes it is because we forget the difficulties Jesus warns us of, so they take us off guard and devastate 
us.  Sometimes it is because we forget the provisions he promises, so the difficulties discourage and overwhelm us. 

The difficulties 

In essence, Jesus says: “I am leaving you without my physical presence, in a hostile world, to accomplish a humanly 
impossible mission. “I am leaving you without my physical presence ...”  The setting for this passage was Jesus’ 
insistence on his imminent death in 13:33.  Peter immediately protested, and as the realization of this came home 
to his disciples, sorrow filled their hearts.  The prospect of his physical absence broke both their faith and their 
hearts.  It broke their faith because they believed that if Jesus was the Messiah, he could not die.  And it broke 
their hearts because being with him gave their lives a security and significance they had never known before.  

“... in a hostile world...”  It’s not just that Jesus’ disciples grieved his physical absence—it’s also that he was leaving 
them in a hostile world.  Jesus says in 16:33, “In this world you will have tribulation.”  “Tribulation” here means 
more than just the trouble of living in a world that is broken.  It is a historical fact that these men experienced 
persecution for the rest of their lives, and that all of them (except possibly John) died as martyrs.  This difficulty did 
not end with the disciples’ deaths.  Paul said “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim 
3:12).   Jesus shares this with us (16:1) so we won’t be shocked and dismayed.  

 “... to accomplish a humanly impossible mission.”  It’s not just that Jesus was departing physically and leaving 
them in a hostile world; it’s also that he commanded them to testify (martureo) to him.  They were to go proclaim 
that Jesus the Roman crucifixion victim (not Caesar) was Lord, and summon people to bow to and follow 
Jesus.  They were to do this not just with people like them in culture, race, etc.—but with people very distant and 
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different from them (Acts 1:8).  And they were to do this without any political power, without using any kind of 
military force, without exceptional financial backing, etc.  This mission is still in effect for all Christians.  Jesus 
charges us to testify to others that he is the Messiah.  Jesus commands us to go and make disciples (of him).  This is 
to be the primary focus of our Christian lives; we are to live missionally, even though we feel totally unqualified 
and inadequate to do this.  

The provisions 

Jesus promised that he would not leave us as orphans (14:18) to fend for ourselves in this hostile world.  He left 
this earth, not to desert us, but in order to go to the Cross to pay for our sins, so that we could be adopted into 
God’s family (Gal 4:5).  Jesus speaks of four specific provisions he gives us to fulfill this mission: hope, access, help, 
and authority. 

HOPE:  Why is Jesus leaving?  To prepare a place for us in his Father’s “house.”  This is a metaphor for God’s 
eternal kingdom.  Through Jesus, our place in God’s eternal kingdom is guaranteed if we entrust ourselves to him 
and his death for our sins.  Because Jesus conquered death, he will come again at the end of this age to bring us 
into this kingdom.  

ACCESS:  Why is Jesus leaving?  To provide prayer access for us to his Father.  As orphans, we had no access to 
God.  But Jesus’ death makes us children of God—and God’s children have access to him, not only for personal 
communion, but also to request and receive what they need to serve him.  Six times in Jn. 14-16, Jesus says that if 
we ask the Father for anything, he will give it to us.  He keeps emphasizing this, both because this provision is 
important, and because we are so disinclined to believe it.  The only condition is that we ask “in Jesus’ name.”   

HELP:  Why is Jesus leaving?  To provide another Helper, the Spirit of truth, or the Holy Spirit.  Jesus’ death for our 
sins makes it possible for God’s Spirit to permanently indwell the center of our personalities.  He will help us in the 
same ways Jesus helped the disciples, but he will help us even more than the disciples were helped by Jesus’ 
physical presence!  This is why Jesus said that it was to our advantage that he went away (16:7).   

AUTHORITY:  Why is Jesus leaving?  To overcome the world.  This means something more than that his death and 
resurrection earn him the right to one day rule the earth.  It does mean this, but it also is a provision for us in this 
life.  It means that Jesus’ death and resurrection broke the authority of Satan to hold this world in darkness.  Now 
Jesus has the authority to advance the spread of the gospel through any and all circumstances (Matt 28:18,19).   

How do we lay hold of these provisions so that they become a normal part of our Christian experience (along with 
the difficulties)?  The answer is simple, but not easy.   It is simple because we need do only one thing—entrust 
ourselves to God and Jesus.  We don’t need to have a seminary degree, or be a Christian for decades, or master 
many skills.  We just need to cast ourselves on to the living Jesus—to give ourselves to his mission for our lives, and 
to depend upon his provisions for us in this mission. 

It is difficult because we are so deeply disinclined to entrust ourselves to Jesus.  We are inclined to live like 
orphans—on our own, for our own agendas, and by our own resources.  So it always takes a conscious decision to 
turn away from trusting ourselves to entrust ourselves to him.  Lent provides the perfect season to renew our 
commitment to Christ once again. 

 

Jesus rode—John 12:12-19 (Palm Sunday) 
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, shouting, 
“Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— 
    the King of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, 

    sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
John 12:12-15 
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Jesus’ Ministry Leading Up to Palm Sunday 

Jesus had performed many miracles, and although many believed, there were also many who refused to recognize 
and believe his message and works.  The Book of John tells us of Seven Signs or Miracles which occurred during 
Jesus’s brief time of ministry which were orchestrated by God to reveal his Son.  The crowds of people who 
greeted Christ on Palm Sunday finally acknowledged him as “the prophet” as well as the “Son of David” (Matt 
21:11).  It was an acclamation of praise to one who had the power to save. 

The First Sign:  Turning Water into Wine (John 2:11).  Jesus, his disciples and his family attend the wedding in 
Cana of Galilee.  When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother told Him, “They don’t have any wine.”  Jesus responds to 
Mary by saying:  “What has this concern of yours to do with Me, woman?  My hour has not yet come.”  But his 
mother persists and instructs the servants to “Do whatever He tells you.”  Jesus told them to fill six stone jars with 
water and then instructed them to draw some from the jar and take it to the chief servant.  He called the groom 
and told him, “Everyone sets out the fine wine first, then, after people have drunk freely, the inferior.  But you 
have kept the fine wine until now.”  The chief servant did not know where it had come from, but those who had 
drawn the wine knew.  Jesus performed this first sign.  He displayed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.  
After this Jesus, His mother, His brothers and His disciples traveled to Capernaum where they stayed for a few 
days.   

The Cleansing of the Temple.   The Jewish Passover was near so Jesus went to Jerusalem and found people selling 
oxen, sheep, and doves and also found the money changers sitting in the temple.  He drove everyone out of the 
temple complex with their sheep and oxen and poured out the money changers coins and overturned the tables.  
“Stop turning My Father’s house into a marketplace!”  Many saw the signs He was doing and trusted in His name 
(John 2:13-25). 

The Second Sign:  Healing of an Official’s Son (John 4:46-54). After two days he left there for Galilee.  The 
Galileans welcomed Him because they had seen everything He did in Jerusalem during the festival, for they also 
had gone to the festival.  While there he went again to Cana of Galilee.  He was visited by a royal official whose son 
was ill at Capernaum.  He pleaded with Jesus to come to heal his son, for he was about to die.   Exasperated, Jesus 
told him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe….Go, your son will live.”  The man 
believed what Jesus said to him and departed.  While he was still traveling home his slaves met him saying that his 
boy was alive.  He asked when this had occurred, “Yesterday at seven in the morning the fever left him.”  The 
father realized this was the very hour at which Jesus had told him his son would live.  This second sign 
demonstrated a rare instance of a long-distance miracle.   

The Third Sign:  Healing the Sick.  John Chapter 5 begins with “After this” which marks the passing of an indefinite 
period of time.  Up to a year and a half may have passed after the Passover, when Jesus cleared the temple.  Jesus 
returns to Jerusalem for an unnamed Jewish festival, which may have been the Feast of Tabernacles, when he 
visits the Pool of Bethesda.  Within the colonnades lay a large number of the sick----blind, lame and paralyzed who 
believed that an angel would go down into the pool and stir up the water and then the first one who got in after 
this would recover from their ailment.  Jesus encountered a man there who had been an invalid for 38 years.  Jesus 
asked him, “Do you want to get well?”  The man replied that he had no one to help him into the pool when the 
water is stirred.  Jesus said to him, “Get up, Pick up your mat and walk.”  At once the man was cured.  This took 
place on the Sabbath and so the man who was healed was breaking the law of the Sabbath by carrying his mat and 
was confronted by the Jews who saw him.  He replied that the man who had made him well had told him to pick 
up his mat and walk.  He had no idea who this man was who had healed him, for Jesus had slipped away.  Later 
Jesus found him at the temple and cautioned him to “stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.”  The 
man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.  Jesus was accused of enticing the 
man to sin because he was violating a rabbinical code that prohibited the carrying of an object “from one domain 
into another.”  After this the Jews began persecuting Jesus and for this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill 
him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with 
God (John 5:18).  Thus the Jewish leaders accused Jesus of blasphemy, which became the primary charge leveled 
against Jesus before Pilate (John 19:7).  Jesus then tells the Jews that “the very work that the Father has given me 
to finish and which I am doing testifies that the Father has sent me.”  Jesus further challenges that if they believed 
what was written by Moses, they would believe in him (John 5:46-47). 
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The Fourth Sign:  Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (John 6:1-14).  Again an indefinite period of time passes, perhaps 
half a year and Jesus has returned to Galilee.  The feeding of the 5,000 is the one miracle, apart from the 
resurrection, found in all four Gospels.  It shows Jesus as the supplier of human need and also sets the stage for his 
testimony that he is the bread of life.  The Jewish Festival of Passover was once again near.  Following this miracle 
the people saw the sign He had done and said, “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world!”  But 
they misunderstood his message and wanted to take Him by force to make Him king.  Some commentaries 
suppose that Jesus sent his disciples away for protection from the crowd at this point and then he himself 
withdrew to the mountain to pray. 

The Fifth Sign:  Jesus Walks on Water (John 6:16-24).  That evening, after the crowd was fed, the disciples went 
down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum.  Jesus had not yet joined 
them as they had expected.  Darkness had set in, a high wind arose, and a storm ensued.  After they had rowed to 
the middle of the lake, 3-4 miles, during the 4

th
 watch (3-6 am) they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on 

the water; and they were terrified.  They had been battling the storm throughout the night and thought they were 
seeing a ghost (Matt 14:26).  But to calm them, He said to them, “It is I.  Don’t be afraid.”  The Gospel of  John 
completely leaves out the part of the story in Matthew 14:22-33 where Peter replies, “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to 
come to you on the water. “  Jesus responds, “Come.”  Peter steps out of the boat, walked on the water, but when 
he shifted his focus from Jesus to the wind and his fear, he began to sink and cried out, “Lord, save me!”  
Immediately, Jesus reaches his hand out for Peter, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  When they climbed 
into the boat, the wind died down and those in the boat worshipped him saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
They landed in Gennesaret and were recognized there and word spread quickly.  People brought all their sick to 
him and all who touched him were healed (Matt. 14:34-35).   

But the crowd wanted more proof.  In response to the people’s demand that He perform a sign greater than 
Moses’s signs at the exodus, Jesus claimed to be the “bread of life” that provides spiritual nourishment for all who 
believe in Him (John 6:22-59).  This controversial statement proved to be a watershed moment in Jesus’ ministry, 
because many of His followers abandoned Him at this point.  But the Twelve reaffirmed their allegiance (John 68-
69).  After this Jesus continued to travel in Galilee, because the Jews in Judea were trying to kill him.  Even Jesus’ 
brothers expressed their unbelief during this time. 

The Sixth Sign:  Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind (John 9:1-12).  Jesus’ identity as “the light of the world” was 
illustrated in His sixth sign recorded in John’s Gospel, the healing of a man born blind.  Jesus and the disciples 
encounter this man and the disciples ask Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born 
blind?”  A common belief in Jewish culture was that calamity or suffering was the result of some great sin, but 
Christ used this man’s suffering to teach about faith and to glorify God.  “It was neither that this man sinned, nor 
his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”  Jesus spat on the ground, and made 
clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes and said to him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.”  The man did 
and came back seeing.   As in Chapter 5, Jesus heals on the Sabbath and thus suffered persecution from the Jewish 
leaders. 

The Seventh Sign:  Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead (John 11:1-44).  Jesus learned that Lazarus, the brother of 
Mary and Martha, was sick in his home of Bethany.  When he heard this he said, “This sickness will not end in 
death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Despite his love for Mary, Martha 
and Lazarus, he remained where he was for two more days.  The disciples tried to discourage him from returning 
to Judea due to the dangers and plots against him without success.  Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and 
for your sake I am glad I was not there so that you may believe.  But let us go to him.”  They arrived to find that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Many Jews believed that the soul remained near the body for 
three days after death in the hope of returning to it, but all hope was now gone. Both Mary & Martha separately 
told Jesus, “If you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  Jesus was deeply moved by their weeping and 
asked “Where have you laid him?”  Jesus wept.  The Jews saw how he loved Lazarus and questioned, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”  Jesus commanded them to “take away 
the stone” covering the tomb, but even Martha protested, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there 
four days.”  Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!  The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped 
with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.”   

Many who had come to visit Mary & Martha and had seen what Jesus did put their faith in him.  But some went to 
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.  Caiaphas, the high priest that year, prophesied that, “You do 
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not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish” (John 11:49-
50). From that day on they plotted to take his life, so he withdrew to Ephraim, near the desert to avoid capture.  

Many of Jesus’ followers had come to Jerusalem and the surrounding area for the Passover to purify themselves 
and were looking for Jesus and wondering if he would risk coming to Jerusalem to fulfill Jewish customs & law.  
According to the Gospels, before entering Jerusalem, Jesus was staying at Bethany, and John 12:1 states that he 
was in Bethany six days before Passover at the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.   

The Triumphal Entry--The next day the great crowd who had come for the feast heard that Jesus was on his way to 
Jerusalem.  He rode a donkey into Jerusalem through the Golden Gate to the crowd shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the King of Israel!” (John 12: 12-13).  In Luke 19:41 as Jesus 
approaches Jerusalem, he looks at the city and weeps over it (an event known as Flevit super illam in Latin), 
foretelling the suffering that awaits the city.   

Prior to this moment, Jesus had refused to allow any public acknowledgement of His being the Messiah.  Now, 
however, the time was at hand.  Jesus had spoken to his disciples of his messiahship, identity, death, and 
resurrection. 

The opponents of Jesus understood the strong messianic implications of the manner of His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. The riding upon the young donkey or colt, the garments and palm branches in the road, and the shouts 
of the multitude—all of these pointed to Jesus as the Messiah.  Reminiscent of the respect shown to King Jehu, the 
people there lay down their cloaks in front of him (2 Kgs 9:13), and also lay down leafy branches cut from the field 
as recognition of royal dignity. When He was urged to quiet the people, Jesus replied, “If they were to keep silent, 
the stones would cry out!” (Luke 19:40). 

 

Judas betrayed—John 18:1-11 
3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?”5 They answered, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with 

them. John 18:3-5  
 

Judas betrays Jesus (John 18:1-11, Matthew 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-51, Luke 22:39-53) 

Judas’ betrayal of Jesus was a pivotal event that is recorded in all four of the gospels, an act that set in motion a 
chain of other events that ultimately lead to Jesus' crucifixion.  This betrayal began with Judas’ recorded 
appearance before the chief priests and officers of the Sanhedrin (Mark 14:10-11 and Luke 22:3-6) where he 
agreed to turn Jesus over to them for 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14-16) and culimanted when Jesus was 
arrested by the Temple guards of the Sanhedrin in the Garden of Gethsemane, shortly after the Last Supper and 
immediately after a kiss from Judas. 

To understand why this kiss is traditionally said to have been the act of betrayal, it is important to recognize that 
because there were many pilgrims in Jerusalem at that time of year, it was necessary to have a clear sign to 
identify Jesus.  If there had been a struggle the wrong man might have been arrested, especially in the dark.  A kiss 
was normal enough; it was the way a pupil greeted a Rabbi, and Jesus had been a teacher to Judas.  Interestingly, 
the kiss is mentioned in only three of the gospels (Matthew 26:49, Mark 14:45 and Luke 22:47).  John only tells us 
that Judas was standing with the guards (John 18:5).  He does not mention Judas' kiss, which would have taken 
place just before or after Jesus' question to those same guards (John 18:4).  However, Mark, writing in Greek, uses 
an emphatic form of the verb katephilesen, as if to suggest that Judas kissed Jesus with more than usual fervor and 
affection. 

So why did Judas betray Jesus?  Judas was, and still is a riddle.  He walked with Jesus and knew him well.  He was 
one of the orginal twelve chosen ones who made up Jesus’ inner circle. 

http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(American_Standard)/John#12:1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(American_Standard)/Luke#19:41
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
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Judas probably did not do it for the money.  The equivalent modern value of thirty pieces of silver is not known, 
but it was a comparatively modest sum.  When Judas faced the Temple authorities, he did not quibble at the 
amount, or bargain for more.  John suggests it was Judas' avarice and dishonesty which were the deciding factors, 
but money cannot have been his primary motive, given the amount.  Perhaps Judas did not agree with the 
direction of Jesus' ministry.  Perhaps he had been won over to the politics of the Zealots, ancient-day terrorists 
who aimed to seize power and violently end Roman domination of Israel.  On the other hand, maybe Judas was 
afraid for his own safety.  Did he think Jesus was becoming too radical, too dangerous?  The attack on the money-
changers had occurred only a few days before.  Judas may have decided to get out while the getting was good - 
and prove his loyalty to the Jewish leaders by handing over Jesus.  At the same time he fervently believed in Jesus, 
as his later despair showed.  So perhaps that question will never be answered.  Regardless of the reason, all four 
gospel accounts agree that Judas betrayed Jesus. 

How we betray Jesus today – The situation that Judas was in differs greatly from ours in that Jesus is no longer 
vulnerable to human injustice.  He has died and risen, once and for always.  Whereas Judas played the anti-Christ 
and brought about the death of God, so to speak, we are not in a position to do that.  There is a sense in which 
nothing we do or do not do can take away from Christ.  His life is insuppressible.  His victory is undeniable.  So 
then, how do we betray Jesus today? 

We betray Jesus by not speaking out when others blaspheme.  By avoiding confrontation over human rights abuses 
to preserve our own peace and comfort.  By backing the non-Christian position to secure a promotion at work.  By 
avoiding the topic of faith when personal convictions are being shared.  We betray Jesus by siding with the anti-
Christ faction, thus weakening the pro-Christ faction and causing regrettable outcomes. 

Even so, Christ continues to call us to bear witness to him in the world.  We do this in word and deed, as well as 
through our very presence.  Although God does not need defending or promoting in order to be God, we ourselves 
need to pay attention to Him in order to be godly.  In other words, faithfulness to Jesus is something that benefits 
us rather than him.  Likewise, betrayal of Jesus is something that harms us rather than him. 

This throws new light on the matter.  Whereas we often focus on how Jesus was harmed by Judas, the bigger issue 
is how Judas harmed himself by being unfaithful.  He lost a close, loving friend.  He lost his place in a strong, 
relevant group.  He suffered emotional anguish at the thought of having handed an innocent man over to death.  
He lost all self-respect and was driven to take his own life by hanging himself in an empty field. 

We experience similar losses when we betray Jesus.  We may not even know that we have betrayed him until we 
experience these losses, and then it hits home.  We feel disconnected from God.  We no longer attend church or 
fellowship with Christians.  We suffer emotional anguish from having neglected certain acts of mercy which our 
conscience told us to perform.  We lose self-respect and seek oblivion through substances and exercise.  The origin 
of all these experiences is a conscious decision to prefer money, power or status to Christ.  As in Judas' case, it 
need be only one decision taken on one specific occasion, since decisions lead to actions and actions have 
consequences.  That one decision can leave us isolated and remorseful, yet unable to reverse the trend because of 
the way people now perceive us. 
We might be condemned to perpetual alienation except for the grace of Jesus, who said on the cross of his 
persecutors, "Forgive them, Father, for they know not what they do."  He sacrificed his body and his blood so that 
all who repented could know intimate fellowship with him through the Spirit.  Although we are humanly bound to 
betray Jesus over and over again in ways both big and small, we are protected from permanent separation from 
God.  Through responding to grace, there is always the opportunity to be restored to Christ and to be participants 
in his divine nature. 

 

Peter denied—John 18:15-27 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are 
not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of 
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 

asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at 
that moment the cock crowed.  John 18:25-27 
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How Do We Deny Jesus? 

We find ourselves almost daily being placed in a variety of circumstances in which we are tempted to deny, in 
actions or in words, our relationship with Jesus.  You may notice this temptation occurs when you feel the threat 
that if you act or speak out for the Lord you might be rejected as a person.  In those moments of threat you forget 
to pray because you’re too busy trying to protect yourself.  Most of us are tempted to deny Christ as our Lord, 
Savior, Provider, and Shepherd when we stop praying about all the circumstances of our daily lives and allow 
ourselves to fall into the attitude that we can handle life's challenges on our own.  We open ourselves up to deny 
Christ when we see our personal lives, health, security, family, children, and homes threatened, and in a fit of 
anxiety we start focusing on building up our defenses.  We open ourselves up to deny Christ as our Lord when we 
become too busy in the affairs of the world, the family, or the church, so that we acquire the sense, once again, 
that the solution to our problems depends on us and us alone. 

The denial of Peter – Let us turn today to one of the stalwarts of the early church and a close confident of Jesus, 
Peter - Also known as Simon, Simeon, Simon Peter, and symbolically ‘The Rock’.  How did Peter handle what was 
happening in his life?  Remember this?  “Simon, stay on your toes.  Satan has tried his best to separate all of you 
from me, like chaff from wheat.  Simon, I’ve prayed for you in particular that you not give in or give out.  When you 
have come through the time of testing, turn to your companions and give them a fresh start.”  Peter said, “Master, 
I’m ready for anything with you.  I’d go to jail for you.  I’d die for you!”  Jesus said, “I’m sorry to have to tell you 
this, Peter, but before the rooster crows you will have three times denied that you know me.”  (Luke 22: 31-39 The 
Message)  We know what happened next, “Arresting Jesus, they marched him off and took him into the house of 
the Chief Priest.  Peter followed, but at a safe distance.  In the middle of the courtyard some people had started a 
fire and were sitting around it, trying to keep warm.  One of the serving maids sitting at the fire noticed him, then 
took a second look and said, ‘This man was with him!’  He denied it, ‘Woman, I don’t even know him.’  A short time 
later, someone else noticed him and said, ‘You’re one of them.’  But Peter denied it: ‘Man, I am not.’  About an 
hour later, someone else spoke up, really adamant:  ‘He’s got to have been with him!  He’s got ‘Galilean’ written all 
over him.’  Peter said, ‘Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about.’  At that very moment, the last word hardly 
off his lips, a rooster crowed.  Just then, the Master turned and looked at Peter.  Peter remembered what the 
Master had said to him: ‘Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.’  He went out and cried and cried 
and cried.”  (Luke 22: 54-62 The Message) 

Humbled and Forgiven:  Peter’s pride was shattered by a proud rooster:  "And he went out and wept bitterly.”  
Jesus' comment, "The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak," suddenly found meaning in that one brief glance from 
Jesus.  And yet coupled with Jesus' warning that Peter would be sifted by Satan was also his promise that he had 
prayed for Peter that he would not lose his faith in Jesus as his Lord and Messiah, but that once he returned, his 
ministry was to strengthen all the other disciples who had run away (and the subsequent generations of disciples 
who would be tempted to deny Jesus because of the fearful circumstances they would find themselves in).  John 
21 records that after the resurrection of Jesus, Peter encountered him on the shores of the Sea of Galilee 
preparing some fish for him on a charcoal fire.  Peter's heart was both thrilled and broken.  After Jesus asked the 
once proud Peter if he loved him three times, the humbled fisherman said he really did.  At that time Jesus forgave 
him and gave him his ministry: "Feed my sheep.” 

Moving Forward:  Some thirty years later a humble and faithful Peter wrote to the suffering Christians in Turkey 
who were facing severe religious persecution from Rome.  He recalled his own temptation to deny Christ and the 
pride that caused his failure, and he poured everything he had learned from that into these words: "And you who 
are younger must follow your leaders.  But all of you, leaders and followers alike, are to be down to earth with 
each other, for God has had it with the proud, But takes delight in just plain people.  So be content with who you 
are, and don’t put on airs.  God’s strong hand is on you; he’ll promote you at the right time.  Live carefree before 
God; he is most careful with you.  Keep a cool head.  Stay alert.  The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like 
nothing better than to catch you napping.  Keep your guard up.”  (1 Peter 5:5-9 The Message) 

How about Us?  Jesus is in no way discouraged by our failures.  We have to fail.  Our version of reality has to fail.  
We have to fail at things we have no business succeeding in.  Just as Jesus expected Peter's failure, he expects our 
failure, and is not in the least discouraged by it.  He considers our failure a grand opportunity.  The tears of our 
failure only water the seeds of our discipleship.  Failure then becomes something not to be avoided at all costs.  
Failure, in fact, is unavoidable.  More than that, it is necessary.  The bitter tears of failure are an opportunity to find 
out who we are as followers of Jesus and what it means for us to follow him.  The Lord will forgive us and will teach 
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us to pray so that we will not enter into the daily temptation to deny him.  Give thanks for his understanding that 
our spirit is willing to follow him even to death, but our flesh is weak. 

"And now to him who can keep you on your feet, standing tall in his bright presence, fresh and celebrating—to 
our one God, our only Savior, through Jesus Christ, our Master, be glory, majesty, strength, and rule before all 
time, and now, and to the end of all time.  Yes."  
(Jude 24-25 The Message). 

 

Anger crucified—John 19:16-30 (Good Friday) 
So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they 

crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 
them.  John 19:16-17 

 

Love rose—John 20:1-18 (Easter) 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said 
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher).  John 20:11-16 

 

He is Risen! 

In John 3:16-17 Jesus states, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

In John 11:25 Jesus declares, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me will live, even though 
he dies”.  All people of all nations can now meet the living Christ and experience salvation. Because Jesus rose we 
have eternal hope. 

In all four Gospels, Jesus repeatedly speaks of his coming death in Jerusalem and his resurrection three days after.  
Although the Gospel presentations of Jesus resurrection vary in some detail, they all treat the event as the 
theological centerpiece of the Gospel narrative.  These narratives describe the death and resurrection of the Lord 
in terms of a body that could be seen, felt, recognized, and experienced in fellowship (1 John 1:1-3).  Each 
narrative records the empty tomb, the confusion of the disciples, and their transformation after the resurrection. 
John presented the Resurrection with a special emphasis on eyewitness testimony.  He told of the firsthand 
observations of the grave clothing in the empty tomb, Jesus’ personal interactions with Mary Magdalene, the 
disciples, and Thomas (John 20:1-30). 

When God resurrected Christ, He was glorified (Luke 24:26), transfigured (Phil. 3:21), and became life-giving Spirit 
(1 Cor. 15:45).  Jesus Christ was raised to life eternal and everlasting glory (Romans 6:9-10; Hebrews 7:16; 1 Peter 
1:21; Revelation 1:18).  The effect of the resurrection was the Lord’s ascension to the right hand of the Father as 
Priest-King on behalf of his people (Hebrews 7-10).  He was anointed by the Spirit for this office in accord with 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26868a
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Davidic promises “with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to Him” (Acts 13:30-37, Romans 1:3-
4, 1 Peter 1:3, 3:21-22).  His resurrection as the firstfruit suggests the foundational priority of a “living hope” for his 
people as well as the supreme authority to deliver them from sin and death. 

 

Thomas doubted—John 20:19-29 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  John 20:24-28 
 

Jesus appears to the disciples and then to Thomas (John 20:19-29) 

After His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus appeared alive and glorified to His disciples to comfort them and 
proclaim to them the good news of His victory over death (John 20:19-23).  However, one of the original 12 
disciples, Thomas, was not present when this first occurred (John 20:24).  After being told by the other disciples of 
Jesus’ resurrection and personal visit, Thomas “doubted” and wanted physical proof of the risen Lord in order to 
believe this good news.  Jesus, knowing Thomas’s human frailty resulted in weakened faith, accommodated 
Thomas. 

It is important to note that Jesus did not have to fulfill Thomas’s request.  He was not obligated in the slightest bit.  
Thomas had spent three years intimately acquainted with Jesus witnessing all His miracles and hearing His 
prophecies about His coming death and resurrection.  That, and the testimony Thomas received from the other 10 
disciples about Jesus’ return, should have been enough, but still he doubted.  Jesus knew Thomas’s weakness.  
And, although Thomas did doubt the Lord’s resurrection appearance, once he saw the risen Christ, he proclaimed 
in faith, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28).  Jesus commended him for his faith, although that faith was based on 
sight. 

As an extra encouraging note to future Christians, Jesus goes on to say, “Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed” (John 20:29).  He meant that once He ascended to heaven, He would send the Holy Spirit, who 
would live within believers from then on, enabling them to believe that which cannot be seen with the eyes.    

How do we keep from doubting as Thomas did?  First, we must go to God in prayer when experiencing doubt.  
That may be the very reason God is allowing a Christian to doubt—so that we will depend on Him through prayer.  
Sanctification is the process of growing in Him, which includes times of doubt and times of great faith.  Second, we 
must recognize that Christians fight spiritual battles every day.  We have to gear up for those battles.  Christians 
need to daily be armed with the Word of God to help fight these spiritual battles, which includes fighting doubt, so 
we arm ourselves with the “full armor of God” (Ephesians 6:10-19).  As Christians, we must take advantage of the 
lulls in spiritual warfare to polish our spiritual armor in order to be ready for the next battle.  Times of doubt will 
become less frequent if we take advantage of the good times to feed our faith with the Word of God.  Then, when 
we raise the shield of faith and do battle with the enemy of our souls, his flaming darts of doubt will not hit their 
target.  

Doubting Christians have two things doubting Thomas did not have—the indwelling Holy Spirit and the written 
New Testament.  By the power of both the Spirit and the Word, we can overcome doubts and, like Thomas, be 
prepared to follow our Lord and Savior and give all for Him, even our lives (John 11:16).  In the end, we should 
thank God for the example of "doubting Thomas".  All Christians suffer doubt at one time or another, but the 
example of Thomas provides both instruction and encouragement.  
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In the meantime…some of the disciples go fishing (John 21:1-15) - Two of Jesus' many miracles involved great 
catches of fish.  Both miracles took place on the Sea of Galilee after a night of fruitless work.  The first miracle of 
fish happened at the beginning of Jesus' ministry (Luke 5:1-11), and the second occurred near the end, after Jesus' 
resurrection.  According to John (21:1-11), Jesus had already shown Himself two times to the apostles after His 
resurrection, but, in those days, it was not clear to Peter exactly what he should be doing.  He resorted to 
something he was comfortable with: fishing.  One day at the Sea of Galilee, Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James and 
John, and two others of His disciples were together.  Peter said, “I am going fishing.”  They said, “We are going 
with you also.”  They spent all that night on the water, but caught nothing. 

When morning came, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not know that it was Him.  Jesus asked, 
“Children, have you any food?”  They answered Him, “No.” He then told them to cast their net on the right side of 
the boat, and as soon as they did, they “were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.”  John said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” Peter grabbed his outer garment and jumped into the water.  The others brought the boat 
to land, dragging the net filled with fish.  When they got to the shore, they noticed that Jesus had already built a 
fire, and was cooking fish.  Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.”  Peter dragged the net 
to land, filled with 153 large fish, but, unlike his first experience years earlier, the net was not broken.  Jesus 
invited them to eat breakfast with Him, but none of the disciples asked Him, “Who are You?”  They knew it was the 
Lord.  He met these tired fishermen with a fire, food, and fellowship, and then proceeded to serve them.  The Bible 
previously documents Jesus’ love, provision, and devotion prior to His crucifixion; through this story, John 
illustrates this same love, provision, and devotion after His resurrection. 

Jesus did not simply feed them, as He had in the past, though.  What John describes is a group of friends coming 
together to eat.  Yes, He had provided their fish miraculously, but they also worked for it; He enabled them to 
bring something to the table as well.  And then He served them.  John notes the partnership and fellowship that 
Jesus had with His disciples after His resurrection. 

Fish and bread were common foodstuffs in that day.  Jesus provided the food they were accustomed to eating (just 
as He spoke the language they were familiar with, and met them in the place at which they were accustomed to 
fishing.)  The significance is that the Lord went to their world—in more than one way. 

 

Peter restored—John 21:15-25 
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”16 A second time he said to him, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon 

son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that 
I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”  John 21:15-17 

 

Jesus Restores Peter 

John 21 falls within an interim period between Jesus’ death and resurrection  and the coming of the Spirit on 
Pentecost.  In the 40 days in which the followers of Jesus were told to wait for the birth of the church to take 
place, they went back to Galilee to wait.  It is at this interim period of waiting that we can imagine Peter's own 
uncertainties about himself.  He never doubted that Christ was raised or his position as Savior to the world.  His 
concern had to do with whether the Lord could actually use him, an ordinary fisherman who had failed to stand 
with Jesus in his hour of trial.  Peter's uncertainties concerned the nature of his own inadequacies and his own 
place in the plan of God. 

There are many of us who probably feel the same way.  We know of our inadequacies and often doubt that God 
can use people like us.  We do not doubt the Lord's greatness, but we are also acquainted with our own 
unworthiness.  We, like Peter, fear that our failures have somehow disqualified us.  Jesus dealt very directly 
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with the terrible night of failure when Peter denied him three times.  We will see how the Lord took Peter 
directly back to the time when he most publicly and painfully fell flat on his face. 

Do You Love Me?  - That was important for Jesus to ask.  Before the crucifixion Peter had spoken in his usual 
bravado about how his love and commitment to Christ was greater than that of his brothers.  The night the 
Lord was betrayed, Peter had said in effect, "I love you more than these, Jesus.”  Jesus turned to him and said, 
"I promise you tonight, Peter, that before the cock crows you will have denied me three times."  In the gospel 
accounts Peter vehemently denied the Lord when accused by a little girl around a fire in the high priest's 
courtyard.  While others joined the chorus of accusation, he began to stomp and swear, 'No, I don't know him.  
I have nothing to do with him.  I am no friend of his.”  Peter would live with his denial forever.  The Scriptures 
will remain, and the account of Peter's denial will never fade.  For all of his claims of allegiance to Christ, he 
lacked courage in the face of the prevailing Roman and Jewish threat. 

You Know I Love You - Just as Peter denied Christ three times, in John 21 we hear a risen Jesus question Peter 
three times about his love for the Lord.  In doing so, Jesus overturned Peter's history.  The question began, "Do 
you love me more than these?”  Reminded of his statements before, Peter did not rank himself with anyone 
else, but humbly replied thee times, “Yes, Lord you know that I love you.” 

I do Love You Lord - Each time Peter answered, 'Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  There are a number of 
possibilities here.  Peter was accepting humility in a way that he had never accepted it before.  His answer was 
more humble than the question asked.  He did not respond, "I love you more than these”, as he had before.  He 
did not even use the stronger term agape to answer.  The other thing to note is that Peter did not try to prove 
his love.  He did not say, "I love you”,  and qualify it with a string of adjectives about how much he loved him.  
He rested his case on Christ's knowledge of him.  He essentially said, "Lord, I don't know if I can even answer 
fully about myself, but you know me and know in my heart of hearts that I love you.  I'm counting on the fact 
that you can see what is inside of me.  Despite what I have done, you know that I love you.”  Peter's statement 
revealed his confidence of God's intimate knowledge of him rather than in his own self-confidence.  We are 
certain that Jesus accepted Peter's assertion of love because the Lord gave him a responsibility.  Based on 
Peter's repeated answer, the Lord said in effect, "I want you to take care of my little ones, my lambs.  I want 
you to care for the people that matter to me. 

What’s Next?  - Jesus  revealed that Peter would suffer.  Tradition teaches that Peter was convicted as a felon 
in the cause of Christianity, and died by crucifixion in Rome.  However, he announced himself unworthy of 
dying in the same manner as Christ, and asked to be crucified upside down, a more painful execution.  Do you 
see what the Lord was doing for Peter?  Thinking back to the night of Jesus' trial, the word "coward" 
bombarded his mind.  He felt himself worthless as a result of his failure to pledge loyalty to Jesus in the face of 
a little girl's accusations.  The Lord said, "You are not a coward, Peter.  The day is coming when you will bravely 
face a death that is honorable to you and glorifying to me.”  This entire discussion was the Lord's way of taking 
Peter's tragic night and giving him a second chance, of reshaping it in an entirely different way.  Peter was 
allowed to declare "I love you" three times instead of denying Jesus three times.  Instead of a life time known 
as a coward the Lord predicted a lifetime of courage and service for him, setting Peter on his feet to minister to 
people again. 

Follow Me - There's no advantage embracing our failures.  We need to let Jesus reshape our failures into a new 
identity based in who he says we are, his servants.  Peter's uncertainty about himself and his struggle to believe 
that the future would be as Jesus predicted was complex.  But the Lord's answer was simple: “I have a ministry 
for you, Peter.  I have forgiveness and remaking for you.  What you need to do is follow me.” 

Will you let Jesus into the place of failure, guilt, and brokenness?  Will you let him love you there?  Will you be 
convinced, though your love for him isn’t perfect, that you love him still?  Will you lay down your life for the 
sheep?  Will you follow him?  He may place you in situations where you do not want to be.  Will you do it for 
Jesus?  Don’t worry about what everyone else is doing, whether they’re following Jesus, how they’re following 
Jesus.  You, follow him.  Look to Jesus, and he will refine your love for him so that you love others sacrificially.   

“Yes, Lord you know that I love you.” 
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Mission imparted—Matthew 18:16-20 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 

 
 

The Great Commission 
Last week we were learned of the hope that is brought to all through the story of Jesus’ encounter with Peter in 
John 21:15-25.   Jesus restored him to service and gave him a mission.  And like Peter, despite our failures and 
mistakes, we have also been called to serve and fulfill the mission of Jesus. 

Jesus spent forty days with his apostles after his resurrection from the dead, showing them how the Old Testament 
Scriptures were really all about him!  The early church’s understanding of Jesus and his significance came from 
more than careful reflections and study---they were taught the meaning of God’s Word by Jesus himself.    

The Commissioning of the Disciples.  “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20) 

We hear the message from The Great Commission in the gospel of Matthew often in church, and for most, the 
main takeaway is to “Go.”  But this conversation between Jesus and his apostles is jam-packed with other 
interesting (and important) things for us to know.  Here are 10 things we should all know about The Great 
Commission: 

1. It’s never called the Great Commission in the Bible.  We’ve all heard this passage referred to as the Great 
Commission since we were kids or new Christians.  If you look through the Bible in English, you won’t find 
Paul, Peter, or any New Testament author calling this command by that name.  There is no occurrence of 
“Great Commission” in the entire Bible, period.  According to researcher Robbie Castleman, she found 
that the term is a lot younger than we’d probably imagine.  It turns out that this passage may have gotten 
its summary label from a Dutch missionary Justinian von Welz (1621-88), but it was Hudson Taylor nearly 
200 years later who popularized the use of “The Great Commission.”  Is it a commission? Yes.  Is it great?  
Absolutely.  But it’s a relatively new nickname for Jesus’ last words in Matthew. 

2. The Great Commission is given to a group, not an individual.  When Jesus says, I am with you always, the 
word translated “you” is plural---Jesus is making a promise to 11 people at this time (Judas had not yet 
been replaced).  Most believe that Jesus’ instructions cascade through the generations to us today.  We 
also shouldn’t overlook that the command was given to the group, the Great Commission was meant to 
be carried out in community.  It’s not a solo mission.   

3. It’s a call to “make disciples.”  In Greek, the main action in Jesus’ command is matheteuo, which 
translates “make disciples.”  The word for “go” (poreuomai) means “to move from one place to another.”  
However, the main imperative/directive in this sentence is the making of disciples, more than simply to 
“go.”  Jesus assumes that the apostles will be going about.  He tells them that, while they’re going, they 
should make disciples of all nations.  The purpose is to build God’s kingdom. 

4. Disciples aren’t just followers.  The word for “make disciples” isn’t just a matter of gathering people who 
want to hear about Jesus.  The root of the word Matthew uses means “to learn,” it’s not just about 
winning an audience of curious students.  When Christ talks about disciples, think apprentices.  Greek 
scholar Spiros Zodhiates says this about disciples:  Matheteuo means not only to learn but to become 
attached to one’s teacher and to become his follower in doctrine and conduct of life.  That’s the kind of 
follower Jesus told his apostles to make. 
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5. The longer ending of Mark’s gospel provides additional language.  “Go into all the world and proclaim 
the good news to the whole creation.  The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one 
who does not believe will be condemned…” 

6. The Great Commission flows from Jesus’ authority.  Matthew’s whole gospel builds to this command.  
Jesus is setting a new expectation for how his followers will live their lives.  “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me (v. 28:18).”  This authority is given to Jesus by God the Father, Jesus rose 
from the dead----so, he’s the “boss.” 

7. It’s the first time the Bible lists all three members of the Trinity side by side as one.  All three members 
have been mentioned before (Matthew 1:20; 3:16-17; Mark 1:10-11 & Luke 3:22). There’s a Father, a Son, 
and a Holy Spirit, and disciples are to be baptized in their name (and that’s a single name).  We love 
talking about Jesus, but the Trinitarian nature of the Great Commission should not be left out of disciple 
making. 

8. Baptism is the mark of becoming a disciple.  Making disciples is the “what” and baptizing and 
teaching/preaching are the “how.”  Christians may not agree on how baptism should be done, but we do 
agree on one thing:  when someone is baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, they are 
publicly identified with God. 

9. It’s not just about conversion.  It’s also about teaching disciples to “obey everything that (Jesus) 
commanded.”  Baptism is a one-time event.  Teaching takes a lifetime.  We’re talking about lifelong 
dedication to obey the Lord and teach others to obey him, too.  The Great Commission doesn’t promise 
that once someone becomes a disciple, they immediately start observing everything Jesus taught.  If that 
were the case, they wouldn’t need to be taught. 

10. We don’t do this alone.  Jesus assures his disciples that he is with them, even until “the end of the age.”  
In the beginning of Matthew’s gospel we are reminded of Isaiah’s prophecy, a “virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”---which means “God with us” (Isaiah 7:14; 1:22-23).  
Now Matthew has reached the end of his story.  God has walked with us, spoken with us, and lived life 
with us.  And God will always be with us. 

 
Jeffrey Kranz, On Faith by Faithstreet, 10 Things I Wish Everyone Knew About the Great Commission. February, 
2015. 

 

Jesus departed—Luke 24:50-53, John 16:16-28 
28 I came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the 
world and am going to the Father.” John 16:28 

 

“Now I am leaving the world and going to the Father” (John 16:28) 

The NT uses ascension terminology of both Jesus’ exaltation following his resurrection and of his final departure 
into heaven following his resurrection appearances. These two matters are intimately related for they both bear 
testimony to one fundamental tenet of the apostolic faith, namely the transcendent reign of Jesus Christ as Lord.  
Luke 24:50-51 gives an account of the ascension in which Jesus led the eleven out to Bethany, blessed them and 
“then parted from them and was carried up (anepherō) into heaven.”  In Acts 1:9–11 there is another account in 
which Luke dates the ascension forty days after the resurrection.  He states that while the disciples “were looking 
on,” Jesus “was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight.”  Two angelic figures appeared and said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  Both passages mention the eleven, the world mission, the need to 
stay in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit is given, the role of the apostles as witnesses, the ascent of Jesus into heaven 
and the return of the eleven to Jerusalem.  It is because Jesus now reigns in heaven that he is confessed as Lord 
and Christ (Acts 2:36).  In the resurrection he is exalted to sit at the right hand of God (Acts 2:33), and the 
departure scene confirms this.  The fourfold repetition of the phrase “into heaven” in Acts 1:1–11, and the same 
phrase in the reading of Luke 24:51, makes it clear as to where Jesus is.  The ascension is the visible and concrete 
expression of Jesus’ exalted status. 
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Only after his resurrection appearances are completed and Jesus has departed to reign in heaven can the Holy 
Spirit be given (Acts 2:33).  The Spirit is none other than the presence of Jesus (Acts 16:7).  Some speak of the 
period after Jesus’ departure into heaven as “the age of the church,” but Luke would seem to suggest that it would 
be best described as “the age of the Spirit.”  The mission to proclaim Jesus as the crucified Messiah who now 
reigns in heaven is given first to the apostles (Acts 1:8) and then taken up by all believers.  This mission is sustained 
and directed by the ascended Lord of the church, mainly through the activity of the Holy Spirit. 

As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we have immediate access to God through the presence of his Holy Spirit.  
Jesus has sent the Spirit to live in us.  Thus the Apostle Paul prays “that out of his glorious riches he [God] may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith” (Eph. 3:16, 17a).  This means that we are the place of God’s dwelling.  From the very moment that we 
receive Jesus into our hearts by faith, we are in direct communication with Almighty God.   God comes into our 
lives in a whole new way.  He is with us all the time.  We have constant communion with him.  Now when we read 
the Bible, God talks to us like a friend with a friend.  His Holy Spirit applies his holy Word directly to our minds and 
hearts.  All the promises in the Bible are promises that God makes to us in Christ.  All the warnings are warnings to 
us; all the commandments are commandments to us.  God speaks to us in his Word.  The communication is two-
way, because when we pray, we are speaking back to God.  We tell God how much we love him.  We confess our 
sins.  We share our worries.  We talk over our problems.  We ask for help.  We speak with God like a friend.  This is 
what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  It means to be in direct and constant 
communication with Almighty God. 

Now that God is with us and within us, we know that he will never leave us or forsake us, but will stay with us 
wherever we go.  This is the promise that Jesus made to his disciples:  “I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age” (Matt. 28:20b).  

God came down in the person of his Son and “tabernacled” among us.  But, he wanted to have an even more 
intimate relationship with us; so he sent his Spirit to dwell in our hearts by faith.  One day he will take us into his 
very presence.  Then, as the Scripture says, we will see him “face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12a).  This has always been 
God’s plan.  He wants to draw us into a closer and closer relationship with himself. 

 

Jesus remembered—1 Corinthians 11:23-34 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread,24 and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for[g] you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

Abuses at the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper is the sacrament of breaking bread and drinking wine (or grape juice) as act of remembrance of 
and participation in Jesus’ sacrifice in His presence at our communion table. The source of this tradition is the 
direct request by Jesus, made on the last night before his death. Apart from obvious passages in the gospels 
describing this event, the 1 Corinthians passage is the only place in the Scriptures to go for more detail about the 
meaning and proper execution of this sacrament. Paul provides guidance and counsel in the administration of this 
most Holy action in worship. Paul provided this instruction to the church at Corinth who he believed were not 
practicing this sacrament properly. 

What did the Corinthians do wrong? 

 Created divisions among the believers (v.18) 

 Didn’t wait for each other (v.21), meaning some didn’t get enough food, while others got drunk 

 Despised the church of God (v. 22) 

 Humiliated those who had nothing (v. 22) 
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 Ate the bread and drank the cup in unworthy manner (v. 27) 

 Ate and drank without examining themselves (v. 28) 

 Ate and drank without recognizing the body of Christ (v. 29) 

The results of such behavior was Paul remarking that their Lord’s Supper was not authentic (v. 20) and would lead 
to judgment, discipline and even death (v. 30). 

What can we learn about this situation from history? 
It seems that in those times the Lord’s Supper included both the meal as well as partaking of the bread and wine. 
The basic problem appears to have arisen out of tensions in the church between the poor and the rich.  Since there 
were no church buildings, meals were held in the houses of church members, usually those who were richer as 
their houses were larger. These occasions were full meals with plenty of food and drink—at least for some 
members. The rich brought plentiful food for themselves (including meat), whereas the poorer members had to 
make do with their own scanty fare. In Paul’s mind this served to divide, not unify the body of Christ.  

How did this behavior violate the Lord’s Supper? 
One of the meanings of Lord’s Supper was to confirm the unity of believers. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 says: 

16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not 
the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are 
many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 

That’s why the Lord’s Supper is called communion – to emphasize that it upholds the community and unity of 
believers. 

Correctly understanding and partaking of the Lord’s Supper 
If we are to partake in the Lord’s Supper we need to understand its true meaning. Basically, the Lord’s Supper is a 
mini gospel presentation. We can distinguish at least four implications: 

 It reminds us of the Christ’s death and the new covenant made in Jesus’ blood. By drinking the wine which 
symbolizes his blood we are reminded of the new covenant. 

 It proclaims Jesus’ death (v.26). Participation in the Lord’s Supper is a public proclamation of our faith in 
Jesus’ sacrifice. 

 Participation in the benefit of Christ’s death is for the believer. As we individually reach out and take the 
cup for ourselves, each one of us is by that action proclaiming, “I am taking the benefits of Christ’s death 
to myself.” 

 It is an outward sign of the unity of believers. When Christians participate in the Lord’s Supper together 
they also give a clear sign of their unity with one another (see 1 Cor. 10:17). 

Receiving the Communion elements is taking the representation of the broken body and shed blood of Jesus into 
our inmost being, receiving the Jesus who died for our forgiveness and transformation. We depend on these 
elements for our very life. 

Presbyterians believe the bread and wine are sacramental:  they genuinely offer us the presence of Christ. They 
are not merely a symbol or a remembrance, but offer the authentic presence of Christ to feed and sustain His 
people with His own life.  It is a strong doctrine of Communion that we Presbyterians hold. The physical nature of 
the bread and the wine themselves do not change (as Catholics believe) but we believe Jesus is genuinely present 
here, as He promised, to sustain and strengthen His people. And we receive Him into our inmost being in reliance 
on and in obedience to that promise. 

 

Disciples waited—Acts 1 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight.  Acts 1:8-9 
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Waiting in the Upper Room 

Continuing On – A New Beginning--Acts is the book that reveals the power of the church.  Therefore, when a 
church begins to dwindle, lose its power, and turn dull and drab in its witness, it needs desperately to get back 
into the spirit, expectation, knowledge, and teaching of the book of Acts.  In this book, the principles of the 
exchanged life – “Not I, but Christ” – are dramatically unfolded. 

If the book of Acts were taken out of our New Testament, we would never understand the rest of it.  It would 
be like a child with his front tooth missing.  When you close the record of the Gospels, you see nothing but a 
handful of Jews in the city of Jerusalem, the center of Jewish life, talking together about a kingdom for Israel. 

When you open the book of Romans, on the other side of Acts, you discover that a man whose name is never 
mentioned in the Gospels is writing to a group of Christians in Rome – of all places, the center of Gentile culture 
– and he is talking about pushing out to the very ends of the earth.  Obviously, something has happened in 
between.  How did this tremendous change take place?  What happened to make the gospel burst out of its 
confines in Judaism and the city of Jerusalem and reach out in one generation’s time to all the limits of the 
then-known world? 

The Bridge--The record of the Gospels is the story of only the beginning of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
When you come to the end of the Gospels, you have come not to the end, nor even to the beginning of the end, 
but to the end of the beginning.  In the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit now begins to fulfill the designed program 
of God.  He begins to carry on his work through the reincarnated body of Jesus Christ – the church – the body 
by which the Lord intends to reach out to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

What about ‘Waiting’?  In Acts 1: 4-5 (The Message), “In face-to-face meetings, he talked to them about things 
concerning the kingdom of God.  As they met and ate meals together, he told them that they were on no 
account to leave Jerusalem but “must wait for what the Father promised: the promise you heard from me.  
John baptized in water; you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit.  And soon.”  What did Jesus mean ‘Wait’?.  
Literally, what Jesus said to these eleven disciples  was, "Stick around in Jerusalem.”  That is the literal Greek 
expression:  "Stick around!  Don't go outside the city until the promise of the Father has come upon you."  
Why?  Because you'll make a mess of it if you try witnessing without this.  This is an essential.  You cannot be an 
effective Christian if you are not operating in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Every attempt made to advance the 
cause of Christianity which does not arise from that source only destroys the message God wants to convey.  "It 
is absolutely essential," Jesus says to his disciples, "so don't try anything without it.  Just wait, for, in a few days, 
you will receive the promise of the Father."  The Holy Spirit! 

No one likes to wait.  But we wait in traffic, in car pool lines, in holding patterns, in grocery stores, for the 
foursome ahead of us, for the doctor, for a spouse, for a baby, for retirement, for sermons to get over, or for 
Jesus to return. 

Waiting is not just something we have to do while we get what we want.  Waiting is the process of becoming 
what God wants us to be.  What God does in us while we wait is as important as what it is we are waiting for.  
Waiting, biblical waiting is not a passive waiting around for something to happen that will allow us to escape 
our troubles.  Waiting does not mean doing nothing.  It is not fatalistic resignation.  It is not a way to evade 
unpleasant reality. 

When Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem, he was telling them that that this was a means of 
experiencing his peace, his prosperity, and his power.  In waiting they would catch the wind of God's Spirit.  In 
waiting they would see God move. 

Sometimes people ask, "But what do I do while I'm waiting?"  Good question.  In Acts1: 12-14 (The Message) 
“So they left the mountain called Olives and returned to Jerusalem.  It was a little over half a mile.  They went 
to the upper room they had been using as a meeting place: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, James, son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas, son of James.  

14 
They agreed they 

were in this for good, completely together in PRAYER, the women included.  Also Jesus’ mother, Mary, and his 
brothers.” 

What did they do while they were waiting?  Why, the only thing left to them -- THEY PRAYED.  Prayer is the 
final resort of the people of God.  Here were these people, deprived of the physical presence of Jesus.  The 
Spirit was not yet given so they did not have his indwelling life, but they were thereby not cut off from God.  
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They were still linked to him by the marvelous communication of prayer.  They gave themselves to prayer, 
waiting for the full revelation of what God had in mind to give them.  Prayer is always an essential part of the 
life of the people of God.  It is part of the strategy by which the incarnate Christ touches and changes the world. 

Here we have all the elements that make up the book of Acts: a risen Lord whose life is made available through 
the coming of the Spirit, and who will come again in power and great glory, but with whom we are yet in instant 
communication by means of the miracle of prayer.  That is the book of Acts.  That is the life of the church.  
These are what makes any group of Christians have an impact, and exercise a vital revolutionary force in the 
age in which they live.  May God grant that this will be our experience.  Amen! 

 

Spirit blew—Acts 2:1-13 (Pentecost) 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting.3 Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.  Acts 2:1-4 

 

The Holy Spirit Comes as Wind…and Fire 

One of the most widely recognized symbols of the Holy Spirit is a dove.  This mainly comes from the story of Jesus' 
baptism, when “the Spirit, like a dove, descended upon Him.”  That similar wording is used to describe the same 
event in all four gospels (Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:10, Luke 3:22, John 1:32), it is easy to understand why a dove is 
such a popular symbol.  But, in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit is symbolized not only as Wind, but also as Fire.  What is the 
significance of this symbolism? 

The Holy Spirit, coming as wind, depicts God's power and guidance.  Wind is a biblical image for the presence of 
God.  In Genesis, the creative wind of God moved over the waters of the deep (Genesis 1:2).  During the Exodus, 
the liberating wind of God blew back the sea and gave the Israelites a safe path on which to walk (Exodus 14:21).  
In the book of Ezekiel, the life-giving wind of God blew across the valley of dry bones and breathed life back into 
them (Ezekiel 37:10).  At Pentecost, the empowering wind of God swept through the house where the disciples 
were gathered; it was the sound of a rushing wind—like a hurricane.  And it was that sound which drew the crowds 
of people from many nations to the disciples to hear the Good News in their native languages (Acts 2:6). 

In the original Hebrew and Greek, the words for “Spirit” can be translated as “wind.”  The Hebrew Ruach (חּו֫ר  ַ ) is a 
feminine noun that means “spirit”, “wind”, or “breath.”  The word can refer to the natural spirit of a person, the 
wind as it blows or, most importantly, to the Spirit of God.  Similarly, the Greek pneuma (πνεῦμα) is a gender 
neutral noun that is derived from the verb pneo, meaning “to breathe.”  Thus, it is sometimes used to refer to “the 
wind” or to “life” itself (John 3:8; Revelation 13:15) and sometimes even refers to angels, demons, and the spirit of 
the human beings (Hebrews 1:14; Luke 4:33).  Ruach and pneuma are both used for the spirit of God (1 Corinthians 
2:11); that is the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, the One who lives inside believers (Matthew 28:19; 
James 4:5; 1 John 4:13). 

It is common today to hear the Holy Spirit referred to as the Holy Ghost.  The word “ghost” goes back to an Anglo-
Saxon word “gast,” which is the root of another word, “gust.”  The Holy Spirit is like a holy gust of wind, a creative, 
life-giving and sacred presence that blows where it wills and that comes upon us unexpectedly yet with an 
enduring power.   It may come like a strong gust of wind, filling the entire house of our being, or it may come as 
quietly and gently as the breath or the wisp of a breeze.  The wind symbolizes the invisible yet powerful work of 
the Holy Spirit and calls attention to the Holy Spirit breathing life into the Church.  The work of the Spirit breathes 
into a life, and something transpires that people cannot recognize.   It is dynamic, irresistible and unstoppable. 

While wind is one image of the Holy Spirit that is found in this passage of Acts, fire is another symbol that is used 
to represent the Holy Spirit, as well.    
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God is manifest as fire throughout the Bible – in the burning bush on Mount Sinai from which God spoke to Moses 
(Exodus 3:2), in the pillar of fire that led the Israelites to freedom during their flight from Egypt (Exodus 13:21), and 
in the flaming chariots of Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 2:11 and 2 Kings 6:17).  The Bible also speaks of the Holy Spirit 
being “a spirit of judgment and burning”, a fire that attests to the holiness of God and the judging of sin in the life 
of the believer (Isaiah 4:4).  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who were thrown into the fiery furnace in Babylon, 
are examples of this atoning fire.  Not only were their lives spared, but also their clothes were not burned.  Only 
the ropes holding them in bondage burned (Daniel 3:27).   

Jesus came to bring fire to the earth (Luke 3:16, Luke 12:49, Matthew 3:11), and his life, death, and resurrection 
led to the great outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, when the Bible says that tongues as of fire appeared 
over the heads of each of those who gathered together and each was baptized with the fire of the Spirit.   The 
flame of the Holy Spirit burned away the barriers and tensions that divided people, and released among the 
disciples a capacity to communicate with all the peoples of the earth.  The languages that poured forth from the 
disciples were not an incoherent “speaking in tongues,” but easily identifiable languages “from every nation under 
heaven” (Acts 2:5).  The Holy Spirit created community then.  And still today, it opens the way for all the peoples of 
the earth to communicate in love with one another, even across our differences. 

Fire calls attention to the strength and force of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit comes as fire to work something 
deep into the substance of our lives that will shape things around us, rather than us taking on the shape of the 
world.  As fire, He works in a dual way: to probe the inner recesses of our life and to refine us as gold or silver is 
refined in the fire; and to temper our personalities by causing there to be the penetration of fire into our system.  
Christians are to be set on fire of God.  If the Spirit dwells in us, He will make us fiery like Him, even as fire turns 
the wettest green-wood into fire.   

Ultimately, the Holy Spirit, in the form of Wind and Fire, equips us to go out into the world, like the disciples before 
us, giving us words that heal, words of love and blessing, words that connect us with each other and that honor 
our shared humanity.   As Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas of Grace Church in Amherst, Massachusetts said in a sermon 
on June 12, 2011, “Once more the gifts of the Spirit are poured upon us: the gift of tongues -- not Arabic or Greek or 
Hebrew or Coptic -- but the language of love, the language of justice and dignity, the language of humble longings” 
– the very languages that are needed to transform the world into God's community of love. 

 

Peter preached—Acts 2:14-40 
22 “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23 this man, handed over to 
you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 

killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having 
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its 

power.  Acts 2:22-24 
 

Peter’s Sermon 

Beginning in Acts 2:14-40 and continuing through chapter 5, the witness of the apostles is confined to the city of 
Jerusalem and restricted to Jews.  After the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, Peter preaches a 
powerful sermon, resulting in 3,000 people being saved! 

Peter begins his sermon by quoting from the Old Testament Scriptures.  He practices what Jesus taught the 
apostles, first quoting Scripture and then showing its fulfillment and application.  He cites the prophet Joel, who 
predicts the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and explains that the prophecy has been fulfilled.  In short, he indicates 
that the era of the last days has come.  Peter exemplifies the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy when he speaks boldly 
to the crowd, proclaims Christ’s gospel, and visibly demonstrates that he is filled with the Holy Spirit.   

Throughout his message, Peter consistently applied the messianic prophecies, the messianic psalms, and the 
miraculous Resurrection to Jesus of Nazareth.  In the Old Testament God was leading his prophets to predict the 
events of Christ’s earthly life.  Peter quoted Psalm 16:8–11 in Acts 2:22–36, presenting Christ as Messiah in 
fulfillment of Psalm 16:8–11 and Psalm 110:1, pointing to the resurrection of Jesus, noting that David spoke of 

logosref:BibleESV.Ps16.8-11
logosref:BibleESV.Ac2.22-36
logosref:BibleESV.Ps16.8-11
logosref:BibleESV.Ps110.1


55 
 

God not abandoning him to death.  Because David died, the psalm must have been speaking about one of his 
descendants.  Since Jesus is the only one who conquered death and is a descendant of David, he must be the 
promised Messiah whom David foresaw.  Peter affirms that David, who was not only a king but also “a prophet”, 
was able to foresee that Christ would be raised from the dead.  Acts 2:30–31 links Peter’s argument together with 
an allusion to Psalm 132 and God’s promise to David. 

With the proclamation of Jesus as Lord and Messiah, Peter reached the climax of his message.  The reference to 
Jesus as “Lord” was likely, in this context, connecting Jesus to Yahweh.  It was another clear affirmation of Christ’s 
deity. 

The Jews present at Pentecost know that Joel prophesied the coming of the day of the Lord “in the last days.”  In 
these last days of fulfillment, God grants his blessings to his people who repent from sin.  These days inaugurate 
the messianic age in which God pours out his Spirit on his people.  Acts 2:37–41 concludes the sermon with a call 
to repentance and baptism.  There also is an allusion to Psalm 132:10, which itself alludes to 2 Samuael 7:6–16.  
Turn from your sins—In other words, “repent.”  The Greek word, metanoesate, means “change your outlook” or 
“change your mind.”  This is not just sorrow or even sorrow for sin but an actual change in the way a person 
thinks.  It is a wholehearted change of mind that results in a change of purpose, direction, and values.  “Each of 
you” reminds the listener (and modern reader) that this message is for all.  Everyone needs to make a decision 
about Christ.  His offer is the only effective solution for the sin problem that plagues every descendant of Adam.  
But Peter told them the truth:  Jesus of Nazareth had indeed been raised from the dead, and the Resurrection 
proves that He is the Messiah! 

The need for repentance is highlighted in Jesus’ earliest preaching: “now is the time, the kingdom is near, repent 
and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15).  Repentance is rooted in the human consciousness of sin, an awareness 
of falling short of a standard, relational brokenness and alienation, and fear of judgment.  Repentance involves 
attitudes and acts that aim at setting things right.  Coupled with confession, repentance results in forgiveness 
from God through Jesus Christ, and provides a model for person-to-person reconciliation as well. 

Peter’s word that the promise was not just for the Jews who were listening, but for all who are far off, implies the 
inclusion of Gentiles (Eph. 2:13, 17).  Everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself indicates that salvation is 
ultimately God’s work, and comes to whom  the Lord effectively calls into personal relationship with him. 

 

Church grew—Acts 2:41-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.  43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 

signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all 
things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together 

in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 

Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

Expansion of Christianity 

First Expansion.  ‘A disciple is not above his teacher’ (Mt 10:24), Jesus told his disciples. The 
Sanhedrin declared Jesus a criminal to be punished by death for claiming to be the messiah, the Son of God. It was 
only logical for the Jewish authorities to be hostile to his Apostles, when they proclaimed that Jesus was risen and 
confirmed their preaching by various public miracles. 

The Sanhedrin tried to silence them, but Peter replied to the high priest, ‘we must obey God rather than man’ 
(Acts 5:29). The Apostles were put under the lash, but neither threats nor violence could silence them, and they 
left rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name of Jesus. The death by stoning of St. 
Stephen the deacon marked the beginning of severe persecution of Jesus’ disciples. The divide between 
Christianity and Judaism grew steadily deeper and more overt.    
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In contrast with the national character of the Jewish religion, the universalism of Christianity soon expressed itself. 
Disciples of Jesus, in flight from Jerusalem, reached Antioch in Syria, one of the great cities of the east. Some of 
them were Hellenists, with an outlook more open than that of Palestinian Jews, and they began to proclaim the 
gospel to the Gentiles. In cosmopolitan Antioch, the universalism of the Church became clear; and it was there, for 
the first time, that Christ’s followers were called Christians. 

Universality of Christianity.  The universality of the redemption and of the Church of Jesus Christ was formally 
confirmed by a miraculous event in which the apostolate Peter was the protagonist. The extraordinary signs 
surrounding the conversion of Cornelius, a centurion at Caesarea, and his family, cleared up any doubts had on this 
subject; as he put it, ‘Truly I perceive that God shows no particularity, but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable to him’ (Acts 10:34-35). 

The news that Peter had given baptism to uncircumcised Gentiles caused consternation in Jerusalem. It was 
difficult for many Jewish Christians, attached as they were to their old traditions, to understand how Gentiles could 
be members of the Church. They felt that for Gentile converts to have access to salvation they needed at the very 
least to be circumcised and to keep the regulations of the law of Moses. This naturally disturbed Christians of 
Gentile background, so the Church was forced to examine the whole situation of the relationship between the old 
law and the new law, and to affirm unequivocally the Church’s independence from the Synagogue. 

The Council of Jerusalem.   To discuss these fundamental problems the so-called ‘council’ of Jerusalem met in the 
year 49. At this assembly Paul and Barnabas spoke on behalf of the churches of Gentile background and bore 
witness to the wonders God had worked among them. Peter once again spoke with authority in favor of Christian’s 
freedom regarding Jewish legal observances. 

On the proposal of James, bishop of Jerusalem, the council agreed not to lay any unnecessary burdens on Gentile 
converts: they should only have to obey a few simple rules: keep away from fornication and, as regard the old law, 
abstain from meat which was strangled or had been sacrificed to idols (Acts 15:1-33), Christianity and Judaism. 
Jewish Christians in Palestine still followed their own style for a while, but they were a minority within a Christian 
Church ever more widespread throughout the Gentile world. 

The Promoters of the Expansion.   The great promoters of the spread of Christianity were the Apostles, acting in 
obedience to Christ’s commandment to proclaim the gospel to all the nations. Due to lack of historical documents 
it is difficult to find out much about the missionary activity of most of the Apostles. We do know that the Apostle 
Peter, on leaving Palestine, made Antioch his base (there was an important Christian community there already). It 
is possible that he also lived for a time in Corinth, but his final base was Rome, the capital of the empire; he was 
the first bishop of the Roman Church. In Rome, he underwent martyrdom in the persecution unleashed by 
Emperor Nero (c. 64). 

John the Apostle, after staying a long time in Palestine, moved to Ephesus, where he lived for very many years, so 
much so that the churches of Asia regarded him as their own Apostle. Very early traditions speak of apostolic 
activities of James the Greater in Spain, of Thomas in India, of Mark the Evangelist in Alexandria, etc. 

Extent of the Expansion. Information about the apostolic activity of St. Paul is by far the most extensive, thanks to 
the accounts in the Acts of the Apostles and the important corpus of Pauline letters. St. Paul was the Apostle of the 
Gentiles, par excellence, and his missionary journeys brought the gospel to Asia Minor and Greece, where he 
founded and directed many churches. Taken prisoner in Jerusalem, his long captivity gave him an opportunity to 
bear witness to Christ before the Sanhedrin, the Roman governors of Judea and King Agrippa II. After being 
brought to Rome he was set free by Caesar’s courts and probably during this period made a missionary journey to 
Spain, which he had been planning for some time. Imprisoned for a second time, he was tried again and found 
guilty and died a martyr in the imperial city. 

The work of the Apostles does not complete the picture of the spread of Christianity in the ancient world. For the 
most part, the bearers of the first tidings of the gospel must have been ordinary, humble people – civil servants, 
businessmen, soldiers and slaves. As a generalization, it may be said that during these early centuries Christianity 
was to be found more in the cities than among the rural communities. By the time the Church obtained its 
freedom, in the fourth century, Christianity was deeply rooted in many parts of the near east, such as Syria, Asia 
Minor and Armenia; and in the west, in Rome and its surrounding area and in Latin Africa. The gospel also had a 
considerable presence in the Nile valley and in various parts of Italy, Spain and Gaul. 
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Leaders equipped—Acts 6:1-6 
Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the 
Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being 

neglected in the daily distribution of food. 2 And the twelve called together the 
whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect 
the word of God in order to wait on tables.[a] 3 Therefore, friends,[b] select from 

among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 
whom we may appoint to this task, 4 while we, for our part, will devote ourselves 

to prayer and to serving the word.” 5 What they said pleased the whole 
community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, 
together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 

proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed 
and laid their hands on them. 

 

Leaders in the Church 

Acts 6:1-6 recounts the period of time when the church was greatly expanding beyond the bounds of what the 
original apostles could oversee.  One of the needs of the gathering of believers was to collect and distribute food 
to the poor.  Thus the apostles organized a group of believers to carry out this important task so they (the 
apostles) could focus on preaching the gospel.  These men were chosen with the qualities of fullness of Spirit and 
wisdom.  Originally seven were chosen and the apostles were seen to have laid hands on them and prayed for 
them that they would fulfil these duties with love and wisdom. 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 is Paul’s discourse on what is required to be a church leader or in his word “overseer” of the 
church.  This position is commonly referred to as an elder.  Elders are expected to live a Christian life above 
reproach and demonstrate a mature deep faith in Jesus Christ and His teachings.  The Greek word “presbuteros” 
means elder and is the source of our denomination’s name and form of government.  Indeed, elders are the 
backbone of Presbyterian government and their wisdom and counsel through prayer and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit helps set the direction for our church.  Deacon means “one who serves”.  This position was the one described 
in today’s passage of Acts.  In the church in Jerusalem the position was established to care for the physical needs of 
the Greek-speaking widows but has evolved into the congregational care giver that our deacons have come to 
represent.  Paul states in his letter to Timothy that these Christians must also have high qualifications and should 
be carefully chosen from the believers for their character, steadfastness in prayer but above all for their love of 
God, Jesus Christ and the Gospel. 

The Book of Order for the PC(USA) defines the offices of deacon and elder in the following way:   

G-2.0201 Deacon Defined 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming 
love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by 
unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, 
brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry. 

G-2.0301 Ruling Elder Defined 

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New Testament church 
provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of God’s people. 
Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in 
leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not because they “lord it over” the 
congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to 
the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with teaching elders, 
exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a 
congregation as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relationships. When elected by the congregation, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27093a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27094b
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they shall serve faithfully as members of the session. When elected as commissioners to higher councils, ruling 
elders participate and vote with the same authority as teaching elders, and they are eligible for any office. 

GBPC has also created the position of “ministry chair” as a title to use for staff or volunteers who oversee the day-
to-day operations of a particular ministry area.  We believe these individuals are also responding to God’s call 
when they take on these important roles in the life of our church, so we commission and install them in these 
ministry roles along with the elders and deacons. 

The following passages provide Scriptural support for the creation of the offices of elder and deacon as well as a 
listing of the characteristics of those called by God into leadership roles. 

 Numbers 11:10-17—God provides 70 elders to assist Moses and share the burden 

 1 Timothy 3:1-7—Qualifications of Bishops (Elders) 
above reproach;     an apt leader; 
monogamous;     no drunkard; 
temperate;     not violent, but gentle; 
sensible;      not quarrelsome; 
dignified;     no lover of money; 
hospitable;     good manager of own household; and 
not a recent convert;    well thought of by outsiders. 

 Acts 6:1-7—Office of Deacon Created 

 1 Timothy 3:8-13—Qualifications of Deacons 
serious,      with a clear conscience, 
not addicted to much wine,   not double-tongued, 
tested first,     not greedy for gain, 
temperate,     not slanderers, 
monogamous,     faithful in all things, and 
good manager of own household,   hold the mystery of the faith. 

 
People outside the church should speak well of those who would lead the church.  The good reputation with the 
outsiders that Paul required is realized when Christians act as dependable friends and good neighbors.  How we 
carry out our duties as citizens, neighbors and friends either facilitates or frustrates our ability to communicate the 
Gospel message.   

 

Paul wrote—Romans 12:1-13 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 

good and acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:1-2 

 

New Testament Letters and Their Message 

Letter 
Key Verse 

To 
Where 
Written 

Who Wrote 
When 

Written 
Theme 

James 2:26 Jewish believers in 
Christ 

Jerusalem James, the half 
brother of Christ 

AD 45 

Faith Without Works is 
Dead 

Galatians 5:22, 23 Church At Galatia Antioch in Syria Paul 
AD 49 

Free in Christ Through 
Faith 

1 Thessalonians 
5:16-23 

Church at Thessalonica Corinth Paul 
AD 51 

Letter to New 
Christians 
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2 Thessalonians 
3:4-6 

Church at Thessalonica Corinth Paul 
AD 51 

Persevere Until Christ 
Returns 

1 Corinthians 
13:4, 5 

Church in Corinth Ephesus Paul 
AD 56 

Addresses Problems in 
the Church 

2 Corinthians 12:9 Church in Corinth Macedonia Paul 
AD 56 

Paul’s Authority 
Against False Teachers 

Romans 12:1, 2a Church at Rome Corinth Paul 
AD 57 

Salvation; 
Righteousness from 

God 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 Church at Ephesus Rome Paul 
AD 60/61 

The Church and Body 
of Christ 

Colossians 2:9, 10 Church at Colossae Rome Paul 
AD 60/61 

Christ is Everything 

Philemon 17-19 Philemon, a friend at 
Colossae 

Rome Paul 
AD 60/61 

Brothers in Christ 

Philippians 2:14, 15 Church at Philippi Rome Paul 
AD 62 

Joy at All Times 

1 Timothy 4:12, 13 Timothy, leader of 
Church at Ephesus 

Macedonia Paul 
AD 62/63 

Caring for the Church 

Titus 3:4-7 Titus, leader of Church 
in Crete 

Corinth Paul 
AD 63 

Living in Faith 

Jude 3 Believers living in an 
unknown location 

Unknown Jude, half 
brother of Jesus 

AD 60’s 

Christians must 
“contend” or continue 
the fight to maintain 

the truth of the Gospel 

1 Peter 4:13 Believers living in 
Roman provinces of 

Asia Minor 

Rome or 
Egyptian 

Babylon, a 
military post 

Simon Peter, the 
apostle with help 

from Silas 
AD 64 

Hope of Sharing 
Christ’s Glory for 

Suffering Believers 

Hebrews 1:1-3 Hebrew (Jewish) 
believers in Jesus as the 

Messiah 

Unknown Unknown 
AD 66 

Christ & Christianity is 
Better/Superior to the 

Old Way of the Old 
Covenant 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 Timothy, leader of the 
Church at Ephesus 

Rome Paul 
AD 66/67 

Paul’s Last Words 

2 Peter 1:12 Believers living in an 
unknown location 

Rome Simon Peter, 
AD 67 

Affirm the Reality of 
the First & Second 

Coming of Christ Jesus 

1 John 1:3 Believers in Ephesus Ephesus John, apostle of 
Jesus 

AD early 80’s 

Fellowship with Christ 
& Partnership with 

Other Believers 

2 John 8 Unnamed Christian 
Lady in Roman Asia, 

probably near Ephesus 

Ephesus John, apostle of 
Jesus 

AD 80’s 

Remain Faithful to the 
Truth of the Gospel, 

Christ has Come in the 
Flesh 

3 John 8 Gaius, a fine Christian 
living in Roman Asia 

Ephesus John, apostle of 
Jesus 

AD 80’s 

Christians are Called 
on to be Committed to 
“The Truth” and Show 
Hospitality to Christian 

Ministers that are 
Hard at Work 

Rose Book of Bible Charts, Volume 2, 2008.  P.108 and Guide to Understanding the Bible, Kendell H. Easley, 2000.  
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Word spread—2 Timothy 3:10-17, 4:1-5 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have known the sacred 

writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is[b] useful for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness,17 so that everyone who belongs 

to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:10-17 

 

Continue in what you have learned…     

In this letter, Paul is commending Timothy for following his example both in teaching and in conduct.  In contrast 
to the false teachers, Paul had taught the truth.  The false teachers had not believed it.  Instead, they had 
changed it to fit with their own ideas.  But Timothy had accepted it as true. He knew all about what Paul taught.  
He had travelled and worked with Paul.  He had seen how Paul lived out what he believed.  Paul gave to Timothy 
a good pattern to follow. 

Paul’s aim in life was to please the Lord. His main purpose in life was to preach the gospel of Christ to all people.  
He believed and trusted in God.  He always tried to do what God wanted him to do.  He was patient with people 
and he loved them.  Even when they were unkind to him, he still wanted the best for them. In verse 11, Paul 
reminded Timothy of what had happened to him in places he had travelled to (see Acts 13:45, 50; 14:1-6, 19).  
These events showed how he had acted with patience and love. At the time, Timothy was a young man who 
lived in Lystra.  No doubt, he could remember all that had happened.  Paul had to suffer much from the people 
in these cities.  Paul reminds Timothy that the Lord delivered him from them all. 

Paul is not the only one who has to suffer for being a Christian.  All who live out their trust in the Lord Jesus will 
have persecution.  To live a holy life in Christ Jesus means to belong to him and to live as He directs.  All who 
want to live like this must be ready to suffer.  It should not surprise us when trouble comes because we serve 
the Lord.  Paul reminds Timothy and us in verse 13 there will be a growth in evil as time goes on.  Those who are 
wicked will become still more evil.  There is so much that is false, and there is so much that will turn people from 
the truth.  Even the false teachers will start to believe what they teach.  They will cause each other to trust in 
wrong things and to fight against the truth.  Paul tells Timothy that he must continue in what he had learned.  He 
must not accept the new ideas of the false teachers.  He must remain loyal to the truth that he had believed.  
This is because he knew who taught him.  He knows what they believed.  And he knows how they lived.  He can 
trust them because he knows them.  Among those who taught him were his mother Eunice, his grandmother 
Lois and Paul. 

It was the custom for the Jews to teach their children the law of God from an early age.  This law of God is the 
Old Testament, called here the Holy Scriptures.  Timothy’s father was not a Jew but his mother Eunice was (Acts 
16:1).  She and his grandmother, Lois, taught Timothy the law of God when he was a little child.  God gave these 
scriptures to prepare the Jews and us for the coming of the Messiah.  He is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He came to die 
for us so that he could bring us to God.  This is salvation and we receive it when we believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The scriptures teach us about Jesus and about our need for salvation.  Paul reminds Timothy and us of 
the importance of the truth of the scriptures.  We indeed can know the truth because they are the words of 
God. 

God has given to us all of the scriptures.  The Holy Spirit breathed them through the human writers.  Peter tells 
us that holy men spoke through the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21).  The scripture in a real sense IS the Word of God.  
So, as the scriptures come from God, they must be important for us as followers of Christ.  He has given them for 
our use as a necessary guide to how we should live. 

Paul summarizes four areas in which the use of the scriptures is of great benefit. 

1) They show us what God is like.  They show us how God sees us.  They teach us what pleases God.  Christian 
teachers should teach the scriptures.  In them is the truth that God wants everyone to know. 
 

2) The scriptures show us what sin is.  God tells us that all people have sinned.  He uses His Word to convince 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29853b
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us that we have done wrong things and where we have wrong ideas and thoughts. 

3) The scriptures teach that, as we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, our sins will be forgiven.  If we repent of them 
and bring them to God, He will remove them from us and God can change us.  He will correct the error in 
our minds and guide us to be faithful in what we do. 

4) The scriptures are there to educate us in all that is right, holy and acceptable.  They teach us how to live, as 
God wants us to live.  It is essential then that Christians read them and learn from them. 

In summary, Paul reminds Timothy and us that the purpose for which God gave His people the scriptures was to 
prepare us for good works.  As we obey the Word of God, we are able to do what He expects us to do.  When 
God chooses us to do His work, He prepares our hearts and minds and walks beside us through the Holy Spirit.  
He equips us to do things we cannot do by ourselves.  In fact, the Greek word here, exhrismenov, does not 
simply mean equip but means “thoroughly equipped” or “able to meet all demands”.  It is in His strength and 
power we proclaim His truth to all generations. 

 

Church corrected—Galatians 1:6-10, 2:15-21 
19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I have been 
crucified with Christ; 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in 

me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.  Galatians 2:19-20 

 

Paul’s Key Teachings 
TOPIC CENTRAL TEACHING KEY BIBLE PASSAGES 

Sin The universal human condition; no one can claim perfection. Rom 3:9-23 

Law It shows us our sin, but can’t save us. Rom 3:20, 27, 28 
Gal 3:1-14; 21, 22 

Righteousness We can’t make ourselves good enough to be accepted by God; 
we must be given His righteousness. 

Rom 3:21-26; 8:3, 4;  
Phil 3:9; Gal 5:5, 6 

Mercy God doesn’t give us the punishment we deserve. Rom 9:18 

Grace God freely gives us the divine favor we don’t deserve. Eph 2:1-10 

Covenant God has made a new agreement with us, declaring that we are 
His people.  The old covenant was written on tablets of stone; 

the new one is written by the Spirit on our hearts. 

Jer 31:33, 34;  
1 Cor 11:25; 2 Cor 3:6-18 

Justification God declares us righteous in His sight.  We are justified by 
grace through faith. 

Rom 3:28-30; 5: 1, 2 
Gal 1:6-10, 2:15-21 

Sanctification The Holy Spirit works within us to make us more like Christ. Rom 8:29; 1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor 
3:18; 1 Thess 3:13 

Trinity Paul refers to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Though the 
word Trinity isn’t in the Bible, Paul’s words helped confirm this 

Christian doctrine. 

2 Cor 13:14; Gal 4:6; 
1 Cor 12:4-6;  
Rom 8:9-11 

Holy Spirit We are to live by the power of God’s Spirit. Rom 8:1-17; Gal 5:16-26;  
2 Cor 5:5 

Messiah Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecies. Galatians 4:4, 5 

Lordship of 
Christ 

Jesus is Lord of all. Rom 10:9-17; 1 Cor 12:3; 
Phil 2:9-11; Col 1:15-20 

“In Christ” Paul’s description of our relationship to Jesus.  He uses it over 
80 times. 

 

Crucifixion We are saved by Jesus’ death on the cross, because He is the 
only perfect One who could die in our place to take the 

punishment for our sins. 

Rom 5:8, 15; 1 Cor 1:22-
25; 2 Cor 5:14, 19;  

Col 1:21, 22 
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Love Love is more important than other traits 1 Cor 13 

Resurrection Jesus was raised from the dead and exalted by God.  Because 
He rose and went to the Father, we shall rise also. 

1 Cor 15 

Return of 
Christ 

This future event gives us hope to face today. 1 Thess 4:16, 17; 1 Cor 
15:20-28; Rom 8:18-21 

Gentiles 
(non-Jews) 

No longer excluded from the people of God Eph 2:11-22;  
Rom 3:29 

Jews Not abandoned by God, in spite of their unbelief Rom 11:25-32 

Spiritual Gifts The Holy Spirit has given us gifts to use in Christ’s service. Rom 12:4-8; 1 Cor 12; 
 Eph 4:11-13 

Church God has created a unique community of people who worship 
Him, love each other, and witness to the world. 

Eph 2:11-22; 4:1-6;  
Gal 3:26-28;  

1 Cor 6:9-11; 1 Tim 3:15 

Church 
Leaders 

God has equipped them to help us in our spiritual 
development.  Paul spells out the requirements leaders must 

meet. 

1 Tim 3:1-13; Titus 1:6-9; 
Eph 4:11-13 

Marriage & 
Singleness 

Paul says singles can focus on serving God; marriage is a calling.  
The main point is that whether we are married or single, we 

are to be committed to Christ. 

1 Cor 7 

Family Life Our families are to reflect our loving relationship to God. Eph 5:22-6:4; Col 3:18-21 

Masters & 
Slaves 

They are equal before God Eph 6:5-9; Col 3:22-4:1 

Husbands & 
Wives 

Christian marriages should exhibit submission and love. Eph 5:21-33; Col 3:18, 19 

Parents & 
Children 

Parents are to treat their children with gentleness and respect; 
children are to honor and obey their parents. 

Eph 6:1-4; Col 3:20, 21 

Prayer Paul teaches about prayer and describes his own prayers. Eph 1:15-19; 3:14-21; 6:19, 
20; Phil 1:3-6; 4:6; Col 1:3-
14; 4:2-4; 1 Thess 1:2, 3; 
5:17; 2 Thess 1:11-12; 2 

Tim 1:3; Philemon 4 
Rose Book of Bible Charts, Volume 2, 2008.  P.108. 

 

Love unfailing—1 John 4:7-21 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 

Son into the world so that we might live through him.  1 John 4:7-9 

 

 

God is Love and We are to Love One Another 

Philia means close friendship or brotherly love in Greek.  It is one of the four types of love in the Bible – storge, 
eros, agape, and philia.  Philia and other forms of this Greek noun are found throughout the New Testament.  
Christians are frequently exhorted to love their fellow Christians - “Love one another with brotherly affection…” 

“One of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he (Jesus) answered them 
well, asked him ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 

“Jesus answered, ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one, and you shall Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
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(Mark 12: 28-31 RSV) 

Now in the answer our Lord gives to this insightful scribe's question, we have his listing of the priorities of life: 

Number one is to begin with God.  When we are troubled, when we do not know what to do first, when we feel we 
do not have enough resources to handle something, or are puzzled and bewildered, start with God and love him.  
GOD LOVES US…GOD IS LOVE. 

When we start with God's love, then we are ready to turn to our particular challenges -- our relationship to our 
spouse, children, neighbor, friend, or boss.  Then we are freed to love our neighbor as ourselves.  The same 
process that reached us and won a response from us, we are now to pass on to somebody else.  We can show 
them the same love that we ourselves have received.  Our response to God's love makes it possible to "Love one 
another with brotherly affection”.  (Romans 12: 10 RSV) 

Ever wonder why it says “brotherly” affection?  Some of us who remember back in the days when we lived with 
our brothers (and sisters) in the home are wondering where the affection was.  Yet what this is saying is that we 
who are members of the body of Christ should love one another with “brotherly” affection.  It simply means that 
wherever brothers or sisters have learned to be affectionate to one another (there are siblings who are like this, 
and you meet them quite frequently), it is because they have learned to live closely together with mutual respect.  
We can’t have affection for someone with whom we are closely bound, in terms of living together or ties of 
relationship, without it being based upon mutual regard for each other’s welfare, property, and so on.  Brothers 
and sisters learn affection only when they are willing to do so on the basis of a mutual respect for each other.  That 
is what this is talking about.  When Christians love, they are to love this way: Showing regard for someone else, 
“outdo one another in showing honor” {Rom 12:10 RSV}, asking the other one to step first, to have the preferred 
seat, the preferred honor, the preferred place.  This is having a due regard for the welfare and the importance of 
someone else.  That is genuine love – just simply courtesy – and it’s something that is greatly lacking today. 

What is terribly missing in all too many churches today is the experience of "body life"--that warm fellowship of 
Christian with Christian which the New Testament calls koinonia, and which was an essential part of early 
Christianity.  The New Testament lays heavy emphasis upon the need for Christians to know each other, closely 
and intimately enough to be able to bear one another's burdens, confess faults one to another, encourage, exhort, 
and admonish one another; and minister to one another with the Word, song, and prayer.   

In 2 Peter 1: 3-7, Peter states that Jesus through his design power has “given us everything we need for life and 
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness”.  These as Peter further 
states in verses 4-7 assist us to “participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by 
evil desires.  For this very reason make every effort to add to your faith (here Peter goes through those attributes 
leading to)… and in your godliness, brotherly kindness.”  (v7a)  Peter is not referring to a duty here, rather he is 
speaking of the God-given ability to meet brothers and sisters from every nation, tribe and culture and feel the 
freedom to express spiritual kindness toward them.  The apostle had earlier encouraged his readers in 1 Peter 1: 
22, "Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love 
one another from the heart for you have been born again," The Holy Spirit enables us to express brotherly 
kindness to one another and to fellowship together because we are a family, a spiritual body, needing the 
experience of "body life.”  In his book, Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, 

“It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the kingdom of 
God that any day may be taken from us, that the time that still separates us from utter loneliness may be 
brief indeed.  Therefore, let him who until now has had the privilege of living a common Christian life with 
other Christians praise God's grace from the bottom of his heart.  Let him thank God on his knees and 
declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed to live in communion with Christian brethren.” 

“. . . and in your brotherly kindness, Christian love”.  (v7b)  Here Peter is referring to the God-given ability to 
express self-sacrificial love toward the world and toward our spiritual family.  I John 3:16-18 gives a very clear 
definition of this kind of love: 

“We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay dawn our lives for the 
brethren.  But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need yet closes his heart against 
him, how does the love of God abide in him?  Little children, let us not love with word or with speech, but 
indeed and in truth.  (1 John 3:16-I8 RSV)” 
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So….What is love...?  It is heartfelt affection toward God and human beings.  It is active good will toward everyone.  
Where we lack heartfelt affection and active good will, we need to acknowledge this deficiency.  We need to be 
willing to relearn love.  When we need to learn or relearn to love others with a heartfelt love, look to the Father, to 
Jesus, to the apostles, and to other Christians.  Take the initiative to practice active good will, and heartfelt 
affection will develop naturally.  Perhaps we now more fully appreciate why Paul wrote in regards to faith, hope 
and love in 1 Corinthians 13: 13: 
 

"THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE" 

 

God prevailing—Revelation 20:1-6, 22:1-7 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 

Revelation 20:1-4 
 

The Revelation to John 

The Book of Revelation, also called the Apocalypse, is the last book of the Bible.  It primarily concerns the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ.  His Second Coming will be as judge of the world, unlike the first time when He came to die 
for mankind's sin.  The book is a revelation that was received by the apostle John while he was in Roman-imposed 
exile on the Island of Patmos in the eastern Mediterranean around 90 A.D.   According to the first words of the 
book, God gave this revelation to Jesus, who entrusted it to an angel to pass on to John.  Although not at first in 
chapter form, the book of Revelation is now divided into 22 chapters and can be broken up into four separate 
parts for an easier understanding of the message it conveys and its flow. 

Chapters 1–6:  The first chapter introduces the book and how it was received.  In the first verse, we are told that 
the contents of the book are written for the servants of Christ, the living elect of God who, by definition, must be 
the true church.  In addition, Christ tells John that it is imperative that believers read and heed the message of the 
book because what will occur in the future is critically important for every child of God going into the last days.  
Chapters 2 and 3 are letters to churches in seven cities that were in existence in John’s day.  Five of them have 
direct, end-time consequences.  It is possible that one of the questions on the mind of John, in light of these 
warnings, concerned what would happen in the last days to those who continued in disobedience or unbelief.  In 
chapter 4, John is taken up to the throne room of God, and in chapter 5, he sees a scroll with seven seals, the first 
six of which are opened by Jesus in chapter 6.  These six scrolls record a summary of world history from a spiritual 
perspective, from the birth of Christianity to the end of the world. 

Chapters 7–14:  These chapters deal with the time referred to as the Great Tribulation, and culminate in the end of 
the world.  Chapter 7 talks about the 144,000 servants from all the tribes of Israel and others who go through the 
Tribulation.  The seventh seal is opened in chapter 8 and it heralds the beginning of the sounding of the Seven 
Trumpets of Tribulation.  In chapters 8 and 9, the first six trumpets sound and result in various plagues and 
chastisements on the wicked.  In chapter 10, the seven thunders sound to announce the seventh trumpet (the 
Second Coming of Jesus and the Rapture).  Chapter 11 indicates that there will be two famous end-time prophets 
who will be the vanguard of God’s witnesses in the Tribulation and that three and a half days after their 
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martyrdom, the seventh angel sounds his trumpet.  Chapter 12 teaches more about the end-time church and in 
chapter 13, the false prophecies and blasphemous words of the Beasts of the Sea and the Earth are described.  In 
Chapter 14, the Second Coming and Rapture occur, as well as the beginning of the Plagues of the Wrath of God. 

Chapters 15–20:  In these chapters, Christ shows John the events that occur on earth, following the Lord's return, 
and the events that occur at the very end of this world’s current epoch.  In chapters 15 and 16, the Plagues of the 
Wrath of God are poured out.  In chapters 17 and 18, the judgment and destruction of Babylon the Great, the 
Mother of Prostitutes is described.  In chapter 19, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and then the Battle of the 
Great Day of the Lord, commonly known as Armageddon, are detailed.  Following this great battle, the earth is 
utterly desolate, a jagged smoldering ruin.  Chapter 20 is a busy chapter, as it covers the imprisonment of Satan, 
the 1,000-year reign of Jesus and His saints on Earth, the Battle of Gog and Magog that occurs at the end of the 
Millennium when Satan is loosed for a short time and then the Great White Throne Judgment when all the 
unsaved are judged.  It opens with a description of God's final program for Satan, who is rendered immobile and 
isolated in a bottomless pit so that he should deceive the nations no more for a thousand years (verses 1-3).  Then 
the raptured saints of the ages are seen seated on thrones.  After which the beheaded saints who refused to 
worship Satan (or the Antichrist) or take his mark are resurrected to reign with Christ for a thousand years (verse 
4-6).  Satan is released after the thousand years is completed to deceive the nations one last time to fight against 
Christ, but is again defeated as before the thousand years began (verses 7-10).  Finally, the wicked dead and all of 
those who died during the thousand-year reign of Christ are resurrected and judged (verses 11-15).  

Chapters 21–22:  These chapters cover the New Earth that is made on the surface of the old one and the 
enormous, glorious Heavenly City that descends from above and the bright, beautiful happy future that awaits all 
believers in the most wonderful place ever made.  Chapter 21 begins with the creation of a new heaven and a new 
earth.  The New Jerusalem, described in some detail, is seen coming down to earth from heaven.  Chapter 22 
contains God's last message to humankind.  The picture of eternal life in these verses indicates that we will be busy 
serving God for all eternity.  We will both serve Him (verse 3) and reign with Him (verse 5).  Since He is an infinite 
God, we can be sure He will have infinite things for us to do as we reign there forever.  The phrase, "they shall see 
his face," means that, as believers, we will be granted an audience with the King on a regular basis.  Verses 6 
through 9 point back to the early part of this book, when the faithful and true witness revealed that He would send 
His angel to convey His message concerning the things that must come to pass.  The book finishes with a call for all 
to obey the message of the book and a warning to those who reject what is taught.  This final chapter, at the close 
of the Bible, reintroduces the tree of life, which has not been mentioned in the Bible since Genesis 3, where Adam 
and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden.  Paradise is restored in the eternal state.  All that was lost in the fall is 
redeemed by the lamb.  The leaves of this tree will be used to heal the relationships of the nations toward each 
other so that we might live equitably and fairly in eternity with God prevailing for all time. 

 


